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Give them at least 


ONE chance! 


Summer, 1956 
Dear Crusade Friend, 


War, persecution and natural disasters have inflict- 
ed a terrible shock on the children of Greece from 
which many of them have never fully recovered. Vil- 
lage upon village lies in rubble and ruin; children steal 
simply because they must live; countless thousands 
have no parents to guide and love them and they live 
from hand to mouth in damaged buildings or in road- 
side hovels, the living monuments of modern tragedy. 
Listless and undernourished because of lack of proper 
care and food, they wage a tremendous battle against 
the ravages of tuberculosis and other disease. The 
tragedy of Greece has left its scar on 400,000 of its 
orphans and neglected children! 


For several years the European Evangelistic Crusade 
and its missionaries have recognized the over-whelming 
physical and spiritual need of these children; and each 
year we have endeavored to send underprivileged 
Greek children to a Christian Summer Camp. This 
summer it is our urgent desire to send many more 
such neglected and underprivileged children of Greece 
to a Christian’ Summer Camp in Greece. Children 
who have suffered so much physically will be given a 
happy change from their drab surroundings. They 
will be fed, clothed, loved and told the wonderful 
story of God’s love. 


Here is a challenge to God’s people. This Summer 
Camp is only possible if you catch the vision of this 
tragic land and put your shoulders to the wheel. We 
cannot do it without your prayers and your help. 


GREEK CHILDREN’S FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
(Member Mission |.F.M.A.) 

811 Westview Street, Dept. E 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


for neglected children of Greece. Enclosed is my gift of 
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Here is another opportunity for you to become both 
father and mother to some Greek child. You personally 
will have a far happier summer if you know that some 
needy boy or girl is at our Christian Summer Camp 
because of you. 


TWENTY DOLLARS ($20.00) WILL HELP 
SEND ONE CHILD TO A SUMMER CAMP FOR 
ONE WHOLE MONTH. 


FIVE DOLLARS ($5.00) WILL HELP SEND ONE 
CHILD TO A SUMMER CAMP FOR ONE WHOLE 
WEEK. 


Would you be willing to invest this amount or part 
of it? 


Your gift will give a Greek child AT LEAST ONE 
CHANCE OF HAPPINESS AND AT LEAST ONE 
OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THE MESSAGE OF 
OUR SAVIOUR’S LOVE. We ask you to make this a 
matter of definite prayer. Your God-directed gifts, so 
urgently needed, will be used in this project of mercy. 


Yours in behalf of the children of Greece, 


Director for North America 


Beyecas Gengehele 
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If the Apostle Paul 
were here today, how he 
would rejoice to know that there is a Macedonian 
Bible Institute in that land which so urgent- 
ly besought his help in Biblical days. This 
semester in addition to the 80 students 
from the town of Katerini, Greece (where 
the Institute is located), we have 22 from 
outlying areas. Among them are a fine 
young couple from Neos Mylotopos, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kalalides, who are anxious to 
give themselves to the Lord’s work; also 
two young men who have the faith, zeal 
and general education necessary for train- 
ing, but lack their support. They are Basil 
Zettas and John Karayiannides. 


r 


We have prayed that the Lord will 
send forth laborers into His harvest and He 
has answered by sending us Spirit-filled 
young men and women ready to be thrust 
forth, but unfortunately we cannot train 
them without your help. How our hearts 
grieve as we see so much need and hunger 
for the Word of God in Greece and such 
a dearth of workers! Now we pray that, as 
God has put it into their hearts to serve 
Him, so He will put it into your hearts to 
support them. 


In addition to the young people, it is 
most touching and encouraging to have 
among our regular students dear Brother 
Terzis, who at 54 years of age has left all to 
follow Christ. Seven times he has been ar- 
raigned in criminal courts because of his 
boldness in witnessing. It would be a great 
service for the Lord if someone in America 
would help him to realize his holy desire of 
working as an evangelist in the field of 
Thrace. 


These students have forsaken their homes, their 
parents, everything, to come here with the single pur- 
pose of preparing for the work of the Lord. This means 
they must have a home in which to stay, food, books 
and so many other things. Also they need their 
traveling expenses as they go to the surrounding vil- 
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lages to do evangelistic work while they are in training. 

For their preparation is not merely theoretical, but 

practical, and includes many teaching and preaching 
assignments. 


For less than a dollar a day, you can 
help to turn this country upside down by 
sending forth the Greeks among the Greeks 
to bring them to Christ. Think of it—only 
$25.00 a month is all it takes to put a stu- 
dent through Bible School. Any part of that 
sum, sent regularly, will be a real blessing. 
You will receive your student’s testimony 
and picture and have the joy of corres- 
ponding with the one you support. 


(Flash! As this article goes to press, 
we have just received word from Greece that 
the Lord has made it possible for us to se- 
cure a fine dormitory building just across 
the street from the Bible School! If the 
Lord so leads, you can contribute toward 
this project also.) 


Send your gifts to the 
AMERICAN MIssION TO GREEKS, INC., 
Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secre- 
tary, Dept. E., P. O. Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y. (If you live in Canada, 
please write to 90 Duplex Ave., 
Toronto 7, Ont.) 


Film on Greece Available: 
If you would like to see with your own 
eyes our missionary and relief pro- 
gram in Greece, write for a booking 
of the beautiful 30-minute, 16 mm., color- 
sound film, “Man of 
Macedonia,” a Good 
News Production. 
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LETTERS to the Editors 





CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
To the Editors: 

In the May issue of your magazine there 
appeared an editorial which supported the 
concept of capital punishment, and stated 
your disapproval of the English House of 
Commons action which abolished capital 
punishment in Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland. To support this, you cite Genesis 
9:5, 6 and state that this is a law that has 
never been abrogated. It seems to me, how- 
ever, that by saying this you overlook the 
whole ministry and work of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and for the following 
reasons: 

1. The Ten Commandments, given to 
God's chosen people long after Noah’s re- 
covery from the flood say simply, THOU 
SHALT NOT KILL! God left no exceptions 
to this rule, as for example, 

Thou shalt not kill, except in self-defense, 
or 

Thou shalt not kill, except those who 
have taken life of other men, or 

Thou shalt not kill, except enemies in 

time of war. 
Any one who murders, therefore, for what- 
ever reason, violates God’s law. Society, in 
taking the life of a murderer, is no less 
guilty than the murderer. 

2. For society to exact the life of a mur- 
derer for his crime, is for society to exact 
vengeance on the basis of “an eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth” a principle 
found in Exodus 21:23, 24, Leviticus 24:19- 
20, and Deuteronomy 19:21. Jesus Christ al- 
so refuted the principle of an eye for an 
eye in the Sermon on the Mount, when he 
said: “You have heard that it was said, An 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But 
I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. 
But_if any one strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also. . . .” 
(Matt. 5-38-39). This principle, was also 
taught by Christ in the “Sermon on the 
Plain” in Luke 6:29, and earnestly accepted 
and taught by the apostles and the early 
church. (I Cor. 6:7, against lawsuits in the 
church, Romans 12:17, “repay no one evil 
for evil,” I Peter 2:19 and 3:9) This is not 
humanitarianism. This is Christianity. 

3. Jesus commanded love of enemies 
(Matt. 5:43 ff.) and it is certain that a 
murderous personality is an enemy of so- 
ciety. Love for such an enemy will not al- 
low the murderer freedom to continue mur- 
dering, but it will be concerned for the sal- 
vation of the murderer's soul, and his 
restoration to a life useful to God and men. 
Execution of a murderer says in effect: 

a) We are not willing to pay the price of 
love for you. 

b) Your sin cannot be forgiven; the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ were not 
for you. 
Can society which is nominally Christian 
say this, when the greatest evangelist of the 
New Testament days was Paul, guilty of the 
blood of Christians whom he persecuted 
and caused to be killed? 

4. For society to punish a murderer by 
death is for society to assume the role of 
judge, and to presume that it can act as 
God's agent in judgment. Jesus said: “Judge 
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not, that ye be not judged. For with the 
judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged.” Matt. 7:1, 2. The apostle Paul 
quoted Lev. 19:18 and Deut. 32:35 when he 
wrote to the Romans, “it is written Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
(Rom. 12:19). Christians are to be agents 
of God’s love, directed by the Holy Spirit. 
Because each of us sins, we dare not pre- 
sume therefore to be also agents of God’s 
judgment. Did not Jesus illustrate this 
clearly when he said to the Jews whd 
brought to him the woman caught in adul- 
tery, “Let him who is without sin among 
you cast the first stone”? 

5. Society cannot hold itself absolutely 
blameless for the murderer’s sin. Here in 
the upper Midwest a 14-year-old recently 
shot and killed his father. The newspaper 
article reported that the boy was a constant 
“tease victim,” the butt of jokes and teasing 
on the part of schoolmates, neighbors, and 
even family. Without love, and seeking to 
gain attention more favorable to himself, he 
took the wrong course and killed. The price 
we pay to support a murderer in confine- 
ment for life is small indeed compared to 
the price we have to pay for the wrong of 
taking his life. And during that confine- 
ment Christian society ought to be earnestly 
seeking to win the soul of the murderer to 
Christ, and restore him to the place in so- 


: ciety from which he fell. 


. whether the decision: reached by 
Parliament was the result of the work of 
“humanitarians” or of Christians seems to 
me to be inconsequential. The decision 
seems to be one in keeping with the truth 
revealed by Christ about the value of each 
human in God’s sight. 

Rev. THomas E. SHOEMAKER 
Rice Lake Church of the Brethren 
Rice Lake, Wisconsin 


This brother does not understand our 
position. The commandment, “Thou shalt 
not kill” is a very bad mistranslation and 
should read, “Thou shalt do no murder.” 
This is proved by the fact that God, Him- 
self, long after Moses, ordered Israel to go 
to war. It is unthinkable that God would 
have ordered anyone to go out and lie or 
steal or commit adultery. But He did com- 
mand them to go to war. This shows the 
meaning of the commandment. 

Society’s execution of a criminal has noth- 
ing whatsoever to do with the Mosaic law. 
It goes back before Moses, before Abraham 
to the time of Noah when the universal 
principle for the human race was estab- 
lished. 

The principles set forth by Jesus Christ 
are not addressed to a lost world which can 
certainly never act in righteousness for God. 
We individually love enemies. We individ- 
ually pray for them that despitefully use 
us. Society acts, not according to salvation 
on the basis of Christ’s atoning work, but 
on the overall justice of God as set forth in 
His dealings with nations. If the principle 
set forth by the writer of this letter were 
to be pursued to the logical climax, it 
would mean that society could not punish 





(Continued on page 42) 








* FAMILY NEEDS * 





A widow with three children seeking posi- 
tion as personal secretary with Christian 
family. Desires living quarters for self and 
family. Can drive and care for business 
transactions. Write Box R, ETERNITY, 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


An elementary school discarding a goodly 
number of text books is willing to give them 
to a mission society. An old set of an en- 
cyclopedia is included. Please write to Box 
P., c/o ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 3, Pa. 








POSITIONS OPEN 


Leading evangelical publication seeking 
editorial secretary for editor-in-chief; 
also, alert young woman preferably with 
promotional experience to handle ad- 
vertising. Box C. 














WANTED 


Christian Woman—over 40—with ac- 
counting experience. Able to super- 
vise effectively. Position open as As- 
sistant to Treasurer in northeastern 
Christian college. Good salary. A real 
opportunity for effective Christian 
service. 
Apply to Box K, Eternity 











ETERNITY needs a _ for the Circula- 
tion Department. If you are interested 
or know of a Christian who would be in- 
terested in Christian work as a member 
of the ETernity Staff, please write to the 
Circulation Manager, ErTernity 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. Prefer- 
ence will be given to those living in the 
greater Philadelphia area but anyone 
free to move to Philadelphia will be 
considered. 











WANTED: A very capable man to serve 
in evangelical Presbyterian Church 
roe as Assistant To The Minister. 

very unusual opportunity in a new 

pot ce’ church, Write the Rev. W. 

* _R. Taylor, 8240 Loch Raven Blvd., 
Baltimore 4, Maryland. 
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Have you put your faith where your profession is? 
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LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 





Those of you who look over our masthead will notice that with 
this issue Dr. Barnhouse becomes Editor-in-Chief and Mr. Hitt be- 
comes Editor of ETERNITY. This change has been made to bring 
the titles more in line with duties performed. It will also be noted 
that our friend of long standing and frequent contributor, Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein, has been appointed Consulting Editor. Dr. Gaebelein, 
Headmaster of Stony Brook School and author of a number of books, 
is the first of several Christian leaders who will be serving as con- 
sulting editors. 

These changes are made necessary because of the developments 
in the work as a whole and particularly because of the blessing of 
the Lord on ETERNITY. For some time the day-to-day duties of the 
editor have been performed by Mr. Hitt. Dr. Barnhouse’s wide 

inistry in conferences, radio and television has made it necessary 
for him to relinquish the working editorial duties in order that 
he might give himself completely to study, writing and speaking. 

You may be interested to know how policies are established in a 
work of this nature. For those of us on the staff of the Foundation, 
the most difficult task is to get Dr. Barnhouse to sit down and talk 
with us for more than a few minutes at a time. Being a man who is 
rather busy, he likes to get on with his work and let other people 
do the same. Up to a point this is fine, but in any organization 
there must be conferences. The problem was solved by arranging 
a full-day conference once a month for the administrative mem! 
of the staff at Dr. Barnhouse’s farm about thirty miles from Phila- 
delphia. There, away from the pressures of the office, we are 
afforded a wonderful opportunity to speak first of all to the Lord 
about the work and then to discuss matters with one another. It is 
out of these monthly conferences that the direction of the work 
develops on the staff level. 

We believe that as we approach these special sessions with ex- 
pectation in what God will give us, ETERNITY will continue to im- 
prove in its helpfulness to you, not only in keeping you informed 
of developments in the world which affect us as Christians, but in 
bringing all of us afresh before the feet of our gracious Lord that 
we might in renewed devotion permit Him so to live through us 
that the world may know from our lives that we do not live for 
ourselves but for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Just a word in closing about the work in general. Last month you 
read that The Bible Study Hour was moving to the National Broad- 
casting Company network. In this month’s issue you will read 
elsewhere that the Foundation has added to its conference staff. We 
believe the Lord is leading us to outstanding young men who as 
the Lord tarries will have a fruitful ministry in the field of Bible 
teaching. Late in May I attended a conference in Cuba where the 
need was clearly set forth for popular magazines, suitable for wide 
distribution, yet frankly Christian. The Board of the Foundation 
has been studying this field of opportunity for more than a year. 
The goal is to have a popular type Christian magazine in every 
major area and language of the world. It is a tremendous task but 
is it too much for our God? I hope to tell you more about it soon. 

In the meantime do pray for us. Our confidence is in God who 
called this work into being and who is leading it into ever-broaden- 
ing usefulness beyond our greatest expectations. May He confirm this 
leading to your hearts by continuing to bring rich blessing to your 
lives through the channel of this ministry. 

Cordially in Christ, 


a 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 








APPOINTED TO STAFF 





The Rev. Walter R. Martin of Pater- 
son, N. J., has been appointed to the 
staff of the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 
as a Bible teacher and writer. Readers 
of ETernity are already familiar with 
Mr. Martin’s contributions to the maga- 
zine in the field of the non-Christian re- 
ligions and cults. He will continue to 
serve as a Contributing Editor, and 
articles by his hand are scheduled for all 
the coming issues in 1956. 

An ordained Baptist minister, Mr. 
Martin has spent the last ten years in 
research in the fields of philosophy, con- 
temporary theology, apologetics, and 
cults, and is recognized by prominent 
Christian scholars and leaders as the 
foremost authority in evangelical circles 
on cultism. He also serves as director of - 
the division of cult apologetics for the 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, and has introduced the Modern 
Cults Library. Currently five of these 
volumes are available. 

At the present time Mr. Martin is pur- 
suing his doctoral (Ph.D.) studies at 
New York University, having received 
his Master of Arts degree from that in- 
stitution in June. 

Earlier Mr. Martin attended Adelphi 
College, Garden City, Long Island; 
Washington Bible College, Washington, 
D. C.; Shelton College in New Jersey. 

A contributor to many of the evan- 
gelical publications, Mr. Martin until re- 
cently served as Alumni Director for 
Stony Brook School, Long Island. 

This newest member of our staff will 
be available for a limited number of 
engagements in the coming months, par- 
ticularly on Sundays when he will be 
available for pulpit supply work. It is 
planned to have him conduct a series of 
lectures on the cults each Friday evening 
during the fall months in a downtown 
church in Washington, D. C. 


ETERNITY 























NOW AND LATER 


With this issue we begin a series of 
articles, each complete in itself, entitled 
“By-Paths in Biblical Archeology,” writ- 
ten by Dr. E. M. Blaiklock, Professor of 
Classical Literature at the University 
of Auckland, New Zealand. 





“Eyeless at Gaza” calls to mind the 
life of Samson and the current conflict 
in Israel in the same breath. But above 
and beyond this is a spiritual lesson that 
we can learn from the blind giant who 
well might have been a great leader of 
his people had he withstood the bland- 
ishments of Delilah at a critical moment 
in history. 

You'll enjoy Dr. Blaiklock’s brief but 
profitable archeological studies in com- 
ing issues. 

F oe * * 

Dr. Barnhouse deals with the difficult 
subject of “Mixed Marriages,” in a 
forthright presentation of biblical prin- 
ciples. In spite of clearcut teachings in 
the Scriptures of the peril of being join- 
ed in the “unequal yoke,” this is a con- 
temporary problem being faced every- 
where in Christendom, our editorial 
mail indicates. Young Christians especi- 
ally should read this article. 

s * * 

Dr. Harold Lindsell, dean of Fuller 
Theological Seminary in Pasadena, 
Calif., has written one of several articles 
to be carried by ETERNITY on the 
racial issue. Dr. Lindsell writes on 
“What the Bible Teaches about Race 
Relations.” We know this is a contro- 
versial subject but it must be faced in 
the light of the Word. Later we will 
carry articles by a number of leaders 
with different geographical and de- 
nominational backgrounds. Next month 
we plan to publish an article by Joseph 
T. Bayly, editor of His Magazine, en- 
titled, “A Northern Christian Looks at 
the Racial Problems.” There will be 
articles by a Southern evangelical, a 
Negro Christian, and Dr. Barnhouse will 
write on “Segregation and Integration” 
in one of the fall issues. Many will want 
to keep a file of these articles on a sub- 
ject that must be faced by every sincere 
believer. 


(Continued on page 38) 
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SOME BY-PATHS OF OLD TESTAMENT ARCHAEOLOGY 





EYELESS 
IN GAZA 


Professor of Classics, Auckland University College, New Zealand 


ward road to Palestine. The oasis on the desert’s edge has 

been a flash-point of conflict ever since Egypt, thirty-six 
centuries ago, sought to build a buffer state of Palestine. 

It is three thousand years or thereabouts since the Philis- 
tines came to the coastal plain, thrust a wedge between 
Egypt and the peoples of Palestine, and imposed a stern 
barrier on the seaward infiltration of the Hebrews invading 
from the desert. The newcomers were from Crete, where 
earthquakes and disaster had befallen, and the southward- 
moving tribes in the Balkan peninsula were threatening the 
Aegean Islands. The amazing buildings which the archae- 
ologists have unearthed in Crete are blackened with fire, 
and when the refugees drove their slim prows ashore 
through the Levantine surf, it was with the memory of ter- 
rible events behind them. 

To Cyprus, to the Syrian’ coast, and to Palestine they 
came. Their distinctive pottery and other enduring remains 
of art and architecture provide'a spoor by which to track 
their wanderings, and the trail in most cases halts short of 
recorded history. In Palestine, where the tribe of the Pula- 
sati, whom the Hebrews called Philistim, gave a name to 
the land, they broke most definitely into the written records 
of the race, and found a place in the Old Testament. 

As early as patriarchal times, Philistines were found at 
Gerar, but this group was a remnant, a trading colony per- 
haps, like the colonies of the Greeks and Phoenicians round 
the coasts of Europe and Africa, or the Portuguese at Macao 
in China. In the eleventh century, the Philistines received 
a great increase in power and this must have been when the 
homeland refugees crowded into their Levantine outpost. 
Danish excavations at Shiloh show that the Israelite sanctu- 
ary was destroyed about 1050 s.c. The event marked the 
ebb-tide of Israel’s fortunes and drove them to kingship. 
Samson’s judgeship lies in the generation beforé this dis- 
aster. 


[= and Egypt have clashed at Gaza, gateway of the sea- 
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Gaza is one of the stages where the action of that story 
takes place. There it was that the epic tale of Samson had 
its ending. “Eyeless in Gaza, at the mill with slaves,” is 
Milton’s somber line in “Samson Agonistes.” Eyeless in 
Gaza, the champion who fell short of a vast promise, found 
spectacular death. 

But this anticipates. In the Old Testament record the 
story of Samson forms a vivid interlude. No stories in liter- 
ature are more powerfully told than those which appear 
when the Hebrew historian pauses over a personality. Marx 
would view history as the play of blind economic forces 
moving puppet men and nations. Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Powerful personalities, for good or ill, have 
shaped the human story. Consider Julius Caesar and Adolf 
Hitler. History would undoubtedly have been different had 
neither been born. Consider Christ Himself. 

The Hebrew stress on personality was undoubtedly a 
sound approach, even if, in Samson’s case, the story is a 
tragic one, a tale of that which might have been in the life 
of a man, and was not, because of the man’s own folly and 
divided purpose. Samson indeed might have been the great 
deliverer, a Garibaldi, a Kosciuszko, a Judas Maccabaeus, 
breaking an alien yoke, and making a nation free. Instead 
he failed, and died a captive. 

It is possible in the terse outlines of the story to see why. 
He was, it is quite clear, fascinated by the colorful enemies 
it was his first duty to fight. And it is easy to see the tempta- 
tion to such compromise. The stern herdsmen of the hills, 
who were becoming under stress of war and trial the close- 
knit Hebrew nation, might have easily appeared drab and 
fanatical to a sensitive mind who appreciated the fine flow- 
ers of a more advanced humanity. In Crete, the culture and 
artistic excellence of the civilization whose remnants came 
to Palestine, may be read side by side with the sharp evi- 
dence of their pagan cruelty. But no man is strong against 
the foe he secretly admires. 

The Hebrew giant, too, was a fool with women, and his 
philanderings put Delilah’s name beside that of Judas in 
the annals of betrayal and deceit. Given the austere virtue 
his law enjoined, and a bride of his own people in the hills, 
Samson’s strength and leadership might have made their 
mark. He was a great man ruined by a fatal flaw, a situation 
which, as the Greek drama saw, is the most tragic faced by 
troubled man. c 

So, his eyes gashed out, the captive Samson ‘made sport 
for the Philistines. What he did on that grim day becomes 
a little more clear from the probing of the archaeologists. 
In some Philistine ruins appears a central stone block which, 
from the marks still visible, must once have supported two 
columns or tree trunks. The roof beams converged on a 
plinth set above these columns. Samson sits between and 
runs his great arms exploringly about the smooth stone. If 
any watched, they saw the mighty muscles in arms and back 
ripple for the last time, the thighs tense,’ and the great chest 
heave, as with a fearsome effort which tore his flesh he 
leaned forward and slipped the two columns from the stone. 
All else followed that “dearly bought revenge.” Enp 


We should be concerned with God's estimate of sin 7 





Mixed 


Marriages 


A Christian who marries a non-Christian 
commits a willful, direct, rebellious 


sin against God 


ple knows that a large percentage of those problems rise 

out of difficulties in homes where only one of the mar- 
riage partners is a believer in Christ. The majority of these 
cases, it would seem, have a Christian wife and a non- 
Christian husband. 

I propose to define what constitutes a mixed marriage 
and then to treat the question from a biblical point of view 
in order that young people who have not married may un- 
derstand what dangers lie before them, and in order that 
people who are involved in a mixed marriage may find 
help in their dilemma. 

First of all, it is necessary to define a Christian in order 
that we may understand what a mixed marriage is. A Chris- 
tian is a person, born of Adam’s race with Adam’s old na- 
ture, who has trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal 
Saviour, and has thereby received a second nature, the 
nature of Christ, and whose body has thereby become the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

A mixed marriage is a marriage that involves a Christian, 
a person possessing the two natures mentioned above, and 
anyone who has only the first nature mentioned above. 

When God first made a covenant with Abraham, there 
was a command against intermarriage with anyone who was 
not of the race of Abraham. It must be understood that in 
the Old Testament the chosen people of God were the chil- 
dren of Israel, and that they remained so until the time of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. There were the strictest commands 
against marriages with any of the heathen nations that sur- 
rounded Israel. Through Moses God said to the children of 
Israel: “Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land whither you go, lest it be- 
come a snare in the midst of you. You shali tear down their 
altars, and break their pillars, and cut down their Asherim 
(phallic images), for you shall worship no other God, for 


fee pastor who has dealt with the problems of his peo- 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


the Lord whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God, lest you 
make a.covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 
when they play the harlot after their gods and sacrifice to 
their gods and one invites you, you eat of his sacrifice, and 
you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daugh- 
ters play the harlot after their god and make your sons play 
the harlot after their gods” (Exod. 34:12-16). 

When Moses was about to leave the children of Israel, he 
repeated the law and made this commandment even strong- 
er. We read: “When the Lord your God brings you into the 
land which you are entering, and clears away many nations 
before you . . . then you must utterly destroy them; you 
shall make no covenant with them, and show no mercy to 
them. You shall not make marriages with them, giving your 
daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your 
sons. For they would turn away your sons from following 
me, to serve other gods; then the anger of the Lord would 
be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. 
But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down 
their altars, and dash in pieces their pillars, and hew down 
their Asherim, and burn their graven images with fire. For 
you are a people holy to the Lord your God; the Lord your 
God has chosen you to be a people for his own possession, 
out of all the peoples that are on the face of the earth” 
(Deut. 7:1-6). 

As time went on the children of Israel disobeyed these 
commandments of the Lord and were sucked into idol wor- 
ship by the mixed marriages that took place among them. 
When Nehemiah returned from the captivity he found that 
some of the children of Israel had contracted marriages with 
the peoples of the tribes around them. We read the follow- 
ing: “In those days also I saw the Jews who had married 
women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab; and half of their 
children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could not 
speak the language of Judah, but the language of each peo- 
ple. And I contended with them and cursed them and beat 
some of them and pulled out their hair; and I made them 
take oath in the name of God, saying, You shal} not give 
your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for 


your sons or for yourselves. Did not Solomon king of Israel’ 


sin on account of such women? Among the mahy nations 
there was no king like him, and he was beloved by. his God, 
and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless foreign 
women made even him to sin. Shall we then listen to you 
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and do all this great evil and act treacherously against our 
God by marrying foreign women? And one of the sons of 
Jehoiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was the son-in- 
law of Sanballat the Horonite; therefore I chased him from 
me. Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled 
the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the 
Levites. Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and 
I established the duties of the priests and Levites each in 
his work” (Neh. 13:23-30). 

When God stopped dealing with Israel and began His 
dealings with the church in the New Testament, these same 
prohibitions against intermixture were most strongly stated. 
To the Corinthian believers the Holy Spirit wrote, “Do not 
be mismated with unbelievers. For what partnership have 
righteousness and iniquity? Or what fellowship has light 
with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? What 
agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God; as God said, I will live in them 
and move among them, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Therefore come out from among them, 
and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch noth- 
ing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will be a Father 
to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the 
Lord Almighty. Since we have these promises, beloved, let 
us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God” (II 
Cor. 6:14-7:1). 

The commands against mixed marriages, therefore are 
plain, incontrovertible and fixed by God. Anyone who dis- 
obeys these commands commits willful, direct rebellious sin 
against God, perhaps commiting the sin unto death. (I John 
5:16). In spite of the strength and directness of these com- 
mands there are those who willfully go into mixed mar- 
riages. They do so because they are out of the will of God; 
because they have determined that they are going to do only 
what they want to do themselves; and they rush into mar- 
riage thinking they are going to get something good out of 
it. God stands over against such marriages and His frown 
must be upon them. He would not be truly God if He did 
not allow His laws to operate. The individual having 
hardened his heart against God, moves into the established 
forces that make these marriages turn sour, as they are used 
to break down the proud hearts of those who willfully con- 
tract them. 

Why would a true Christian go out of the will of God in 
order to enter such a marriage? The answer is that such a 
believer has not come to the place where he or she has 
found all sufficiency in Christ. There is a great difference 
between Love, Love, love and love. Two believers who really 
know the Lord can enter into LovE because they have form- 
ed a new trinity with each other and the living presence of 
Christ and are drawn into a oneness that cannot come in 
any other way. There is a vague idea of the existence of 
LOVE in the minds of people who do not know it, but those 
who have experienced it know that it is God-given and that 
it is perfection. Some marriages of two Christians fall short 
of Love and reach only Love because of a failure to go on 
to the full surrender to the Lord that makes Him central 
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in the marriage. There are some couples that find love— 
even unsaved people can find this—a union of mind and 
heart and social interests, and such marriages can create a 
humanly satisfactory companionship that may even be life- 
long. These people do not know of the existence of the 
greater degrees of oneness because they do not have Christ. 
Finally, there are marriages which have nothing more than 
love in the lowest degree. This is the thing the crooners 
sing about; and it is, in reality, little more than glandular. 
A great many marriages in this fourth degree end in divorce. 

It is a tragedy that some true Christians get involved in 
affections of the third and fourth class with people who do 
not have the new life of Christ and go on to contract mar- 
riages which, in the sight of God, are attempts to unite light 
and darkness, to join a person with both the human and 
the divine nature to a person who has no more than the hu- 
man nature. Such marriages God hates. Such marriages true 
believers must abhor. 

Such marriages fall into different catagories. Let us con- 
sider first the marriages where a true Christian deliberately 
contracts a marriage with some one who stands over against 
Christ. Such a marriage would be one between a Christian 
and one who belongs to one of the non-Christian religions 
of the world, including Islam, Hinduism, Unitarianism, 
Christian Science and similar unitarian cults, and Judaism. 

If the non-Christian waives his religion, such an action 
proves that he was not deeply held by it, and the marriage 
becomes one between a Christian and a person who is re- 
ligiously indifferent. If, however, the non-Christian is val- 
iant for his religion, the Christian, if he goes over to the 
religion of the mate, must submit to the ceremonies of a 
non-Christian marriage, thereby apparently waiving Chris- 
tianity. This is, of course, apparent apostasy. The Christian 

(Continued on page 39) 











tly. 

A Christian was witnessing to a friend concerning the necessity of a 
total commitment of the life to Christ. The friend was hesitant and 
finally replied, “I know what | should do, but there would be a great 
many changes, and | am counting the cost.” The Christian replied 
instantly, “But are you counting the cost of NOT following Him?” The 
cost to an unsaved man would be his soul. The cost for a believer who 
fails to make the total commitment is a lower place in eternity forever. 
Getting in to heaven is dependent on the work of Christ; what and 
where we are in Heaven depends on how we live our lives here and 
now. 
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TOYNBEE VS. CHRIST 


Toynbee is a great thinker, and he 
has read and absorbed hundreds of 
thousands of pages of history. But be- 
ginning with a wrong premise he has 
come to absolutely false conclusions. He 
does not know that there was a time 
when all the world was of one language 
and one speech (Gen. 11:6). He does 
not know, or at least he does not be- 
lieve, that God separated the nations, 
creating nationalism, and scattering men 
throughout the earth. Failing to know 
this, he has attempted a syncretism of 
histories, believing that it is possible to 
blend the widely varying stories of man 
in his wanderings from God into a nar- 
rative that, he hopes, will flow toward 
unity. 

In a recent magazine article he speaks 
of the current “world-wide revolution 
. - - [that is] taking place not merely 
on the political surface of life; this re- 
volution is penetrating to the cultural 
and religious depths.” From this he 
moves into a confusion that arises from 
his ignorance of the clear outline of 
Bible prophecy. He says: 

“Moreover, it is a revolution which 
may have two alternative outcomes 
which are at opposite extremes from one 
another. It may end abruptly in the 
self-destruction of the human race. Since 
1945, for the first time in history, Man- 
kind has the power to destroy itself; and 
we have had to invent a new word— 
‘genocide’—to describe one aspect of this 
new, appalling possibility. But if this 
world-revolution is not to end in world- 
wide ‘genocide’ (and I, [Toynbee] for 
one, do not expect that it will end in 
that way), the only alternative possibility 
is that it will end in a. world-wide social 
fusion of all the tribes, nations, civiliza- 
tions and religions of Man. And if it 
ends in fusion, our descendants, looking 
back on our time, will be able to see 
that we, in our generation, had been 
witnessing the end of the age of the 
separate civilizations and witnessing the 
beginning of a new age in which, for 
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the first time, the whole human race was 
becoming one single family.” 

“The only alternative possibility,” says 
Toynbee. But there is another. It has 
been written in the Bible for centuries, 
and mankind does not wish to consider 
it. The Bible teaches that mankind does 
not and will not have the power to 
destroy itself. The purpose of the pro- 
longing of this present age is that God 
should gather out all those whom He 
chose before the foundation of the 
world, for He is not willing that one of 
them should perish (II Pet. 3:9). A fur- 
ther purpose is that it might be dem- 
onstrated that mankind can do nothing 
for itself beyond demonstrating the 
truth of God's declaration of man’s total 
inability to do anything for himself. 

The alternative possibility is God's 
certainty—the Second Coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will take out 
all of His own and who will then, to use 
God’s own terrible figure of speech, put 
His foot on this world’s civilizations and 
crush them as a man crushes a bunch of 
grapes by stepping on it. He then will 
gather the nations together—not in a 
union of tribes, nations, civilizations and 
religions, but in a union for .preceding 
judgment that leads to separation and 
retribution or reward depending on 
man’s relationship to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

When will mankind learn that God 
has never had a purpose, nor will He 
ever have a thought, that is away from 





Editor Abroad 


Pray for Dr. Barnhouse who is now 
traveling in the Far East. He will 
return to the United States late in 
September 
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York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran 
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Walter R.. Martin; Aug. 13, 20, 27, 
Dr. J. Howard Goddard. 











the glorification of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Anyone who attempts to think 
apart from Him is bound to end in error. 


RACE 


Four outstanding Negro leaders sat in 
my office recently and asked me the 
following question. “Why is it that we 
Negroes are accepted by the Commun- 
ists, by the Roman Catholics, and by the 
Modernists, but that we have our hard- 
est fight among the Evangelicals to win 
any acceptance?” They then told me 
that it was becoming harder for them 
to be accepted in many fundamental 
churches in the North than it had been 
in the South. Who can tell why those 
whose faith should move them fastest 
to right wrongs are the slowest when it 
comes to practical understanding of the 
basic problems of the compassion of 
Christ put into effect? Does the Devil 
have more love than Christians who 
boast of their doctrinal faithfulness? 


CYPRUS 


There is no settlement for human 
problems while men are sons of Adam 
and act like it. Cyprus is a problem be- 
cause the majority of its inhabitants are 
Greeks and want endosis, union with the 
homeland. The minority are Turks and 
don’t waitt to have anything to do with 
Greece. The British have occupied 
Cyprus jor many years, “renting” it 
from the Sultan of Turkey from 1878 
until the outbreak of World War I and 
annexing it at that time. It is the pivot 
of British defenses in the East since the 
withdrawl from the Suez. Persecution 
of Turks on Cyprus touched off a re- 
action in Istanbul causing the most 
serious ridts in modern times with the 
loss of miny lives and a vast amount of 
property. 

There could be a settlement that 
would last for years and which could 
bring a measure of peace to that island 
if someone could whisper into the ears 
of the Turkish ambassador that the 
powers-that-be in the western nations 
would like his country to. take them off 
the hook in the unfortunate island. Let 
Turkey issue an ultimatum something 
like this: To Greece, to Britain, and to 
the inhabitants of Cyprus. Turkey has a 
vested interest in Cyprus. From the 
peaks of Cyprus our shores are visible. 
Cyprus has a large percentage of Turks 
in its population. Cyprus lies so close to 
our shores that we can be seen from its 
summits. The island commands the Bay 
of Mersin, with the city of Mersin which 
is our largest seaport on our southern 
coast, and we cannot permit that it fall 
into hands that might threaten our sea 
lanes. We therefore notify the parties 
concerned that any attempt to attach 
the island of Cyprus to Greece will be 
considered as an act of war by us, and 
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we will occupy the island of Cyprus the 
moment that the British are voted out, 
returning the island to our control as 
it was before 1878. 

Such an utimatum would bring peace 
overnight to Cyprus. The vast majority 
of its inhabitants would shake in their 
boots at the thought of being occupied 
by the Turks and would look on the 
British as their saviors. 


DISARMAMENT 


There are always short-sighted people 
who do not understand what goes on 
behind the news. The Russians have 
just announced that they intend to re- 
duce their army by 1,200,000 men. This 
is not a gesture of peace. They are try- 
ing to gain an advantage from some- 
hing which they must do within the next 
year or two, whether they want to or 
not. The fact is that Russia went 
through World War II, and their birth 
rate declined tremendously for several 
years. Next year the number of seven- 
teen-and eighteen-year olds begins to 
drop and by 1959 and 1960 will be 
greatly below what Russia would need 
to fill military cadres of the size of her 
present army. So, she announces that 
she is going to reduce her army by I,- 
200,000 as a gesture of peace. 

Let us not forget that Russia, like the 
Devil, never has told the truth unless 
it was to her advantage and that she 
must never be believed. The day we 
believe Russia will be a day of greater 
peril for us. Everytime any Russian 
leader speaks, we must look at what he 
says and find out whether it is true or 
false. If it is false, we must find out 
what he is trying to cover up, and if it 
is true, we must find out why he is tell- 
ing the truth. Even when we believe 
his facts, we must disbelieve his motives. 
This goes not only for Russia but for 
any other group that thinks that the 
end justifies the means. 


NATIONAL LYING 


A lie is a lie whether it be told by an 
individual or by a nation. When a lie 
has been told it should be admitted and 
retracted at once. 

This thought came to my mind when 
I read the proof of a lie officially told 
by the United States Navy. Our navy 
has as one of its branches the Office of 
Naval Research. This office publishes 
a magazine under the title Research 
Reviews. In the November 1955 issue 
of this magazine the feature article was 
entitled “Fallout True Story.” It was the 
Navy attempting to cover up a terrible 
wrong. It was the Navy attempting to 
condone the terrible evil that had come 
to some natives of the. Marshall Islands 
by the fallout after the explosion of the 
first hydrogen bomb. Dr. H. J. Muller. 
writing in the Saturday Review, com- 
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ments on the article and quotes: “The — 


article ends with the following state- 
ment, referring to the sixty-four natives 
of Rongelap who had received an esti- 
mated 175 roentgens of gamma radiation 
and additional radiation of a beta type, 
and who had shown some symptoms of 
radiation sickness: ‘yet, after eighteen 
months all sixty-four of these natives are 
still alive, and none suffers any lasting 
after-effects as the result of their experi- 
ence with radioactive dust.’” 

Dr. Muller announces that the italics 
are his and comments further: “Do we 
not officially admit the long-known short- 
ening of life, and the fact that any ex- 
posure, no matter how small, exerts 
some permanent damage?” Dr. Muller 
is not just anybody. He is the world- 
famous biologist of the University of 
Indiana, winner of the Nobel Prize for 
physiology and medicine in 1946. 

Isaiah said, “Woe is me for I am un- 
done; for I am a man of unclean lips 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips” (Isa. 6:5). Every Christian 
in the United States is in a position to- 
day where he must say this to God in 
a very special way. Our governmental 
forces are obsessed with the idea that 
they must not be criticized. No one must 
say that anybody has made a mistake. 
They lie, officially, to cover up mistakes. 

I am not suggesting that there should 
be no further nuclear experiments. In 
fact, as long as there are mad dogs in 
Russia we must study every possible 
method of dealing with mad dogs and 
with their hydrophobia of ideas and 
actions. But when a bomb turns out to 
be much greater than the authorities 
imagined it would be, and when its fall- 
out has lethal effects, let the nation con- 
fess it, increase all security precautions 
for subsequent explosions, and have an 
honest face before the world. If not, we 
shall be brought to the place where we 
do not believe Washington any more 
than we believe Moscow. A lie is never 
justifiable. 


COMPLEX? 


Latin-Americans question our na- 
tional motives. When we yell about the 
dangers of Communism they are not too 
sure that we are not being sold a bill 
of goods that someone wants us to have 
for their own interests. Latin-Americans 
just can’t get too interested in the 
propaganda of anti-Communism from a 
nation that is supporting half a dozen 
dictators of the worst stamp throughout 
Latin America. The destruction of the 
Protestant church in Colombia could 
never have taken place without the 
dictator of that country being backed 
by the U.S.A. Colombia is not the only 
nation where liberties have been de- 
stroyed with the power of United States 
money used by unscrupulous local 


politicians who have gained an inside 
track to the U. S. treasury. We will have 
to have a consistent line if we are to 
be true leaders. This will cost us in some 
places. 


INSURANCE PREMIUM 


It is a dangerous thing to let an in- 
surance policy lapse. If the house is near 
a woods which is tinder-dry it is even 
more dangerous to let the policy lapse. 

The Congress has been discussing 
foreign aid, and there are those who 
think that we should cut down on our 
foreign spending. They forget, or have 
never known, that our foreign aid is a 
very small insurance premium to keep 
us from paying the larger costs of a total 
war. The Communist world is tinder- 
dry. Any spark could set it on fire. The 
present stage of Soviet declarations is 
nothing more than an artificial shower 
that has let a few buckets of rain down 
on the closed tent of the negotiators. 
Some of them think the rain is universal 
and that the forest is soaked. It is not. 

Toward the close of World War 
II I wrote in these pages that the prob- 
lems of peace would be much more 
dangerous than those of the conduct of 
the war. I stated that we would be in 
trouble because we would not be willing 
to do the only thing which could have 
put Communism down in the danger 
areas of the world. If we had been will- 
ing to vote a hundred billion dollars of 
aid to build industrial civilizations for 
India and China, we might have post- 
poned the fall of China and the inevit- 
able fall of the rest of Asia. We should 
have been willing to spend as much on 
the peace for two or three years as we 
had been spending on the war. It would 
have lowered our standard of living, and 
it should have done so. At the time I 
said that I knew the nation would not 
do it; the really greedy fat man will 
pretend to diet, but his heart is not in it. 

An individual believer in Christ can 
give to the needy because the love of 
God is dwelling in the giver, but a proud 
nation will give grudgingly, and only as 
an insurance policy, for its own protec- 
tion. As a nation we did not follow the 
Christian principle of giving after the 
war, of giving because men were in 
direst need. As a result it may be that 
God is giving to our nation the spirit 
of drowsy lethargy that will allow us to 
let our insurance premiums lapse. The 
woods often catch on fire in far corners 
of the forest—Korea, Indochina, the 
islands between Formosa and the coast 
of China—and there are many careless 
campers who leave fires burning that 
could sweep into a great conflagration. 
The Christian must pray and commit 
all to the Lord; but in our sphere as 
citizens we must understand the nature 
of insurance. 
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The Bible 


and Race Relations 


Our prejudices stand little chance in the light 


of the principles of the Bible. 


By HAROLD LINDSELL 


Dean of Administration, Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, California 


lem. The newspapers are filled with material about this 

struggle which seems to have entered into a new phase 
of intensity that has sharpened hatreds and divided breth- 
ren. The problem can neither be ignored nor dismissed with 
a casual wave of the hand. It must be faced and solutions 
arrived at which are Christian. 

The existence of the Negro-white problem in the United 
States is the logical consequence of prior sins by both north- 
erners and southerners. This truism can never be overlook- 
ed in the struggle. Men from the North brought the Negro 
to America, and men from the South bought him and used 
his labor. Both North and South are implicated in the guilt 
of slavery which was and is manifestly unbiblical; and the 
fruits of the sin of slavery are with us and the problems of 
a creative solution belong to the children of those who in- 
troduced and used Negro slaves in our land. 

Whatever the outcome of this struggle, Christians all over 
America must approach the problem penitently, aware that 
the existence of the problem is the fault, not of the Negro, 
but of the white man who brought him to America against 
his will and as chattel property. Amends for the wrongs 
done the Negro in the first place should loom large in the 
thinking of Christians who believe in justice and righteous- 
ness. 

Certain questions relative to segregation have been an- 
swered both biblically and legally. The conclusions in- 
dubitably are valid and it is needless to re-argue these points 
or labor over them. However, they should be reiterated so 
that the basic premises are clearly understood by all. 

In the first place there is no biblical warrant for segrega- 
tion, which is wrong in principle and a violation of all 
scriptural teaching. At the moment, the question of ex- 
pediency is not at stake, but the question of principle. Ad- 
mitting that the Negro is a human being descended from 
Adam and that he is true homo sapiens, one cannot sustain 
segregation in principle. The Bible teaches the Adamic 
unity of the human race, and the Negro is as much a part 
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of that race as the white man. In the Acts of the Apostles 
Paul teaches that God “hath made of one blood all nations 
of men .. .” And all blood is the same. The blood of the 
Negro will save the life of the white man just as much as 
the blood of a white man will save a white man. 


The Bible also teaches us that the body of Jesus Christ 
is a unity and this body includes within it men of every 
race and kindred and people and tongue. The Negro Chris- 
tian is just as much a member of the body of Christ as the 
white Christian. From this vantage point, then, segregation 
is wrong in principle. All members of the same body have 
equal rights. God is no respecter of persons. To refuse a 
Negro admission to a Christian church on the ground that 
he is of a different color is an act of sin. Note, however, 
that this observation is based upon the supposition that 
color is the only ground: for this refusal. There are circum- 
stances and situations when other factors might make in- 
advisable and inexpedient that which is not wrong in prin- 
ciple but the doing of which might result in great harm to 
the body of Christ. Of this facet of the problem we shall 
have more to say in another connection. 

It is wrong to insist upon segregation in the second place 
because segregation has been declared constitutionally il- 
legal. The 14th Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States was inserted for this express purpose. Our 
government is of the people, by the people and for the 
people. The overwhelming majority of our people believe 
that equality for men of diverse color is proper and just. It 
is written into this compact by which we are governed, and 
must therefore be obeyed. Since it is not contrary to the 
teaching of the Bible and rather is in full agreement with 
the Word of God, the Christian has no choice but to be 
obedient to the law both in letter and spirit. Even the 
Christian who may have mental reservations about this 
amendment and its biblical foundations has no choice but 
to obey Caesar’s law. Many Christians believe that the pres- 
ent structure of federal taxation is unjust, but this does not 
make it right for the Christian to falsify his income tax re- 
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turns because he thinks that the present schedule of taxes 
is outrageous. The Christian must not only obey the letter 
of the law, but he must also see to it that he walks in obed- 
ience to the spirit of it. Universal military training is op- 
posed by many citizens of the United States, but the Chris- 
tian does not enjoy the right of refusing to obey that law. 

Until recently the Supreme Court of the United States 
interpreted the 14th Amendment of the Constitution in 
such a way as to nullify somewhat the intention of the 
amendment. Thus the doctrine of equal but separate facili- 
ties ruled for many years. By this interpretation it was pos- 
sible to maintain segregated schools, trains, busses, etc. A 
Negro could not ride in the same pullman car with a white 
man nor could he eat in the same dining car. Negroes at- 
tended separate schools and there was no integration of the 
races. Assuming that the facilities were actually equal 
(which they were not) the ruling of the Supreme Court still 
placed an onus on a man because of the color of his skin 
and made him a second-class citizen. This interpretation de- 
feated the true intention of the amendment and supported 
a form of segregation. Now, the Supreme Court has ruled 
that the 14th Amendment requires that the Negro be al- 
lowed to participate as a full fledged citizen in any area of 
life where the white man is active. No Negro can be barred 
from schools simply because he is a Negro. Trains and busses 
must allow white and black to mingle without regard to 
color. This is consistent both with the law and the Bible, 
however difficult it may be for us to accept it because of 
ingrown prejudice. 
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When the legal and biblical principles have been estab- 
lished one must still wrestle with the implications and out- 
workings of the principles. Then, too, any principle may be 
modified by temporary expediency and by the law of love. 
To this side of the problem we turn our attention with the 
hope of working out creative solutions for these tensions. 

One facet of the race question should be faced at the 
outset. The breakdown of segregation connotes integration, 
but integration cannot mean forcing upon people choices 
they do not wish to make voluntarily in those areas where 
they retain the right of free choice. Unfortunately, pro- 
ponents of integration often seem unduly anxious to force 
upon people in every area of life what they wish to resist. 
The resistance may not always be based upon charity and 
justice, but neither is the force used by the proponents to 
make others conform to their desires. 

The strongest advocates for integration at all levels are 
not always the most consistent. Usually the direction of their 
drive is to incorporate the Negro into existing patterns of 
white structures. They encourage the opening of white 
groupings and the insertion of the Negro into those group- 
ings. Perhaps the better approach would be for these ad- 
vocates to lead the way to better solutions by inserting them- 
selves into Negro groupings and by their example gradually 
to open the door. These same proponents can set further 
examples by living among the Negroes and intermarrying 
with them. Unfortunately some of the loudest advocates who 
are pressing for immediate and complete integration are 
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Most of the world’s great souls have been lonely. Loneliness 


seems to be one price the saint must pay for his saintliness 


THE SAINT MUST WALK 


ALONE 


n the morning of the world (or should we say, in that 

strange darkness that came soon after the;dawn of man’s 

creation). that pious soul, Enoch, walked}with God and 
was not, for God took him; and while it is not stated in so 
many words, a fair inference is that Enoch walked a path 
quite apart from his contemporaries. 

Another lonely man was Noah, who, of all the ante- 
deluvians, found grace in the sight of God; and every shred 
of evidence points to.the aloneness of his life even while 
surrounded by his pédple. 

Again, Abraham Had Sarah and Lot, as well as many 
servants and herdmen, but who can read his story and the 


apostolic comment upon it without sensing instantly that - 


he was a man “whose soul was alike a star and dwelt 
apart”? As far as we know not one word did God ever speak 
to him in the company of men. Face down he communed 
with his God, and the innate dignity of the man forbade 
that he assume this posture in the presence of others. How 
sweet and solemn was the scene that night of the sacrifice 
when he saw the lamps of fire moving between the pieces of 
the offering. There alone with a horror of great darkness 
upon him he heard the voice of God and knew that he was 
a man marked for divine favor. 

Moses also was a man apart. While yet attached to the 
court of Pharaoh he took long walks alone, and during one 
of those walks while far removed from the crowds he saw 
an Egyptian and a Hebrew fighting and came to the rescue 
of his countryman. After the resultant break with Egypt he 
dwelt in almost complete seclusion in the backside of the 
desert. There while he watched his sheep alone the wonder 
of the burning bush appeared to him, and later on the peak 
of Sinai he crouched alone to gaze in fascinated awe at the 
Presence partly hidden, partly disclosed, within the cloud 
and fire. 

The prophets of pre-Christian times differed widely from 
each other, but one mark they bore in common was their 
enforced loneliness. They loved their people and gloried in 
the religion of the fathers, but their loyalty to the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their zeal for the welfare of 
the nation of Israel drove them away from the crowd and 
into long periods of heaviness. “I am become a stranger 
unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother’s children,” 
cried one and unwittingly spoke for all the rest. 


Dr. Tozer is editor of the Alliance Weekly. 
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By A. W. TOZER 


Most revealing of all is the sight of that One of whom 
Moses and all the prophets did write treading His lonely 
way to the cross, His deep loneliness unrelieved by the pres- 
ence of the multitudes. 


"Tis midnight; and on Olive’s brow 
The star is dimmed that lately shone; 
*Tis midnight; in the garden now, 
The suffering Saviour prays alone. 


*Tis midnight; and, from all removed, 

The Saviour wrestles lone with fears; 
E’en that disciple whom He loved 

Heeds not His Master’s grief and tears. 


He died alone in the darkness hidden from the sight of 
mortal man, and no one saw Him when He arose trium- 
phant and walked out of the tomb though many saw Him 
afterward and bore witness to what they saw. There are 
some things too sacred for any eye but God’s to look upon. 
The curiosity, the clamor, the well-meant but blundering 
effort to help can only hinder the waiting soul and make 
unlikely if not impossible the communication of the secret 
message of God to the worshiping heart. 

Sometimes we react by a kind of religious reflex and re- 
peat dutifully the proper words and phrases even though 
they fail to express our real feelings and lack the authen- 
ticity of personal experience. Right now is such a time. A 
certain conventional loyalty may lead some who hear this 
unfamiliar truth expressed for the first time to say brightly, 
“Oh, I am never lonely. Christ has said, ‘I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee,’ and, ‘Lo, I am with you alway.’ How 
can I be lonely when Jesus is with me?” 

Now I do not want to reflect on the sincerity of any 
Christian soul, but this stock testimony is too neat to be 
real. It is obviously what the speaker thinks should be true 
rather than what he has proved to be true by the test of 
experience. This cheerful denial of loneliness proves only 
that the speaker has never walked with God without the 
support and encouragement afforded him by society. The 
sense of companionship which he mistakenly attributes to 
the presence of Christ may and probably does arise from 
the presence of friendly people. Always remember: you can- 
not carry a cross in company. Though a man were surround- 
ed by a vast crowd, his cross is his alone and his carrying of 
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it marks him as a man apart. Society has turned against 
him; otherwise he would have no cross. No one is a friend 
to the man with the cross. “And they all forsook him, and 
fled.” 

The pain of loneliness arises from the constitution of our 
nature. God made us for each other. The desire for human 
companionship is completely natural and right. The loneli- 
ness of the Christian results from his walk with God in an 
ungodly world, a walk that must often take him away from 
the fellowship of good Christians as well as from that of 
the unregenerate world. His God-given instincts cry out for 
companionship with others of his kind, others who can un- 
derstand his longings, his aspirations, his absorption in the 
love of Christ; and because within his circle of friends 
there are so few who share his inner experiences he is forced 
to walk alone. The unsatisfied longings of the prophets for 
human understanding caused them to cry out in their com- 
plaint, and even our Lord Himself suffered in the same way. 

The man who has passed on into the divine Presence in 
actual inner experience will not find many who understand 
him. A certain amount of social fellowship will, of course, 
be his as he mingles with religious persons in the regular 
activities of the church, but true spiritual fellowship will 
be hard to find. But he should not expect things to be other- 
wise. After all he is a stranger and a pilgrim, and the jour- 
ney he takes is not on his feet but in his heart. He walks 
with God in the garden of his own soul, and who but God 
can walk there with him? He is of another spirit from the 
multitudes that tread the courts of the Lord’s house. He 
has seen that of which they have only heard, and he walks 
among them somewhat as Zachariah walked after his return 
from the altar when the people whispered, “He has seen a 
vision.” 

The truly spiritual man is indeed something of an oddity. 
He lives not for himself but to promote the interests of 
Another. He seeks to persuade people to give all to his Lord 
and asks no portion or share for himself. He delights not 
to be honored but to see his Savior glorified in the eyes of 
men. His joy is to see his Lord promoted and himself neg- 
lected. He finds few who care to talk about that which is 
the supreme Object of his interest, so he is often silent and 
preoccupied in the midst of noisy religious shoptalk. For 
this he earns the reputation of being dull and overserious, 
so he is avoided, and the gulf between him and society 
widens. He searches for friends upon whose garments he 
can detect the smell of myrrh and aloes and cassia out of 
the ivory palaces, and finding few or none, he, like Mary 
of old, keeps these things in his heart. 

It is this very loneliness that throws him back upon God. 
“When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord 
will take me up.” His inability to find human companion- 
ship drives him to seek in God what he can find nowhere 
else. He learns in inner solitude what he could not have 
learned in the crowd—that Christ is All in all, that He is 
made unto us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and re- 
demption, that in Him we have and possess life’s summum 
bonum. 

Two things remain to be said. One, that the lonely man 
of whom we speak is not a haughty man, nor is he the 
holier-than-thou, austere saint so bitterly satirized in popu- 
lar literature. He is likely to feel that he is the least of all 
men and is sure to blame himself for his very loneliness. He 
wants to share his feelings with others and to open his heart 
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to some like-minded soul who will understand him, but the 
spiritual climate around him does not encourage it, so he 
remains silent and tells his griefs to God alone. 

The second thing is that the lonely saint is not the with- 
drawn man who hardens himself against human suffering 
and spends his days conten,plating the heavens. Just the 
Opposite is true. His loneliness makes him sympathetic to 
the approach of the brokenhearted and the fallen and the 
sin-bruised. Because he is detached from the world he is all 
the more able to help it. Meister Eckhart taught his follow- 
ers that if they should find themselves in prayer as it were 
caught up to the third heavens and happen to remember 
that a poor widow needed food, they should break off the 
prayer instantly and go care for the widow. “God will not 
suffer you to lose anything by it,” he told them. “You can 
take up again in prayer where you left off, and the Lord 
will make it up to you.” This is typical of the great mystics 
and masters of the interior life from Paul to the present 
day. 

The weakness of so many modern Christians is that they 
feel too much at home in the world. In their effort to 
achieve restful “adjustment” to and “integration” into un- 
regenerate society they have lost their pilgrim character and 
become an essential part of the very moral order against 
which they are sent to protest. The world recognizes them 
and accepts them for what they are. And this is the saddest 
thing that can be said about them. They aren’t lonely; but 
then neither are they saints. 








A big-league umpire once said that he could never understand how 
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plate, could call the balls and the strikes better than he cou 
he was only seven feet away. The reason, of course, is 
yell for what they want a thing to be rather than for what 
is. This is the same thought that leads someone to say that 
do this or that; if God did so and so, He would 
a tiny corner of earth, without any insight as to 
guide men or that cause God to announce judgment, there are 
who wish to be God themselves. This is the 
the umpire under their judgment, and this is the 

bring God under their judgment. Under the rules of baseball 
umpire is always right, even when he might 
rules of the absolute God He is always rig 
never be wrong. 
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Spain Steps Up Persecution; Declares Protestant Activities Illegal 
Newsmen Track Down Real Bridey Murphy; Debunk Reincarnation 
Churches Shifting on Sexual Code; Favor Education, Legal Changes 


SPAIN STEPS UP PERSECUTION 

Recent Romanist persecution of Prot- 
estants in Spain has brought into light 
the arrogance of the Romanists through 
their confession that they are persecut- 
ing, and that they do intend to continue 
persecutions. In the New York Times 
(June 3, 1956), Camille M. Cianfarra, 
special correspondent of the Times 
writes: “A Roman Catholic Bishop to- 
day denounced Protestant activities in 
Spain and praised the recent measures 
taken by the Government to suppress 
them as illegal. The denunciation was in 
an article in the Catholic magazine 
Ecclesia written by the Very Rev. Zach- 
arias de Vizcarra, titular Bishop of Eres- 
sus and ecclesiastical leader of the 
Spanish Catholic Action Association. He 
scoffed at what he called the ‘mock con- 
secration’ on April 29 in a Protestant 
church here of Santos Molina as Bishop 
of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal 
Church. . . . On April 24 the Spanish 
Ministry of Information ordered the 
seizure of 36,189 volumes stored in 
Madrid premises of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society on the ground that 
they had been printed or imported with- 
out the required authorization. . . . The 
ministry's action led to diplomatic rep- 
resentation by the British Government, 
which is understood to have received no 
official reply yet from the Spanish Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs. . . . The Span- 
ish Protestant community has been esti- 
mated to be between 10,000 and 20,000 
members.” [When I was in Spain last 
year I was told that the number is 
closer to 35,000 and increasing constant- 
ly.—Ed.] Cianferra’s report continues: 
“Roman Catholicism is the state re- 
ligion. Non-Catholics are forbidden. to 
proselytize and stage external manifesta- 
tions of worship; they are permitted to 
practice their faith only behind closed 
doors. . . . In recent months the Span- 
ish Government has appeared to have 
been applying with increasing severity 
existing restrictions on Protestant activi- 
ties. Last January the Ministry of the In- 
terior closed the Protestant Theological 
Seminary in Madrid, the only institution 
of its kind in Spain. Efforts by many 
Protestant bodies have failed to have the 
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measure rescinded. The same restrictive 
policy was stated to have been followed 
in the case of former Catholics who ap- 
plied for permission to contract civil 
marriage. A Ministry of Justice decision 
in 1941 said that anyone baptized a 
Roman Catholic must be married in the 
church and not by civil authorities. 
Though this ruling was invalidated by 
the Madrid Court of Appeal, the Min- 
istry has held the decision applied only 
in the case litigated.” 

This New York Times report on 
Spain shows: Protestants in Spain have 
no liberties whatsoever; they cannot 
have schools, Bibles or publications; they 
cannot marry freely. For example, chil- 
dren baptized as Roman Catholics but 
whose families left Romanism when they 
were a year old to become Protestants, 
and who have grown up in Protestant 
churches are not permitted to get mar- 
ried. I would suggest to Protestants in 
Spain that they take such young couples 
and have a dedication service for them 
and allow them to live together and 
have children. True, these children will 
be written in the civil books under Ro- 
man Catholic law as being illegitimate. 
but in the sight of God a Roman cere- 
mony does not constitute marriage. It 
should be understood also, that the 
cemeteries are controlled by the Church 
and that Protestants are not allowed to 
bury their dead in such cemeteries. 
There have been cases where Protestants 
carried the corpse of a beloved out into 
the country and buried it in a field. 
There have also been cases where Ro- 
man Catholics brought their dogs out to 
dig up such graves. 

It might be well for church congrega- 
tions to have meetings at which they 
vote official resolutions, send them to 
the State Department at Washington, 
and to their Senators and Congressmen, 
calling them to vote against any aid to 
Spain whatsoever until these vile prac- 
tices are abrogated. 


BRIDEY MURPHY TRACKED DOWN 

The Search for Bridey Murphy inter- 
ested us because of its teaching of re- 
incarnation—a pagan doctrine totally 
alien to Christian thinking. The book 


swept the country, being pushed hotly 
by Kansas City Unity, a midwest edition 
of Christian Science with the slant of re- 
incarnation to boot. Life debunked the 
story, showing the lack of correspond- 
ence in the story told by Mrs. Tighe of 
her supposed previous incarnation. The 
Life article quoted many scientists to 
show that Mrs. Tighe’s memories could 
well be a tissue of reconstruction from 
things she had known or read in her 
youth plus things she could have seen in 
the movies or heard on radio. The Chi- 
cago American now completes the de- 
bunking. Their reporters went into the 
background of Mrs. Tighe’s youth and 
discovered that across the street from 
Mrs. Tighe’s home in her impressionable 
early years, lived one Mrs. Anthony 
Corkell, whose maiden name was Bridey 
Murphy. Virginia Tighe was very cur- 
ious about the Corkell family’s Irish 
background, had a crush on a Corkell 
boy named John, the anglicized version 
of Sean—the spectral Bridey Murphey’s 
husband. A onetime neighborhood play- 
mate remembered Virginia well: “She 
had a good imagination. I always 
thought she could write a book.” So 
that’s the end of Bridey Murphy. But 
what about the young man who com- 
mited suicide, leaving a note that he 
was going to find out personally about 
reincarnation; and what about all the 
deviltry that Unity viewpoint leaves in 
its train. Christ said that it would have 
been better not to have been born... 


CHURCHES SHIFTING ON SEXUAL CODE 
There is a remarkable shift on the 
part of church leadership of many de- 
nominations with reference to problems 
of sex. The Lutherans, the Northern 
and Southern Presbyterians, and others 
in the United States have begun pub- 
lishing studies and reports seeking to 
focus attention on the 20 per cent of our 
population who have been involved in 
divorce directly or indirectly. In Eng- 
land the Church of England has gone 
even further. A special council set up to 
study sex problems said that the church 
sternly and without reservation “con- 
demns all infractions of the Christian 
teaching on sexual chastity,” but never- 
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theless contends that “long experience 
has shown that it is futile to attempt to 
crush sexual immorality by statutory 
measures and police action.” Because 
consideration of the subject is “repug- 
nant to many thinking people, for many 
years much-needed reforms in the laws 
relating to homosexual offences and 
prostitution have been postponed.” The 
report recommends education to defeat 
some of the malpractices which exist. A 
first step in this educational program, 
according to the report, would be to 
“erase the double standard of sexual 
morality which condemns in women 
what it condones in men.” While the 
report supports penalties for assaults on 
children or for sexual acts which affront 
public decency, involve assault, violence, 
fraud, or duress, it hopes that “regard 
shall be paid to the physical and psy- 
chological condition of the offender.” 
The final portion of the report takes the 
position that “there should be no de- 
parture from the generally accepted 
principle that the law does not concern 
itself with the private irregular or im- 
moral sexual relationships of consenting 
men and women.” But they advise strict- 
er safeguards for the young and suggest 
that the age of consent should be raised 
from sixteen to seventeen years. 


HOW CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS DIE 

In many of the states there are laws 
which demand an autopsy in the cases 
of all deaths where there was no attend- 
ing physician. This means that everyone 
dying in a Christian Science “rest home” 
has a post mortem examination to deter- 
mine the causes of death. At a recent 
convention of the American Academy of 
Forensic Sciences, held in Chicago, a re- 
port was given by Gale E. Wilson of the 
Coroner’s Office in Seattle Washington. 
He stated that “Among members of a 
certain religious sect that advocates self- 
healing, about 10 per cent of the record- 
ed deaths could have been avoided. This 
conclusion is based on data from autop- 
sies of 1,000 persons who, from 1935 to 
1955, died without medical attention. 
The incidence of diabetes and malig- 
nant tumors was twice that of the entire 
nation, tuberculosis mortality was 3 
times higher, and the incidence of arteri- 
osclerosis was 2.5 times as great. But evi- 
dence at post-mortem examination re- 
vealed that the incidence of coronary 
artery diseases was only one-fourth the 
national rate. There were no known 
homicides or suicides, and there was lit- 
tle trauma.” This seems to indicate that 
people like Christian Scientists are self- 
deceived, and that, therefore, they have 
more sickness than the national average 
in physical diseases, but that they have 
persuaded themselves to live in a state 
of calm which relieves them from the 
tensions which cause the psychosomatic 
diseases. 
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National workers and missionaries examine copies of Communist literature displayed at the 


fi at Pl 


, Cuba. 





recent missionary literature 


SPANISH CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE LAUNCHED 
The official launching of the Spanish 
language publication Vida, which will 
be distributed throughout Latin Amer- 
ica, was one of the major accomplish- 
ments of the literature conference con- 
ducted at Placetas, Cuba, in the latter 
part of May. The gathering, sponsored 
by Literature Evangelica para America 
Latina (Evangelical Literature for Latin 
America), attracted one hundred thirty 
delegates from seventeen of the twenty 
Latin American countries and others 
from the United States, Canada, and 
Jamaica. The Evangelical Foundation, 
which publishes ETERNITY, was repre- 
sented by its Executive Secretary, Paul 
A. Hopkins. ' 
Alejandro Clifford, author, editor, and 
Cordoba University (Argentina) profes- 
sor, was named as editor of the new pub- 
lication, and Jose Bongarra, also of Ar- 
gentina, was made business manager. 
Paul Sheetz of the Evangelical Alliance 
Mission will serve as co-ordinator. 


The Cuba meeting resulted from the 
organizational efforts of Evangelical Lit- 
erature Overseas of Wheaton, Ill. Virgil 
Gerber, Executive Secretary of LEAL, 
indicated that his organization would 
work with other groups to establish an 
evangelical news syndicate, sponsor a 
program of training Latin American 
journalists, and otherwise work for the 
production and distribution of evangel- 
ical literature. 


TIP ON HERMENEUTICS 

In addition to the review of Dr. 
Unger’s book, Great Neglected Bible 
Prophecies, on page $1, I want to 
copy one paragraph from its early pages. 
By this method we get you here and 
there so that you can be aware of this 
important book. He writes, “Why is 


there such a stubborn insistence on the 
spiritualizing method by so many able 
commentators? Why is there such a 
despising attitude adopted toward the 
literally verbal, ‘realistic’ interpretations 
of these prophecies? The answer is, the 
roots of the error go deep, and their de- 
velopment is the result of century upon 
century of pernicious growth. As a re- 
sult, theological thought has become so 
entwined and interwoven with the error, 
so vitiated and distorted by it, that it 
seems powerless to free itself. It is amaz- 
ing how, in an instance like this [Ezek- 
iel’s vision of the Dry Bones], the dignity 
of ancient tradition and the authority of 
ecclesiastical pronouncement can blind 
men to the simple truth. It was indubit- 
ably a master stroke of Satan when he 
succeeded in overthrowing the healthy 
millennialism of the early Church. The 
cessation of persecution and the conse- 
quent influx of worldliness into the 
Church under the imperial favor of 
Constantine in the fourth century, the 
allegorizing of the influential Alexan- 
drian School and of Origen, and the 
confounding of the Church and the 
Kingdom, notably by the great Augus- 
tine, are listed by Louis Berkhof as the 
paramount reasons for the collapse of 
Chiliasm (a belief in the millennium) in 
the early Church. Thus the errors then 
introduced into the thinking of Chris- 
tians have had a millennium and a half 
to get the foothold they have today.” 
This book will help straighten out your 
thinking on prophetic Bible study. 


ECHO OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S EVE 
At a recent London auction, Emily 
Driscoll of New York was high bidder 
($1,792.00) for the letter Pope Gregory 
XIII wrote to Charles IX of France in 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Charles 
Wesley’s 
Greatest 
Hymn 


By William Emmet Shelton 





Charles Wesley preaching to the Indians 


Bettman Archives 


J ohn and Charles Wesley were perhaps two of the world’s greatest minister and hymn-writing brothers of 
all history. Between them they wrote more than six thousand hymns besides preaching throughout England, 
where they were born, and in Europe. In 1735 the brothers visited America, sojourning in Georgia with 
General Oglethorpe.- John Wesley organized the first Methodist congregation in 1740 in England. He claim- 
ed to have traveled a quarter million miles, during which time he preached forty thousand sermons. Charles 
Wesley, lesser known, perhaps, could claim his credit for preaching, too, but his fame lies in his great hymn, 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” Written in the 1740’s, today it is still considered one of the all-time favorites of 
all creeds and is found in every hymn book. Oddly enough, almost all the lines were taken from the Scrip- 
tures. The remarkable amount of time'and effort that Charles Wesley devoted to his research for these lines 


may be imagined from the references given with them. 


First verse 


Jesus, Lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high! 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
Till the storm of life is past; 
Safe into the haven guide, 

O receive my soul at last! 


Second verse 


Other refuge have | none; 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee: 
Leave, ah, leave me not alone, 
Still support and comfort me! 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All my help from Thee | bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing. 


JESUS, LOVER OF MY SOUL 


words by Charles Wesley 
Third verse 
Eph. 5:2 Thou, O Christ, art all | want; 
John 13:23 More than all in Thee | find; 
Ps. 69:2 Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Ps. 55:8 Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Ps. 27:5 Just and holy.is Thy name, 
Ps. 27:4 | am all unrighteousness; 
Ps. 107:30 False and full of sin | am, 
Acts 7:59 Thou are full of truth and grace. 
Fourth verse 
Ps. 46:1 Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Prov. 10:3 Grace to cover all my sin; 
Heb. 13:5 Let the healing streams abound, 
Isa. 66:12 Make and keep me pure within; 
Isa. 26:3 Thou of life the fountain art; 
Isa. 41:10 Freely let me take of Thee; 
Ps. 140:7 Spring Thou up within my heart, 
Ps. 57:1 Rise to all eternity. 
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Col. 3:2 

Col. 2:9 

Ps. 145:14 

Matt. 10:8; Mark 8:23 
Acts 3:14 

Rom. 1:29 

I John 1:8 

John 1:14 


ll Cor. 12:9 
Rom. 5:20 
Ezek. 47:9 

Ps. 51:10 
John 1:4 
Rev. 22:17 
John 4:14 
John 4:14 
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JOY FOR THE TAKING 


The letter from the Father to His “little children’? shows how 


we can live as Christians in a non-Christian world and have fullness of joy. 


but you might not have known it at first sight! One 

way and another, what with the pressure of circum- 
stances, the weakness and sometimes sinfulness of their own 
hearts, the persecution of others, and the disappointments 
they’d had with fellow Christians, there seemed a good 
many reasons for despondency; and they looked it, too! 

So the beloved John wrote to them, in order, as he said 
(I John 1:4), that “youR JOY MAY BE FULL.” Small wonder 
that this brief epistle brims with practical spiritual advice 
(why should we disassociate “practical” and “spiritual’’?) 
on how to live as a Christian in a non-Christian world and 
experience fullness of joy! And, after all, that is what 
Christ promised us (John 15:11) isn’t it? Let us, therefore, 
take to heart the teaching that the Holy Spirit gives through 
John for there are basic requirements to a life of Joy in 
Christ, and we shall find them in this First Epistle of John. 

Firstly there must be: 


T hey were Christians to whom John wrote his epistle, 


A Right Conception of God 


God, says this epistle quite flatly (vss. 5-7), is LIGHT, and 
in Him there is no darkness at all. It is as vital to the spirit- 
ual life to grasp this fact as it is to the natural life to appre- 
ciate the law of gravity or the incessant shining of the sun. 
If, at nightfall or when the sun became clouded, we 
thought it had disappeared or changed its habits, we might 
well panic; but as we know it is night because our earth 
has turned on its axis, or it is shadowed: because a cloud or 
building has come between us and the sun’s rays, we accept 
these things with understanding and equanimity. God is 
Light—clear-shining, incessant, uncreated Light—and in 
Him is no darkness at all. Consequently, if we walk in 
darkness the fault is on our side; we have turned away from 
Him on our axis of freewill or allowed some cloud to come 
between us. Whichever it is, be sure of this, the cloud and 
darkness is of our own making. Of course, we may and 
often do delude ourselves into thinking our fellowship is 
all right, while at the same time our actions belie our 
words, “we say we have fellowship with him but walk in 
darkness” (vs. 6). When our actions contradict our pro- 
fession, this is a living lie (vs. 6b) (as distinct from a spoken 
one), but by obedience to the light fellowship with God 


Mr. Fife, international chairman of the North Africa Mission, in this 
country recently, gave a series of talks on | John to the staff of the 
Evangelical Foundation at their weekly prayer meeting. This is the first 
of five articles based on those talks. 
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and our fellow-Christians can be restored, and Christ’s 
blood cleanses us from all sin (vs. 7). Let us then be very 
clear about this: God is Light, and if we are walking a path 
of separation from Him and fellow Christians, the only 
reason is sin. The power will not flow if the contact points 
are sooted up, and to acknowledge this is probably the 
greatest step forward into real blessing that we can make. 
Secondly we need: 


A Right Conception of Sin 


Sin, says someone, is an unpopular topic. This is not true 
as our newspapers clearly prove, seeing that the largest cir- 
culations can most easily be obtained by writing about and 
pandering to sin. If sin were unpopular, what would hap- 
pen to the gossip? So long as it is other peoples’ sin we are 
dealing with, it is the most popular subject in the world, 
and we talk with indignation and eloquence of the sins of 
Russia, Hollywood, our neighbors, our cities. But what 
about your sin and mine as Christians? It is that that the 
Lord is concerned about, but are we? Or do we (in surpris- 
ing sympathy with some psychiatrists!) call the thorn by 
some other name that is much more sweet? Moodiness, 
jealousy, anger, self-will, pride, evil-thinking, laziness, self- 
indulgence, sharp-dealing in business, being impossible to 
work with, carelessness with truth—do any of these find a 
place in us, and do we call them sin? Sin is falling short of 
God’s glory (Rom. 3:23), and anything and everything that 
makes us fall short is sin; then why not face the fact that 
we are sinners? If we are still in doubt, ask the people who 
know us best (and, perhaps, like us least—they will be de- 
lighted to help!); for, “if we say we have no sin we deceive 
ourselves” (but not others, and certainly not God!) and 
prove that we are not yielded to the truth (vs. 8). Face the 
sin, look at it squarely and confess it simply, naming it be- 
fore Him in prayer, and “He is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrightéousness” (vs. 9). 
But this simple remedy, costly to God because it was our 
sin that sent His Son to Calvary, and costly to us because 
it humbles our pride and brings us as penitents to His feet, 
is not meant to encourage us to sin or make it easy; quite 
the contrary for “these things are written that ye sin not” 
(2:1). The remedy for sin no more encourages it than mod- 
ern remedies for diphtheria, pneumonia, or polio, etc. en- 
courage us to try to contract these diseases! Christ’s advocacy 
(the same word as Comforter in John 14) of our case pro- 
pitiates (the word translated, “be merciful to me,” in the 
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God’s Revelation of Himself 


“The Bible makes no attempt at a definition of God. What it does is to 


give us a wealthy characterization of God.” 


From the forward by Paul S. Rees 


By Herbert F. Stevenson 


e€ many names and titles given to God in the Bible con- 

tain a revelation of His Person and character, and His 

purposes toward-mankind, of which even Christian 
people are often unaware. Names mean little to us: we use 
them merely as “labels” for the identification of one person 
from another. But in the East it is far otherwise. Bible 
names are significant. Some parents endeavored to express 
the character of their children in the names they gave 
them. Plainly the parents of Nabal (which means “Fool”) 
must have done so, in their disappointment at the earliest 
manifestation of his character; and years later his wife 
acknowledged, “As his name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, 
and folly is with him” (I Sam. 25:25). Occasionally names 
were changed in later life, to match the character. Our Lord 
was doing nothing extraordinary in giving to Simon the 
new name, Peter. 

Of course, in the majority of cases names indicated the 
faith or hopes of the parents rather than the character 
of their offspring—e.g. Elijah, “Jehovah is God,” Elimelech, 
“Elohim is King,” Elisha, “Salvation is of Elohim,” and 
Jehoiachin, “Strength of Jehovah.” But the names by 
which God chose to make Himself known to His people are 
not tinged with any of our human weaknesses or limita- 
tions; they are part of the self-revelation by which, at sundry 
times and in divers manners, He led His people into the 
knowledge of Himself. “Of God as He is in Himself,” writes 
Bishop Westcott, “in His absolute and unapproachable 
Majesty, we can as yet know nothing. But the names by 
which we are allowed to address Him gather up what is 
shown to us, relatively to our powers, of His working and 
of His will. The divine names receive and reflect scattered 
rays of heavenly truth as man can bear their effulgence; 
and when they have been set in our spiritual firmament 
they burn forever. Thus each name authoritatively given 
to God is, so to speak, a fresh and lasting revelation of His 
nature. Now in one title and now in another we catch 
glimpses of His ineffable glory.” 

While there are many different names for God, each 
revealing some distinctive aspect of His character or grace, 
the phrase “the name of God” is very frequently used in 
the Old Testament, and stands for God Himself—the 
cumulative Tevelation of all that is made known through 


This article is taken from the book, Titles of the Triune God, published 
by Fleming H. Revell Company, Westwood, N. J. at $2.50. it is the 
July selection of the Evangelical Book Club, or it may be ordered 
from ETERNITY book service. 


the various personal names. Thus, “the name of the Lorp” 
was proclaimed to Moses on Mount Sinai, when the Lord 
“passed by before him” and declared Himself to be “the 
Lorp, the Lorp God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering 
and abundant in goodness and truth. . .” (Exod. 34:5, 6). 
To “call upon the name of the Lorp” was to worship Him 
as God (Gen. 21:33; 26:25, etc.); to “forget His name” was 
to depart from Him (Jer. 23:27); and to “take the name of 
the Lorp in vain” was to affront His divine majesty (Exod. 
20:7). As Dr. J. W. Thirtle said, the name of God “sug- 
gested the honor, renown, the glorious nature, and holy 
character of the Maker of heaven and earth.” Another 
writer says that “the name” indicates “the whole of the 
divine manifestation; the character of God as revealed in 
His relationship to His people and His dealings with them” 
(ISBE). This expression, therefore, enshrined for the people 
of Israel the profoundest fact of revelation and experience— 
that God, the Maker of heaven and earth, was specifically 
their God, who had called Israel into covenant relationship 
with Himself. He was the God of covenant grace. Behind 
every usage of the expression “the name of the Lord” lay 
this conviction, that He would never deny His covenant 
or go back on His covenant promises. His name was the 
pledge of all that He had promised to be to them and do 
for them (I Sam. 12:22; Psa. 25:11). 


Abba, Father 


Most precious to us of all the titles of God, “Father” is 
essentially a New Testament name for the One revealed 


“here a little, there a little” in the various Old Testament ~ 


titles; the final unveiling of His Person and grace as 
“Father” had to await the Incarnation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This simple, yet profound and wondrous name ex- 
presses the most intimate relationship with Himself into 
which He brings the redeemed among men, in Christ. The 
most satisfying words the human heart can know and 
tongue utter, “Abba, Father,” are the gift of the gospel to 
all who believe. It was our Lord Himself who first* taught 
His disciples to say, “Our Father. . .” 

Abba is an Aramaic word, meaning “Father.” It is very 
simple to pronounce—Ab-ba—so that a baby could say it 
even before cutting its first tooth. It was indeed the very 
first word which Hebrew babies of our Lord’s day customari- 
ly spoke; and undoubtedly was the first word formed by 
the infant lips of Jesus. The phrase “Abba, Father” is 
tautological; it repeats the same word in Aramaic and in 
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Through His Name 


Greek. The reason for this is that in the original Scriptures 
the Aramaic Abba was translated into the Greek Pater, 
“Father,” for the benefit of Greek-speaking readers who 
could not understand Aramaic. Thus this phrase—which 
has become a cherished title of God—unites Jew and Gentile 
believers in a common address to Him as Father. It ex- 
presses the fact that the “middle wall of partition” between 
Jew and Gentile is broken down (Eph. 2:14); we are “all 
one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). 

There are anticipations of the title in the Old Testament, 
in a few scattered texts in which Jehovah declared Himself 
to be a Father to Israel, His chosen people (Exod. 4:22; 
Deut. 32:6; Jer. 31:9; Hos. 11:1). But as so used the word 
was regarded as metaphorical: a figure of speech expressing 
the tender love and patient grace of God toward the nation, 
unworthy and erring though it was. The Psalmist indicates 
the response of the true Israelite to this revelation of the 
heart and will of God, when he says, “Like as a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lorn pitieth them that fear him” 
(Psa. 103:13). It is profoundly illuminating that so Spirit- 
taught a man as David did not address God as “Father,” 
but said that “like as a father . ..so the Lorp.. .” Ina 
word, the relationship expressed in the term “Father” was 
regarded as an analogy only, not an actual fact. To the 
devout Jew of Old Testament times, God was so high and 
awesome, so terrible in majesty, that even His covenant 
name Jehovah was considered too holy to be uttered; to 
address Him as Father would have seemed intolerable pre- 
sumption. Later, in the period “between the Testaments,” 
when spiritual life—as distinct from religious punctiliousness 
and ceremonialism—was at lowest. ebb, the term found its 
way into the liturgy of the Synagogue, and Dr. J. W. Thirtle 
quotes from it such phrases as “father of Mercy” and “One 
is our God: He is our Father: He is our King. . .” But 
even at this time, when the use of the word became familiar 
in the worship of the synagogues, it was applied to God 
only in relation to the nation; no individual Jew would 
have taken it upon his lips in his private prayers and de- 
votions. As Dr. Thirtle adds, “Israel knew that doctrine 
in its external features, not as to its internal relations.” 

That knowledge could come only in and through Christ. 
It is one of the remarkable—though not often noticed—facts 
concerning our Lord, that His use of the word “Father” 
in prayer, and regarding His relationship to God, did not 
give offense, as it would to any true Jew on any other lips 
than His. His use of the word was so natural, so self- 
authenticating, that to the disciples it struck no jarring 
note of over-familiarity toward God. The Pharisees, of 
course, realized the implications of it and charged Him 
with blasphemy, “making himself equal with God” (John 
5:18). And indeed, unless He were equal with God His 
words were blasphemous. To address God as “Father” is 
the right only of the Son, and those to whom He imparts 
“the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father” 
(Rom 8:15; Gal. 4:6). It was only because Christ could 
say “My Father” that He could add “. . . and your Father,” 
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and proceed to teach us to say, “Our Father. . .” (John 
20:17; Matt. 6:9). “It is through the revelation of the Son,” 
says Westcott, “that we can find each our personal fellowship 
with a Father in heaven. And at the same time it is through 
the revelation of the Son that the idea of Fatherhood is 
shown to lie in the very Nature of Godhead itself. In the 
life and death of Christ there is a revelation unexhausted 
and inexhaustible of the Father, His Father and our 
Father.” Again Westcott says, with rare felicity of language, 
“As Son of God Jesus knew the Father perfectly, As Son 
of man, He revealed the Father perfectly.” Here we touch 
upon the mystery of the Trinity, and would re-affirm as 
the basis of all our studies the historic faith of the Church 
expressed in the Athanasian creed: “The Father is God, 
the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God, and yet there 
are not three Gods, but one God. The God-head of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost is all one, 
the Glory equal, the Majesty co-eternal. And in this Trinity 
none is afore or after the other; none is greater or less 
than another, but the whole three Persons are co-eternal 
together and co-equal.” 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son, came out from 
the “bosom” of the Father, to reveal Him unto us (John 
1:18). In Him we see and know the Father (John 14:7-11). 
Through His redeeming work, He is “bringing many sons 
into glory” (Heb. 2:10). Through faith in Him sinful men, 
estranged from God, are “born again” (John 3:3), and in 
the new birth become “sons of God” (John 1:12; Rom. 
8:14, 19; Phil. 2: 15; I John 3: 1,2). This sonship is “in 
Christ”; it is in virtue of relationship to Christ, the Son 
(Gal. 4: 6). The words “Abba, Father” arising in our 
hearts by the Spirit, are the witness and seal of our “adop- 
tion” (Rom. 8:15). They are the most blessed, most 
wondrous words human lips can utter. For in knowing God 
as Father we enter into the most intimate, privileged, 
eternal relationship with God, in Christ. “The name 
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In New York City, the Daily News carried a classified ad: “Funeral 
Parlor, established years, fully equipped, selling due to 
death.” Yes, the death rate is still one per person. The undertakers 
will die, and so will all others. Mary Baker eddy’shouse;became va- 
cant in spite of her claim that death was an error of. mortal. mind, 
Oral Roberts’ tent will be for sale some day because of his sickness 
and death which he will not be able to . Those who are be- 
lievers in Christ can say, “We know that if our earthly dwelling, like 
a tent, is taken down, we have a permanent house in Heaven made, 
not by man, but by God. In this present frame we sigh with deep © 
longing for the heavenly house” (I! Cor. 5:1, 2, Phillips). ~ . 
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The 
LAYMAN 
and the 
CULTS 


By Walter R. Martin 


Do Christians know the score 
cult-wise? Not enough care, 


warns an expert 


t is the unfortunate and painful truth today that most 

Christian laymen are virtually no match for many 

varieties of cult adherents, and sad to say, the Christian 
public today is woefully unprepared to “fence” either 
spiritually or verbally with a well-trained cultist. This 
lamentable condition basically, we believe, is due to leth- 
argy on the part of most Christians where the study of the 
fundamentals of the gospel is concerned. Christian laymen 
as a whole in their attitude toward the cults generally fall 
into one of three categories. The reader will doubtless recog- 
nize in the course of this study the one in which he or she 
holds an active, if not charter membership, so perhaps it 
will prove entertaining, if not profitable. 


The Dreamer 


This particular class of believers consists largely of per- 
sons who feel that refuting cultism is a negative approach 
to Christian witnessing and should not be indulged in by 
average Christians but by specially trained polemicists in 
the cult field. These badly deluded people parrot their fav- 
orite texts from the Bible, blatantly out of context and only 
partially quoted at times, arguing from them that the cults 





This article is taken from the author's latest book, The Christian and the 
Cults, which will be published July 30, by Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Minn. Copies of the book may be ordered from 
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should be “let alone” for if they are “of man” they will 
eventually fail (Acts 5:38). Therefore, they conclude, let us 
say to the cults what Michael did to the devil, “the Lord 
rebuke thee” (Jude 9), and content ourselves with “preach- 
ing the Word” (II Tim. 4:2), or the “positive” side of the 
gospel, and leave the cults to the theologians and pastors. 

The question that immediately arises when this position 
is stated is that of the scriptural validity of such a view, or, 
do the three texts cited really teach what they are alleged 
to teach? Let us examine them and see if such is the case. 

Acts 5:38—“‘And now I say unto you, refrain from these 
men and let them alone, for if this counsel or if this work 
be of men it will come to naught.” 


This particular text is in the context of Gamaliel’s advice 
to the Jews concerning Christianity and, therefore, has no 
reference whatever to non-Christian religions or cults. The 
very next text, verse 39, states that “if it (Christianity) be 
of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even 
to fight against God.” On this same basis, then, these Chris- 
tians should cease criticizing and opposing all false move- 
ments, abandon their missionary efforts and cease proselytiz- 
ing other faiths, because Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Con- 
fucianism, Taoism, Shintoism, etc., have been in existence 
a long time and are still thriving; therefore, they too must 
be “of God,” and we are opposing God by opposing them! 
Of course, these brethren will never consent to such things, 
yet it is the logical sequence of action one must take based 
on Acts 5:38, 39. What then is the answer to this problem? 
The solution is really quite evident in the context itself. 
The counsel given the Jews in vss. 38, 39 by Gamaliel is 
not the Word of God, as the Bible states (vss. 34, 35), -but 
human advice, whether divinely instigated for the purpose 
of Christian protection or not, and as such is merely record- 
ed in Scripture and is in no sense part of Scripture or to be 
obeyed as such. Secondly, Gamaliel’s advice is rejected by 
both Paul and Jude (I Timothy 4:2, Jude 3) and is, there- 
fore, inapplicable where the resistance of error by Chris- 
tians is concerned. Christians are commanded to “contend 
for the faith” just as vigorously as they are commanded to 
preach the Word, for these truths are each on opposite sides 
of the gospel coin and must be obeyed with equal reverence. 
Studious Christians should never forget that even the gos- 
pel has its “negative” side. For example, before a man can 
be saved, he must think a whole succession of “negative” 
thoughts, such as, “all men are sinners;' all sinners are 
eternally lost; therefore, since I am a man and as the result 
a sinner, I am eternally lost.” Only then will he ever be 
able to think “positively” or preach a positive message to 
lost souls. Repentance is, therefore, the result of negative 
thinking about one’s self and status before God, which 
leads to a positive experience with Jesus Christ solely 
through God’s free grace accepted by faith as a gift of God 
(Eph. 2:8-10). 

The New Testament plainly states that “in the last days 
perilous times will come” during which men will love pleas- 
ure more than God” and “give heed to seducing spirits and 
the doctrines of devils” instead of the Word of the Lord 
(II Tim. 3:1, 4 and I Tim. 4:1). The attitude of the Chris- 
tian toward these persons is to be one of turning away (II 
Tim. 3:5) while at the same time contending “for the faith” 
(Jude 3). That is, we should avoid their errors, recognizing 
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them for what they are, “the doctrines of devils” and seek 
to win them to Christ by a positive testimony which in- 
cludes refutation of their false teachings (II Tim. 4:2). This 
is the divine prescription for combatting error and the hon- 
est student of Scripture will find that it is not only thor- 
oughly biblical, but it works in practical Christian ex- 
perience. 

The second text utilized by the “dreamer class” in de- 
fense of their continued slumber is II Timothy 4:1, which 
they quote as follows: “I charge thee therefore before God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ . . . preach the Word.” 


The interested reader will observe that actually this is a 
partial quotation of verse one and a quotation of the first 
phrase from verse two, the latter part of verse two, particu- 
larly, being either carefully omitted or overlooked. The 
addition of the remainder of verse two, “be instant in sea- 
son, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine,” renders further comment on this 
point unnecessary since the inspired .apostle includes the 
command to refute error in the same verse that he com- 
mands the preaching of the Word. This fact, coupled with 
the numerous statements already cited in the New Testa- 
ment (which urge Christians to unmask, withstand, and at- 
tack perversions of the gospel), utterly decimates this at- 
tempt by the dreamers to emphasize the preaching of the 
Word at the expense of its defense and reveals the folly of 
ignoring the growing menace of cultism. 

Jude 9 is the last prominent text cited in an attempt to 
prove that the laissez faire (let alone) attitude is correct 
where cults are concerned; therefore, let us examine its 
teaching. 

“But when the archangel Michael, contending with the 
devil, disputed about the body of Moses, he did not pre- 
sume to pronounce a reviling judgment upon him, but said 
‘the Lord rebuke you’” (RSV). 

It is dogmatically argued from this text that since Mi- 
chael, an archangel, did not “presume” (the Greek etolmese 
is better translated “dare’”’) to rebuke the devil, Christians 
ought not to rebuke either cults or cultists since they are 
admittedly energized by Satan and our attitude towards 
them should be the same as Michael’s was towards the devil. 

The answer to this apparently formidable objection is 
found in many verses of Scripture and in the context of 
Jude 9 itself. Michael the archangel, we are told, was dis- 
puting with Satan over the body of Moses; however, just 
what the issue was, Jude never does explain. Satan, it must 
be understood, is “the god of this world” (II Cor. 4:4), and 
his power is so vast that even Michael dared not rebuke 
him, but Michael’s position is not that of the Christian, 
who is indwelt by the Holy Spirit (John 14:16, 17) and 
commanded by God to “resist the devil” (James 4:7) and 
to “stand” against him clothed in the “whole armor (or 
panoply) of God” (Eph. 6:14-18). This being the case, and 
the Scriptures clearly teach that it is, we are not to allow 
ourselves to be “overcome by evil,” but rather we are en- 
joined to “overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). If, then, 
we “resist the devil,” James tells us, “he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7), and Peter warns us that though Satan “prowls 
around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devout” (I 
Pet. 5:8 RSV), we are to “resist him firm in your faith” 
(I Pet. 5:9 RSV) because “greater is he that is in you (the 
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Holy Spirit) than he (Satan) that is in the world” (I John 
4:4). P 
Thus we see that though Michael was prohibited from 
accusing Satan, this in no way changes the fact that our 
relationship to Satan is different from Michael's, and by 
divine command we are instructed to “resist” and “stand” 
against him and his emissaries, knowing that we, too, by the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit may share the victory 
over him that our Lord has already obtained (John 16:33). 

The cults are our enemies becausé they are the enemies 
of our Savior and His teachings and should be recognized 
as such and vigorously resisted. Meanwhile, we may rejoice 
in the knowledge that we shall someday “overcome the 
wicked one” (I John 4:4), even as John wrote, and this 
only because Christ is living in us and giving us the victory 
of His resurrection life (Gal. 2:20). 


The Procrastinators 


This class of Christians is, perhaps, the most detrimental 
to the task of stemming the flow of pernicious cult doctrines 
because it hinders the efforts of others as well as contribut- 
ing nothing to the cause of Christian apologetics. 

Many years ago the author attended a Roman Catholic 
parochial school, though he was not a Catholic, and aside 
from the good education it provided, he learned by. heart a 
little proverb which hung on the wall just over the teacher's 
desk, which read, “Procrastination is the thief of time.” It 
taught him that neglecting work that needs to be done is 
indeed foolishness since it must be done anyway in the end. 
Further, applying this in a Christian context, the neglecting 
of God’s work is more than foolishness; it is sin, because 
our first responsibility in life is to Him, and His work takes 
precedence over our own, whatever it may be. To illustrate 
this point, one only need turn to Acts 17:32, where some of 
the Athenians, after hearing Paul’s magnificent polemical 
sermon on the Deity, procrastinated or put off accepting the 
Lord Jesus Christ; “we will hear thee again on the matter,” 
were their words as they casually passed by the opportunity 
to accept the risen Son of God. 

(Continued on page 38) 








A man who operated an ice house in the old days once lost a good 
watch in the sawdust. He offered a reward, and though men went 
through the sawdust with rakes they were not able to find it. When 
they left the building for lunch, a small boy went into the ice house 


-and came out a few minutes later with the watch. They asked him 


how he had found it, and he replied, “I just lay down in the saw- 
dust and listened, and finally | heard the watch ticking.” There are 
some of you who have lost more than a watch. If you will be very 
still and listen quietly, the Lord will speak to you and show you 
just where you lost the power and the victory which you so sorely 

it again—it will be through the Lord Jesus 
Christ—as He shows you how sin came and interfered, and how you 
ck into fellowship and peace (I John 1). 
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BIBLE SCHOOL HEADS REPLY TO STACEY WOODS 


C. Stacey Woods’ article, “Are Bible Schools and Seminaries Doing 
the Job?” (ETEerNity, July, 1956), stimulated varied responses from 
leaders of the Christian educational field. Some felt that Mr. Woods was 
too severe in his comments; some felt he should have discussed the matter 
in private with the educators involved. In analyzing the mail, the Editors 
were impressed by the fact that there were far more educators who agreed 
than disagreed with the article. It is the sincere desire of the Editors that 
discussion of this subject will stimulate thinking and result in benefits to 


the total Christian enterprise. 


TIME TO RE-EVALUATE 
Sirs: 

In his article Are Bible Schools and 
Seminaries Doing the Job? C. Stacey 
Woods, a great lover of young people, 
has touched off something fundamental 
regarding the future leadership of the 
church at home and abroad. It is indeed 
time for the Bible institutes, Bible col- 
leges, and seminaries to re-evaluate the 
products of their institutions and find 
out if they are turning out men of God 
or just Christian workers. No graduate 
can impart the living Christ to dying 
souls unless he has been transformed 
himself, and no man can be a God-sent 
representative to minister at home or 
abroad unless he has received this im- 
perative call from God. 

It is also of primary importance that 
every faculty member in our Christian 
institutions be a Spirit-filled man of 
God, called of God to his task, and 
ready by preparation and prayer to 
manifest the glorious Christ that pos- 
sesses him to the student body. 

We heartily agree that emphasis must 
be placed on eight fundamental issues 
by our Bible institutes, Bible colleges, 
and seminaries if they are to be used by 
God to prepare future leadership for 
world evangelization. 


1. A God-called student body. 

2. A Holy Spirit-inspired faculty. 

3. A Christ-proclaimed message that 
fills the whole life. 

4. A rightful place given to the Word 
of God in the curriculum. 

5. A prominent position in the pro- 
gram for prayer and praise. 

6. A practical schedule for Christian 
work assignments. 


24 When we pray God to search us, we are praying for courage to examine ourselves 


7. A special emphasis on evangelism, 
with a passion to win and. establish 
souls in Christ. 

8. A graduating class infilled and en- 
dued with Holy Spirit power for 
life service. 

Tuomas MosE Ley, President 
Nyack Missionary College 
Nyack, N. Y. 
Sirs: 

. - If you print this article in 
ETERNITY, we shall consider it our Chris- 
tian duty to stop our ads in your paper, 
seeing that we will be well plastered 
with mud. 

TALMAGE Payne, Director 
Carver Bible Institute 
Atlanta, Georgia 


RESPONSIBILITY DISCLAIMED 
Sirs: 

The central problem raised by Stacey 
Woods is as old as the history of sin 
and has never been adequately solved by 
any generation. Paul lamented that he 
had only one Timothy: “For I have no 
man likeminded, who will naturally care 
for your state” (Phil. 2:20). The world 
has seen only one example of perfect 
holiness. 

But why should this problem be dis- 
cussed as though Christian schools were 
responsible for the situation. As Mr. 
Woods himself recognizes, only God can 
make men and women of God. The 
Christian schools are no more responsi- 
ble for the current shortage of spiritual 
giants than is the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship. Those of us engaged in 
Christian education would disagree with 
Mr. Woods when he charges emphasis 
on the spiritual life is neglected. That 
this emphasis always accomplishes its ob- 


jectives, none of us would maintain. 

One final comment is that such criti- 
cal suggestions would accomplish far 
more if they were sent privately to ad- 
ministrators and not broadcast to the 
Christian public. A critical article on 
Inter-Varsity could be written but it 
would be a disservice to a testimony 
which has the evident approval and 
blessing of God. 

Roy L. Atpricu, President 
Detroit Bible Institute 
Detroit, Mich. 
Sirs: 

The article . . . was splendid... . 
Within recent years I heard an educa- 
tional secretary of one of our evangelical 
bodies say, “The spiritual should never 
take precedence over the academic, and 
the academic should never take preced- 
ence over the spiritual.” Our faculty and 
I heartily disagree with this statement. 
Though we believe that students’ work 
in the classroom should be thorough, we 
are convinced that the spiritual must be 
given the greater emphasis if it is not 
to be pushed to one side. Because spirit- 
ual finesse is more difficult and costly to 
achieve, the natural man is too readily 
satisfied with academic achievement. We 
believe that it is important to know the 
Word of God, but are constantly re- 
minding each other that the knowledge 
of the letter of the Word should be for 
one purpose—to know Him who is the 
Word in an intimate relationship. 

For several years we as a faculty have 
met a few days before the opening of 
school to consider the work. of the new 
school year. A considerable portion of 
this time is spent discussing how we may 
more adequately train our students to 
be godly leaders in the Christian church. 
We are very ready to acknowledge that 
at times we feel frustrated in our en- 
deavor to find the answers to these prob- 
lems. We are eager to learn from others 
in the body of Christ and would be 
happy to receive any information which 
may be gleaned by other schools from a 
study in this field. Our school is particu- 
larly interested to find the answers to 
the following questions: 


(Continued on page 45) 
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A Call to Christian Living 
(Temperance) 


Background Scripture: I Peter 2:1-3; 4:1-11; 
II Peter 1 
Devotional Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 
Memory Selection: I Peter 1:13 


What is the basic con- 
trolling motive of your 
life? That question, not always easy to an- 
swer, is at the root of today’s lesson. There 
are only two possible answers, for either 
Christ is in control and we are implicitly 
obeying Him, or self is in the saddle and 
we are following what the Bible calls “the 
lusts of the flesh.” We must remember that 
self can be clothed in religious raiment and 
still demand to be satisfied so that we go 
to church, but if the music, sermon, tem- 
perature, welcome (or a hundred and one 
other things) do not exactly minister to our 
thinking, we are offended. Self has lusted 
to be satisfied, and if it isn’t there is trou- 
ble! The question, therefore, is not, “What 
do we do with our lives?” but, “Why do we 
do these things?” There are many who in 
their own eyes do no wrong—no “worldly” 
appearance or activity is entertained—but 
their motive is self-gratification for such 
abstention gives a most enjoyable feeling of 
self-righteousness and ensures the esteem of 
others! So subtle is self that a preacher (or 
writer!) can even be proud of preaching or 
writing about victory over it! Such an ex- 
ample gives a cogent reason for our ap- 
proaching this lesson with humility and an 
earnest desire to learn. 


INTRODUCTION 


EXPOSITION 
Our Example 


“Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered 
for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise 
with the same mind” (I Pet. 4:1). The 
thought here is that in His life and death 
Christ showed us that the purely physical 
must be subjected to the spiritual, that this 
is costly, and that we must have a like at- 
titude (for such is the meaning “be of the 
same mind”). There is no hint here of an 
unhealthy attitude of mind to things’ physi- 
cal for Christ’s perfect body was without 
sin; it is simply the recognition that the 
body, meant to be a vehicle for the spirit, 
can and, if allowed, will assert itself over 
the spirit so that its subjection to God’s 
will means suffering—the suffering of self- 
denial. We are faced with the alternative 
that either the spirit will suffer and the 
flesh be indulged, or the flesh will suffer 
and the spirit will be ascendant. The graft- 
ed tree will either revert to its old wild 
nature, which will be flourishing but use- 
less, or the new life will dominate and ex- 
clude the old and therefore bring forth 
luscious fruit. Christ gave to us the new 
God-pleasing nature when we were born 
again, but unless we let this dominate us 
(I Peter 4:2) we shall bear no fruit. 


Our Choice 


Verses three to six are perhaps better un- 
derstood in Phillips’ translation: “Our past 
life may have been good enough for pagan 
purposes, though it meant sensuality, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousals, and worship- 
ping forbidden gods. Indeed, your former 
companions may think it very queer that 
you will no longer join with them in their 
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By HAROLD W. FIFE 


riotous excesses, and accordingly say all 
sorts of unpleasant things about you. Don’t 
worry: they are the ones who will have to 
explain their behaviour before the One 
Who is prepared to judge all men, whether 
living or dead.” It will be noted that it is 
excess that is condemned and temperance 
enjoined, and the Christian is to live a 
calm, self-controlled, prayerful life in the 
light of the imminent return of Christ (I 
Peter 4:7). In addition we are to cultivate 
fervent (lit.: intense) love to our fellow 
Christians and express it in generous hos- 
pitality and self-sacrificing service (vss. 8- 
10). The world turns to its drunkenness and 
debauchery for pleasure and is deluded in- 
to thinking its shams are realities; Satan 
has his counterfeits of everything, so love 
is replaced by lust, the fullness of the 
Spirit by drunkenness (Eph. 5:18), and the 
joy of Christian erage | by the carous- 
ings of the inebriated. All these counter- 
feits create an insatiable appetite that even- 
tually traps and ruins the devotee. In 
turning from them the Christian is not to 
live in a vacuum but to enjoy realities—to 
have intense love, show generous, unflagging 
hospitality, and, by diligent exercise of the 
gifts God has given to His children, to en- 
joy life and glorify God in so doing (vss. 
10, 11). When there is a keen appetite for 
things of the spirit, there is no joy or satis- 
faction comparable with Christian fellow- 
ship, worship, and ministry in the Spirit. 


Saviour, if of Zion’s cit 

I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity 

I will glory in Thy Name: 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure 
All his boasted pomp and show: 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Zion’s children know. 


So wrote John Newton, for years a slave- 
trader and profligate, but who after his con- 
version became a great preacher and hymn- 
writer. The life of Christ control and self- 
discipline is, paradoxically, one of liberty 
and joy. 


From the moment the 
baby is born it longs 
for human food. It is just as natural 
for the born-again Christian to long for 
spiritual food (I Peter 2:2) that he may 
grow thereby. But the palate can _ be 
coarsened. When the children of Israel had 
been eating manna from heaven for some 
time, they fell into sin, and old longings 
returned so they wept and said, ““Who shall 
give us flesh to eat? We remember the fish 
which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cu- 
cumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, 
and the onions, and the garlicks: but now 
our soul is dried away: there is nothing at 
all beside the manna... (Num. 11:4-6). 
Strange how memory plays tricks! They re- 
membered the fish and food, but not 
Pharoah and his taskmasters; falling into 
sin they magnified the joys of Egypt and 
minimized its curse! So it is with us. We 
shall desire the sincere milk of the Word 
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and find satisfaction and joy in it and in 
our fellowship and service in the measure 
in which the new nature is in the ascend- 
ant. Neglect this new nature and the old 
demanding appetites return. 

What are our dominating appetites, and 
which nature controls our life, the old or 
new? It is as well to answer these questions 
with the Judgment Seat in mind (I Peter 4: 
5-7); the gospel that could bring liberation 
from fleshly chains had been preached to 
some who were now dead and beyond its 
reach (to say that the gospel was preached 
to them who are dead is not to say it was 
preached to them when dead); with this 
solemn reminder we are urged now to 
make the choice (vs. 7). 


AUGUST 12, 1956 
The Way of Christian Fellowship 
Background Scripture: I John 1—2:17; 
II and III John 
Devotional Reading: Philippians 2:1-11 
Memory Selection: I John 1:7 


INTRODUCTION ‘The similarity between 

the opening verses of the 
Gospel according to Tohn and his first 
epistle are apparent at first glance. As we 
look closer we find, as may be expected, 
that the Epistle deals with the same truths 
but more particularly with the emphasis 
on their impact on the believer. So the 
Gospel ins, “In the beginning was the 
Word” while the Epistle stresses “that 
which was from the inning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, of the Word of life. 
..-” Running right through these epistles 
of John is this emphasis on the great 
change that takes place in the lives of those 
who receive Christ and md to His 
truth. This change has at its center fellow- 
ship with God, which in turn gives us fel- 
lowship with other Christians and an out- 
going love to the world. John, having 
learned. from Christ, knows nothing of a 
belief that does not radically change our 
relationships, and we shall do well to emu- 
late him. 


EXPOSITION 
The Source of Fellowship 
Fellowship means communion or sharing. 


It is one of the most precious words in the 
Christian vocabulary and of our one- 
ness with God, of our sharing in the broken 
body and shed blood of our Lord, and of 
our union with all fellow believers. 
Communion is indeed a hallowed word 
to us. Small wonder that Satan has stolen 
it to give the title of Communism to the 
anti-God forces of the world, and to por- 
tray a miserable counterfeit of the real 
thing! Our fellowship begins with the Fa- 
ther and with His Son — Christ and 
then overflows to His children (I John 3). 
It is not the unity of an organization but of 
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organism, and its realization is sheer joy 
(vs. 4). To have fellowship with God we 
must be one in purpose and nature with 
Him for how can two walk together except 
they be agreed? God is Light, unblinking 
and unshadowed, and to share life with 
Him we must desire to walk in light and 
have done with sin in deed as well as word 
(vss. 5, 6). This cannot be on the basis of 
ignoring sin, for if God could condone or 
overl it He would not be Absolute 
Light; our fellowship with God, therefore, 
is by way of a desire to walk in light, a 
frank confession to God of our sin, and 
trust in the complete efficacy of the blood 
of Jesus Christ to cleanse us from all sin 
(vss. 7-10). The fellowship with the God 
of Light thus entered into is maintained 
through our continual desire not to sin, but 
when because of human frailty we do falter 
and fall, we rely on the advocacy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (2: 1, 2). It must be 
emphasized that fellowship can only be at- 
tained and maintained on the basis of 
cleansed sin. 


The Strength of Fellowship 


John does not divide into separate com- 
partments our fellowship with God and 
that with fellow Christians; he sees them as 
interrelated and as the latter being the 
overflow of the former (I John 1:3, 7). It 
must bluntly be said that any lack of unity 
is a lack of spirituality stemming directly 
from imperfectly realized fellowship with 
God. Real heart oneness with Him and one 
another is a great source of strength, and 
in this way we have an experience of joy 
(I John 1:4) that has no counterpart in the 
world for “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength” (Neh. 8:10). God has ordained 
the enrichment and strengthening of the 
Church through its natural ministries as is 
detailed for us in the 4th chapter of Ephes- 
ians, and we only realize the full richness 
of these interdependent ministries as they 
operate in oneness. The Church is the body 
of Christ, and as each part of the human 
body derives its strength from, and gives 
strength to, the other parts, so does the 
Church. 

We are also strengthened in our witness, 
for as our Lord insisted that His resource 
for living and witnessing on earth was de- 
rived from oneness with the Father (John 
14:10, etc.), so our testimony only rings true 
when emanating from fellowship with God 
and evidenced by unity with our fellow be- 
lievers (John 13:35). 

The real strength of a church or group 
is not in its material resources or efficient 
organization, but in its fellowship with God 
and resultant fellowship among fellow 
members. Isolated mountain streams fed by 
the eternal snows may seem insignificant, 
but running together they make the mighty 
river, the fertile plains, and the - waving 
harvests. If the hearts of God’s le are 
truly watered by fellowship with Him the 
confluence of the many streams will become 
a river of blessing bringing fertility to bar- 
ren places and reaping a mighty harvest. 
Perhaps folk in your corner of the world 
(and mine) hesitate to join us and wait un- 
til they can look at us and say “see how 
these Christians love one another.” 


The best way in which to 
appreciate today’s lesson 
is to put it into practice and that, not by 
calling a conference on Christian unity, but 
by making a beginning in your home, 
church or group. Firstly, by confessing our 
sin and seeking the cleansing of the blood 
of Christ, let us renew and rejoice in our 
fellowship with God; then let us put right 
every wrong relationship and begin really 
to enjoy our oneness with all fellow be 
lievers in Christ (I John 2:9-11); after thi 
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let this be complemented by looking for 
opportunities of mutual ministry in love 
and self-sacrifice; as we do so, we shall find 
ourselves in the midst of a rising tide of 
blessing that will touch practically and 
vitally our homes, church, business, and, in- 
deed, every facet of life, and we shall be 
experiencing and revealing Christ’s answer 
to the world’s heartache: “our fellowship is 
with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ; 

. . we have fellowship one with another.” 


AUGUST 19, 1956 
The Grounds of Christian Assurance 


Background Scripture: I John 2:28—5:21 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 46 
Memory Selection: I John 5:4 


INTRODUCTION John tells us that he 

writes this Epistle in or- 
der that we may have unlimited fellowship 
with Him and one another and unalloyed 
joy (I John 1:4, 5). We have neither fellow- 
ship nor joy unless we build them upon 
the foundation of assurance. This is found 
firstly in the love of God for us. “Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us that we should be called 
the children of God, and such we are” (3: 
1; R.V.). Not our love to Him but the 
Father-love bestowed upon us that makes 
us His children—that is the basic ground of 
assurance. In regard to spiritual . things 
some of us live more like waifs and strays 
than children, while some others act like 
paying guests, visiting patronizingly and oc- 
casionally the house of worship or the place 
of private prayer, but knowing littie or 
nothing of the sunny, unsophisticated ac- 
ceptance of being God’s children with the 
corollarial experience of fellowship result- 
ing in joy. From the great fountain of 
God's love from which emanates our sal- 
vation there come other streams of assur- 
ance which are mentioned in our lesson 
today. 


EXPOSITION 
Assurance of Heart 


“Let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. And 
hereby (i.e. by this) we know that we are 
of the truth, and shall assure our hearts 
before Him” (3:18, 19). One of the fruits 
of real conversion is loving liberality (Acts 
2:44, etc.) for the love of God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by His spirit, and the char- 
acteristic of His love (the source and pat- 
tern of all true love) is that it gives in an 
unceasing outpouring. We may hinder this 
either by selfishness or by over-legalized 
tithing; but “high Heaven rejects the law 
of nicely calculated less or more,” and His 
Spirit (because it is He) will reverse in us 
the process of wanting everything to flow to 
us and will lead us to “love in deed and 
truth.” If we have known this inflooding 
and outpouring love and yielded to its 
sweet influence, it “assures our hearts be- 
fore Him” (vs. 19), but if we have stifled 
it and conscience condemns us, then we 
must remember that God knows this far 
better than we (vs. 20). The presence in 
our hearts of a more-than-human urge to 
practical, loving generosity is one of God’s 
assurances to us; neglect to satisfy it will 
mar fellowship and hinder our joy. 


Assurance in Prayer 


“If our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence toward God. And whatsoever 
we ask, we receive of Him. . .” (3:21, 22). A 
child in right relationship with its parent 
asks with t confidence for all that it 
needs, but if its conscience is troubling or 


if it is unwilling to obey the parent, he 
either stays out of the way or asks falter- 
ingly! In other words the confidence that 
the child has in asking is based on: 
(1). A clear conscience, 
(2). A willingness to obey. 

And so is assurance in prayer as is taught 
in our passage here (vss. 21, 22) and by our 
Lord in—to quote only one of many ex- 
pn old ge 15:7. “If ye abide in me and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 
Our young children do not drive automo- 
biles, nor do we let them loose in atomic 
establishments; this is a mark of our love 
for them, for power needs mature control. 
Prayer is one of the greatest powers avail- 
able to us, and God in His love cannot trust 
it to the unredeemed or irresponsible. But 
if we desire to please our Father “whatso- 
ever we ask, we receive of Him.” That is 
our assurance in prayer. 


Assurance of Fellowship 


As prayer is on the basis of obedience so 
is fellowship—that oneness with God that 
is not a “feeling” (though thank God it 
oft-times includes a felt experience) but a 
relationship. To enjoy fellowship with God 
we must be “right” with Him and with our 
fellow-Christians (vs. 23), or, to quote our 
Lord’s own words, “We must love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, . . . and our 
neighbor as ourselves”; to obey God in this 
means we are dwelling in Him and He in 
us (vs. 24). Some people always want to live 
in an atmosphere of emotional crisis and, 
therefore, spend their time alternately on 
the crest and in the trough of the waves of 
life. No marriage or friendship can long 
flourish in this exotic atmosphere, and 
neither can the spiritual life. Christ is con- 
stant, and when He comes to us in the Per- 
son of His Spirit, He comes to abide for 
ever (Matt. 28:20; Heb. 13:6,8; etc.). On 
His side there is no variableness, neither 
shadow caused by turning, and, therefore, 
we can be absolutely certain that provided 
we are (as far as we know) obeying His 
commandments, He is abiding with us. Just 
as marriage is a relationship (not a feeling) 
that can only be broken by a definite act 
of will, so our fellowship with God is a 
relationship made possible by God’s out- 
poured and seeking love (I John 3:1), ac- 
cepted on our part by believing on the 
Name of His Son Jesus Christ and by will- 
ingness to obey Him (3:23), and sealed on 
God’s side by His Spirit. Such a relation- 
ship is eternal; the enjoyment of the rela- 
tionship turns on our obedience. The true 
enjoyment of any relationship must be 
“spirit to spirit,” and that is true of our 
fellowship with God, for “his Spirit wit- 
nesseth with our spirit that we are the chil- 
dren of God” (Rom. 8:16). 


There is so much uncer- 
tainty in the world today 
that a Christian can easily be infected with 
the virus. In Christ we may and should 
have an assurance and poise that will be a 
real source of joy and inspiration to the 
Church and testimony to the unsaved. 
That assurance comes from a grasp of the 
wonder of our salvation in Christ and a day 
to day experience of fellowship with Him. 


SUMMARY 


AUGUST 26, 1956 
Strength through Trial 
Background Scripture: James 1 
Devotional. Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 
Memory Selection: James 1:12 
INTRODUCTION After the first verse of 
greeting the opening of 
this Epistle is immediately challenging with 
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its “Count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations.” Neither is this the facile writ- 
ing and advice of a man living a cloistered 
life, for James was leader of the Church in 
Jerusalem during days of storm and perse- 
cution (Acts 21:18); it comes from one who 
has watched God sustain His infant Church 
through great storms and seen how much 
stronger it eme because of the testing. 
He is, therefore, well qualified to write on 
this subject of temptation, which is always 
relevant to the Church and particularly so 
today, when in the great areas of the world 
which are under Communist or Roman 
Catholic control Christians are again endur- 
ing bitter trial and persecution; and when, 
less evident but keenly felt, the increasing 
pressure of life and the absorption of the 
world around us in things material and 
often immoral, means that no Christian life 
is devoid of temptation. Can we “count it 
all joy” or, as Phillips interprets, “welcome 
them as friends” when we fall into divers 
temptations? It will certainly help us to do 
so if we appreciate that, as muscles atrophy 
unless strengthened by use, so Christians 
can only grow spiritually healthy as they 
gain strength through trial. 


EXPOSITION 
Testing by Trials 


Temptations or trials (the words are 
practically interchangeable) confront all of 
us and are an integral part of life. Just as 
a chain is tested before use and can only 
be proved by such a test, so are our convic- 
tions. We may think we are succeeding at 
school, but until we come to the examina- 
tion we cannot be sure; likewise our ath- 
letic prowess is not proved until it is in 
competition with others. In other words we 
can never know real achievement until put 
to the test—and that is precisely the mean- 
ing of temptation: it is “a putting to the 
test” of our faith and our convictions; it is 
the trial of our character that proves to us 
and others the reality of our profession. 
Temptation is not sin (our sinless Lord was 
tempted forty days and nights) and the 
song of redeemed in the Revelation is the 
song of overcomers, not of the untempted. 


Refining by Trial 


Temptation not only tests faith, it devel- 
ops Christian character and produces pa- 
tience and spiritual maturity (1:3, 4), pro- 


vided we respond rightly to it. 


“One ship drives east and another 
west 
By the self-same wind that blows. 
It isn’t the gales, it’s the set of the 
sails 

Determines the way she goes.” 
That is why the same trial can break upon 
two lives, and while one sees it as being in 
the permissive will of God and, resolving 
to prove His grace in it, “lets patience have 
her perfect work” and is beautified thereby; 
the other rebels and turns sour. Workmen 
have been busy on the roof of our home, 
making it safe and watertight, but as I 
look out of the study window I see only the 
ugly scaffolding and the debris. Our cir- 
cumstances are the scaffolding within which 
God is building character, and we are wisest 
when we look at some of the apparently 
ugly aspects of life and realize it is the 
building going on within that counts. Nei- 
ther do any escape from these disciplines 
for they are the common experience of us 
all. Peter writes of it, “Now ... ye are in 
heaviness through manifold temptations 

. that the trial of your faith, being 
much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth . . .” (I Peter 1:6, 7); Paul re- 
fers to it: “We glory in tribulations also, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience 
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...” (Rom. 5:3); the writer of the Hebrew 
Epistle tells us, “No chastening for the pres- 
ent seems joyous, but grievous; nevertheless, 
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 
...” (Heb. 12:11); and it is written of our 
blessed Lord “It became him . . . to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings” (Heb. 2:10). Trials 
therefore are essential to the maturing and 
strengthening of Christian character. 


Victory through Trial 


The process of temptation from its in- 
ception to the new end of death is 
clearly set forth in verses 14 and 15. As the 
old Quaker used to say, “We cannot stop 
the birds flying over our heads, but we can 
prevent them nesting in our hair,” and we 
have the choice either of being attracted to 
and enticed by sin (whether it be of un- 
belief, pride, immorality, self-indulgence, 
drunkenness, self-pity, or a hundred other 
forms) or of rejecting it. The man who en- 
dures temptation (i.e. endures through 
temptation) receives life itself crowned (vs. 
12.), for the achievement of victory here 
and now is joy, and what will the blessed- 
ness be when the Lord of love says, “Well 
done good and faithful servant”? 


SUMMARY To live a life of victory 
on this earth, compassed 
as we are by sin and adversity without and 


a sinful nature within, requires more than 





human resource. So subtle are many of our 
trials, and so impregnated with self and sin 
are our judgments that we need the wisdom 
of God to enable us to walk aright, and 
this may be ours for the asking (vs. 5). So 
stee in unbelief are our wills that we 
n the assurance that temptation does 
not emanate from God, and this His word 
gives us (vs. 13). So empty are we of perfect 


good that we need to be filled with His © 


ess, and this He provides in His sal- 
vation (vss. 17, 18). In Christ, then, we have 
all the needed resources to meet the trials 
and temptations of life and make them but 
another opportunity of proving His all- 
sufficient grace and thus enjoy seeing Him 
at ‘work in us and eme strengthened 
from each testing. Such a viewpoint will at 
least start you to “count it all joy when 
you fall into divers temptations.” 
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NEW BOOKS 





RACIAL TENSIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


Naught For Your Comfort. Trevor Hud- 
dleston. Doubleday. $3.75. 


Reviewed by Addison H. Leitch 


“Such is the measure of European fol- 
ly and wickedness that it is hard to be- 
lieve there is a solution.” This brief 
sentence, taken from among many, can 
well serve as the thesis of this vivid, 
searching, dismal record of one man’s 
experiences in the midst of the racial 
tensions of that sad, sad land, South 
Africa. 

Trevor Huddleston is a priest in the 
Anglican Church in South Africa, he 
is a citizen of the country of which he 
writes, and he is a man who has spent 
the major portion of his ministry strug- 
gling against the forces of tyranny by 
which the majority of the people of 
South Africa have been made virtual 
prisoners and reduced to servility by the 
fearful and frightened “white suprem- 
acy” whites, aided and abetted by the 
solid citizens and good church members 
who'either do not fully know or do not 
really care what is happening to their 
country. This book is a Cry Havoc aim- 
ed at the understanding and compassion 
of western Christian civilization with 
the hope that somehow consciences can 
be touched, that somehow action can be 
taken, to purge the ugly sore of racism 
in South Africa. The book is written in 
great heat and with much light. 

The author has chosen as his method 
of attack a series of episodes within his 
own experience. His chapter headings, 
of course, have a certain literary attrac- 
tiveness for the sake of the publishers, 
I suppose, but he is talking about plain 
problems in the life of the man, white 
or black, caught in the scheme of gov- 
ernment which now has South Africa in 
its grip. He talks about pass cards, the 
hideous invention of the “locations,” 
the Bantu Education Act with its pre- 
suppositions concerning Negro possibili- 
ties and ambitions, the reasons for delin- 
quency and crime, the dilemma of Afri- 
can citizenship for the subjects of a 
Queen who stands for all that is fine in 
British freedom, the awful problem for 
the churches which tenderly minister 
through their missions to the black man 
and are at the same time horrified about 
what brotherhood with the black man 
might necessarily include, and the im- 
balanced stratified economic system 


Dr. Leitch is President of Pittsburg-Xenia 


Theological Seminary. His article “The Theologi- 
cal Conflict” appeared in ETERNITY in May. 
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which requires the black man standing 
nearby in great numbers for his useful- 
ness, and pushes him away at the same 
time because of his social and legal 
status. Against this background Father 
Huddleston remembers the “well of 
courage and cheerfulness” among these 
depressed peoples, their gaiety and their 
laughter, their staying power. And the 
book is written always from the stand- 
point of the priest in the parish who 
every day in his ministry must hurry 
from the breaking of the common bread 
of the communion in Christ to the next 
personal individual maddening problem 
of the study and the street where every- 
thing he preaches and exhibits of the 
things of Christ is immediately under- 
mined by the practice of a “white su- 
premacy” Christian government. 

The treatment of the subject by con- 
stant episode and comment gives great 
impact to the book. You stand con- 
vinced and condemned on every page. 
If the method has a weakness, it is sim- 
ply that the book lacks climax. Every 
problem is vicious, no problem seems to 
have solution, the reader is likely to be 


hammered into submission rather than 
driven to action. Well, at least we need 
the judgment of the book; we have to 
know we are wrong and then admit it 
and then repent. After that, perhaps, 
guidance is on the way. 

This book naturally forces us to think 
of racism in our country. The two coun- 
tries are not parallel, and we would be 
misguided in drawing too many conclu- 
sions about our own problem from the 
experiences of an Anglican priest in the 
South African setting. In this country 
the Negro still has the law on his side; 
the move is still in the right direction, 
however slow it may be. But there are 
elements in our country which do paral- 
lel the South African situation, and 
therein is our danger. This could not 
happen here? Perhaps. But how did it 
happen there? Here the book is most in- 
structive. When the proper passions and 
prejudices are aroused, then all the rea- 
sons in the world seem to have no effect. 
Whatever rational case can be made 
against the South African cruelties, the 
cruelties remain and are being en- 
trenched into a system. What can we do 
here, now, about our own irrationalities 
before it is too late? In this problem as 
in all problems relating to the honest 
and sincere application of Christianity 
to society, we must be willing to go all 
the way, the cross way all the way to the 
cross, or find ourselves horribly mired in 


(Continued on next page) 





GUIDE TO. FAMILY LIVING 


An Adventure in Love. W. Taliaferro 
Thompson. John Knox. 147 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Walter R. Martin 


It is seldom indeed in an era when 
sound practical experience is often for- 
feited for glamor and sales appeal that 
a book of this type becomes popular, 
and it is providential that such is the 
case with Dr. Thompson’s volume. 

In a little short of 150 pages the 
author, a noted educator and authority 
on Christian family living and religious 
education at Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Virginia, has condensed a verit- 
able diamond mine of practical knowl- 
edge and counsel on Christian living. In 
short, this book is a real gem. 

Professor Thompson in the course of 
six brief, concentrated and vitally real- 
istic chapters deals with such complex 
issues as moral values yesterday and to- 
day, love and marriage, and love in gen- 


eral from pre-school years through ado- 
lescence and adulthood. His observa- 
tions are keen, his insights sharp, and 
his appreciation of the problems in- 
volved well-expressed. 

Every Christian minister and layman 
should possess this book if possible. It is 
a rarity in a religious publishing world 
and reflects the fruit of over forty years 
of experience in counseling relative to 
family problems. 

This reviewer has no hesitation what- 
ever in commending this book to the 
Christian public for what it is hoped 
will be wide circulation since it deals 
with very real problems in Christian 
living today. It is an excellent hand- 
book for those attempting to deal effec- 
tively with such issues. 
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a Hell of our own confused idolatries. 
“All things betray thee who betrayest 
Me.” We are right or wrong in our at- 
titudes on race, and regardless of our 
present status and progress, if we are 
wrong, our wrong will destroy us. 

As a Calvinist of sorts, I resented 
Huddleston’s conclusion, voiced several 
places in the book, that the essence of 
Calvinism is somehow responsible for 
the stratification of South African so- 
ciety. The Dutch Calvinists have many 
of the strengths of essential Calvinism; 
they may also have developed some per- 
versions. Huddleston has erred in judg- 
ing Calvinism by the perversions. No 
doctrine is more easily perverted (nor 
more easily misunderstood by observers 
from the outside) than that of predesti- 
nation. If the Dutch argue themselves 
out of moral responsibility because of 
“election,” then they are wrong; if 
Huddleston believes that Calvinism in- 
cludes an “election” free from moral re- 


sponsibility, then he is wrong. The fixity 
of race relations, the stratifications of 
politics and economy, are not based on 
Calvin’s doctrine of predestination. 
Take a look at the Huguenots, the Beg- 
gars, the Covenanters. Historically, those 
who have most believed in God’s sov- 
ereignty and minute control in life have 
worked hardest for changes. Calvinism 
has been revolutionary under tyranny. 
Perhaps the solution in South Africa 
will arise not from the missionaries but 
from the natives themselves who will 
learn this much at least of Calvinism: 
if a man can stand in the presence of 
God, he need not kneel to any man. Or 
better, if a man is God’s man, then he 
cannot be snatched out of the hands of 
God—by Pope, or King, or even Dutch 
Calvinist. Maybe the “iron of Calvin- 
ism” in the black man will give him his 
own martyrs, his own responsible democ- 
racy, his own glorious history of freedom 
from tyrants. 





IS REVELATION OPPOSED TO DOCTRINE? 


The Idea of Revelation in Recent 
Thought. John Baillie. Columbia. 


$3.00 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


John Baillie is a careful, accurate 
scholar who writes clearly, pointedly, 
and precisely. All his references are to 
the books in their original languages. 
This book is a simple presentation of 
the major theses about revelation in 
contemporary thought. It is not intend- 
ed as a comprehensive survey but limits 
itself to a few major writers (principally 
Barth, Brunner, Temple, and Maurice), 
and to their few central ideas. 

- The thesis travels the well-worn path 
of neo-orthodoxy (and reveals that 
Baillie has moved from his youthful 
Ritschlianism to the main stream of neo- 
orthodoxy): (1) Catholic and old Pro- 
testant definitions of revelation and 
faith are intellectualistic and outmoded; 
(2) revelation is not the communication 
of doctrinal truths but is “encounter”; 
(3) faith is not assent to doctrine or 
creed but obedience and response to 
revelation; and (4) the inspiration of 
the Bible is its function as a witness to 
revelation, and its catalytic function to 
occasion it today. 

A book twice the size of Baillie’s 
could be written in rebuttal, but we shall 
limit ourselves to a few criticisms. The 
first is that the book has no index, and 
a meaty little book like this should be 
indexed. The second is that orthodoxy 


Dr. Ramm is Director of Graduate Studies in 
Religion at Baylor University, Waco, Texas. 
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is represented as far more “intellectualis- 
tic’ (viz. the intellectual assent to truth 
without any change of life or mode of 
existence) than it is. There is great vital- 
ity and religious depth in Kuyper, Ba- 
vinck, Warfield, and Berkouwer, and it 
is rather tiring to read again and again 
in neo-orthodox literature of only a 
cramped, or narrow, or literalistic ortho- 
doxy. 


Our most important criticism is that 
Baillie ( and the neo-orthodox generally) 
makes a clear disjunction of revelation 
and knowledge. Revelation, he asserts, is 
either God present to human conscious- 
ness, or doctrinal communication. This, 
I claim, is a false and very unfortunate 
disjunction. 


First, orthodoxy never asserted that 
revelation was merely doctrinal com- 
munication. Orthodoxy has always in- 
sisted that God comes to us in revelation 
(cf. Kuyper, Principles of Sacred Theol- 
ogy; Vos, Biblical Theology; Berkouwer, 
General Revelation; Warfield, “The 
Biblical Idea of Revelation,” in The 
Inspiration and Authority of the Bible). 
To represent the orthodox position as 
solely doctrinal is, therefore, not accu- 
rate. 


Second, it is impossible for Baillie 
(and the neo-orthodox) consistently to 
keep knowledge (doctrinal propositions) 
out of revelation. This artificial a priori 
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of neo-orthodoxy was exposed and clear- 
ly rebutted by Fairweather (The Word 
as Truth). Baillie admits that revelation 
must have a “content” and that “doc- 
trine” is indispensable to Christianity. 
Yet, it is inconsistently claimed that rev- 
elation must not be doctrinal. 

Either revelation has a content and 
has a doctrinal element which may be 
reduced to knowledge; or it has no con- 


tent and is ineffable. But to claim to 
have revelation without doctrine, and 
yet have a doctrinal witness to revela- 
tion is too much like having one’s cake 
and eating it. The orthodox theologians 
would not be caught in this needless 
and distorted disjunction, however, and 
insisted that revelation is not only the 
coming of God but the disclosure of 
the true knowledge of God. 





A TERRIBLE INDICTMENT OF ALCOHOL 


The Cup of Fury. Upton Sinclair. Chan- 


nel. 185 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Brandon Rimmer 


This book is a tract against alcohol. 
It takes the experiences of Jack London, 
George Sterling, O. Henry, Stephen 
Crane, and so forth, and shows how they 
ceased to produce and to live. The 
story of each man is the same, their con- 
sumption of alcohol increased until they 
were completely destroyed. In some re- 
spects this book is terrible reading as it 
is a record of heart-breaking failure, and 
it is made poignant by the fact that the 
author completely misses the point. 
These men destroyed themselves with 
alcohol, Sinclair writes as though alcohol 
had destroyed these men. In so writing 
he is guilty of producing a masterpiece 
of over-simplification. 

To Upton Sinclair life is easily divid- 
ed into the good and the bad, and the 
ambivalence of the human situation es- 
capes him. The good and the bad are 
not so easily separated, they are inescap- 
ably interwoven into the center of hu- 
man personality. In the words of Jesus, 
“There is nothing outside a man which 
by going into him can defile him; but 
the things which come out of a man are 
what defile him.” Upton Sinclair has 
taken corruption out of the human soul 
and bottled it. This is too easy an out. 
The facts of life are such that the man 
who is capable of the greatest in life is 
also capable of the worst. Alcohol may 
be the instrument of self-destruction 
but it is not the cause. The author gets 
close to this point of view when he ex- 
tols the help that Alcoholics Anonymous 
have given many problem drinkers. He 
admits that the help so given is first 
spiritual and that it consists, in part, of 
acknowledging power outside of the hu- 
man soul. 

In tacit contradiction to this solution, 
he treats alcoholism as though it were a 
disease. Indeed it is. It is a physiological 
disease when it has gone on long enough 
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to cause malnutrition. Before that it is 
a psychological disorder, and before that 
it is immoral: it is sin. 

In chronicling the moral lapses of his 
fellow writers Upton Sinclair may have 
left himself open to certain just observa- 
tions. Among them could be that the 
selfrighteous are condemned by the 
same Scripture that condemns the 
drunkard. It could be that in the day of 
true judgment, Upton Sinclair will find 
himself standing next to the elder 
brother. 


The Cup of Fury. 
» Reviewed by the Editor 


Upton Sinclair is approaching his 
four score years and in spite of his ex- 
travagances has had a profound effect 
on the life of the United States. His 
volume, The Jungle, probably did more 
to change laboring conditions in the 
United States than any other single fac- 
tor. He is prolific beyond description. 
When his Cup of Fury came to our of- 
fice I picked it up one Saturday evening 
at ten o'clock and didn’t put it down 
until I had finished it long after mid- 
night. It is the most terrible indictment 
and arraignment of alcoholism that has 
ever been written. As its “plot” is 
merely the detailed story of the author’s 
own life insofar as he has run across 
heavy drinkers it is an extraordinary 
thing. Upton Sinclair knew every im- 
portant figure in the literary world, and 
of twenty-five outstanding — alcoholics 
about a dozen of them committed sui- 
cide. This book is the story of how their 
“moderate drinking” became uncontrol- 
lable alcoholism. It is captivating and 
horrifying. Moreover, it is not written 
by one who is such a “goody goody” 
that he will not be listened to by some- 
one who has become enmeshed in alco- 
holism. This is something that a moder- 
ate drinker might be willing to read. 
And. there is reason to believe that it 
would drive such a one to sobriety. I am 
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not suggesting that sobriety is a cure for 
sin, but in the United States wheré so- 
cial drinking has captured such a vast 
majority of the social and the rich, this 
is a book which has an important place. 


Great Neglected Bible Prophecies. Mer- 
rill F. Unger. Scripture Press. 151 pp. 
Indexes. $2.50. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


This is an excellent book. I am torn 
between a lengthy, 3,000 word review, 
and a few terse sentences which will 
lead you to buy and read this book. I 
have decided on the latter course. Buy 
and read this book. It will do a great 
deal for straightening out any kinks 
which you may have developed in your 
prophetic thinking. It is really good. 


‘The Alpha and the Omega. Paul Erb. 
Herald. 153 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


Paul Erb is the Executive Secretary of 
the Mennonite General Conference, and 
his book on the return of the Lord is a 
valuable contribution to the growing 
body of Mennonite literature in our 
country. The principal thesis of the 
book is that the return of Christ is an 
integral part of the plan of redemption, 
and the work of Christ. Without it, 
everything would be at loose ends. The 
backbone of the book is the eight rea- 
sons why Christ must come again. 

The book is written from the perspec- 
tive of orthodoxy, by a man who states 
that all we know of eschatology is from 
the Bible (p. 33), and that eschatology 
is indispensable to Christian faith (p. 
13). The exposition is devout; the faith 
in Christ’s person and work is evident; 
and the author is moved in constant de- 
votion to Christian truth. He disagrees 
with some but always in Christian char- 
ity and tolerance. 

Although it is nowhere specifically 
stated that we noted, he nevertheless 
seems to favor the amillennial interpre- 
tation of the kingdom of God. He ap- 
pears friendly to a historic premillen- 
nialism, but is unhappy with dispensa- 
tionalism (as Mennonites generally are 
as witnessed by Wenger's Introduction 
to Theology). 

The discussion is more biblical and 
theological than it is a study of signs 
which might indicate the nearness of the 
Lord’s return. To the contrary he as- 
serts that we should not say that the 
Lord will come “soon” (p. 134) unless 
we mean by “soon” that Christ may 
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come at any time. Erb rejects date-set- 
ting and sign-mongering, but he none- 
theless believes in signs of the Lord’s 
return (p. 135f£.). 

The documentation of the book is in- 
teresting in that it ranges so far and 
wide—from the strictest orthodox to Al- 
bert Schweitzer! In fact this is our 
major criticism of the book; namely, 
that its use of contemporary theological 
literature is not sufficiently critical. Too 
many of the citations given are only ap- 
parent agreements with Scripture, not 
real agreements. 

In a season of such political tension 
and theological confusion, every real 
Christian should be thankful for a clear 
and bold testimony to the Lord’s return, 
and for this reason we are thankful for 
Paul Erb’s, The Alpha and the Omega. 


A Man Sent from God. A Biography of 
Robert E. Speer. W. Reginald Wheel- 
er. Revell. 306 pp. Appendixes. Index. 
$3.95. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


Measured by the criteria of the New 
Testament there can be no doubt that 
Robert E. Speer was a follower of Jesus 
Christ who had committed himself to 
Him, and who lived. in love, unswerv- 
ing. “He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God and God in him.” The biog- 
raphy of such a man can be very rich in 
spiritual lessons. As I was reading this 
book and thinking of this review there 
came to mind a quotation whose source 
I did not know: “Let us now praise 
famous men, and our fathers that begat 
us.” I turned to a reference book and 
discovered that the quotation came from 
the Apocrypha. While it is not inspired 
it is a part of the wisdom of the world 
that is more than two thousand years 
old. A great deal of it could be cited as 
descriptive of the subject of this biog- 





11th National 





SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 





CHICAGO 


Historic Moody Memorial Church 





October 10-11-12, 1956 


3 Days ° 




















8 Major Sessions ¢ 60 Workshops 
s » 
° National Sunday School Assn., 542 So. Dearborn St., Chicago 5 : 
: : 
= y information rena . 
© Encl j ot wd = 
° < L] my to City Zone___. State_-- ° 
® fee Home Church : 
° Dept. E 86 = 
J 7 
a * 


$2 





raphy. “The Lord hath wrought great 
glory by them through His great power 
from the beginning. Such as did bear 
rule in their kingdoms, men renowned 
for their power, giving counsel by their 
understanding, and declaring prophe- 
cies; leaders of the people by their 
counsels, and by their knowledge of 
learning meet for the people, wise and 
eloquent in their instructions” (Ecclesi- 
asticus 44: 1-4). Such was Robert E. Speer 
as I knew him. Even when I was forced 
to differ from him I respected him to 
the utmost, for I knew that here was a 
man of unquestioned integrity who was 
like St. Paul in his, “This one thing I 
do.” 

One of the most important lessons to 
be gained from such a biography as this 
is Dr. Speer’s own statement, “Our real 
religious education was at home.” How 
important it is for parents to realize 
their responsibility in such matters. The 
children in his family were made to 
memorize the Infant’s Catechism, the 
Shorter Catechism, and the Westminster 
Longer Catechism as well as Psalms and 
many other passages in the Bible. “It 
was a Puritan upbringing,” he writes, 
“but it was never repulsive to us.” The 
extracts from letters from his father to 
him while he was in college are remark- 
able. 


As the story of his life unfolds the 
greatness of the man is brought into 
sharp relief. Perhaps one of the secrets 
lies in his own words, “Work without 
prayer is ashes; prayer without work is 
a dream.” And again, Too many peo- 
ple “have reversed a saying of Christ’s 
and assert that with God an action may 
be impossible, but not with money, for 
all things are possible with money.” His 
emphasis was always on the spiritual. If 
there is any criticism of this particular 
biographical treatment it is that the 
author has frequently filled out his chap- 
ters with letters from admirers of Dr. 
Speer who express themselves with laud- 
atory comments. If, for example, in the 
chapter on his work among students 
there had been an analysis of the ad- 
dresses he made and of the truths he set 
forth it would have made a much strong- 
er book than this one with pages given 
to the recounting of practical jokes and 
the like. We can understand why Dr. 
Speer did not want his biography writ- 
ten. I would not be surprised that some- 
one will publish a later volume that will 
be based much more on the great liter- 
ary output of the man than on the de- 
tails, sometimes trivial, which are re- 
counted here. Dr. Speer was a bigger 
man than this biography makes him. 


Calvinism. Ben. A. Warburton. Eerd- 
mans. 248 pp. $3.00. 


Reviewed by Walter R. Martin 
In this informative book on the the- 


ETERNITY 











ology of -Calvinism, Mr. Warburton 
covers quite thoroughly among other 
things the historical background of Cal- 
vinism, including the Arminian contro- 
versy and the Synod of Dort, Calvin’s 
famous “Tulip,” and the practical re- 
sults of Calvinism both in the Christian 
life and the world at large. For the 
most part, Mr. Warburton remains fairly 
impartial in his survey of the conflicting 
principles of Arminianism and Calvin- 
ism, but one cannot help but notice the 
old ultra-Calvinistic thread of reputed 
and repeated scholastic supremacy and 
almost arrogant superiority that here 
and there creeps into his arguments. 
From Calvin on down, mostly by infer- 
ence, this attitude has been a trait of 
the extremist advocates in the system 
who consider that they have the only 
valid method of exegetical hermeneutics 
because they allow that no other com- 
petitive system is thoroughly scriptural. 

No one, of course, can lightly dismiss 
Calvinism since it has accomplished tre- 
mendous good and has a wealth of schol- 
arship to support many of its conten- 
tions; however, Mr. Warburton often la- 
bors to read into the language of the 
Scripture what the grammar flatly will 
not tolerate in order to accommodate 
his preconceived system of theology. 
Such is the case with his strained at- 
tempts to restrict terms such as “all” 
(John 1:29, 3:16) and “whole” (I John 
2:2) in order to explain away the divine 
invitation of salvation, however God in 
His wisdom intended it should be un- 
derstood. 

This book is excellent for Calvinists; 
it is thought-provoking for Arminians, 
but it will be irritating to many who 
understand thoroughly both systems and 
prefer to reject some of both and leave 
unanswered what God clearly intended 
no man should know this side of eter- 
nity. 


Voices From Heaven and Hell. J. Mar- 
cellus Kik. Presbyterian and Reform- 
ed. 197 pp. 


Reviewed by Walter R. Martin 


In this engrossing volume Dr. Kik pre- 
sents sixteen biographical sketches of 
various characters who appear in the 
New Testament narrative and _ traces 
their “after death” reactions to the gos- 
pel conditioned upon previous accept- 
ance or rejection of Jesus Christ as Lord. 
From these monologues, literally testi- 
monies from Heaven and Hell, the book 
derives its title. 

To anyone familiar with Dr. Kik’s 
ministry, this work is in the tradition of 
his other admirable efforts (Expositions 
of Matthew 24 and Revelation 20) and 
has shown itself to be most effective in 
evangelical work especially among chil- 
dren and young people. 

Voices From Heaven and Hell, then, 
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reflects both the creative and imagina- 
tive ability of an outstanding pastor 
and accomplished theologian who has 
succeeded in capturing and portraying 
through the medium of vivid language 
the characters with whom he deals, and 
there is much food for thought in his 
interpretations of their diverse reactions. 

There is only one criticism that can 
be fairly made of Dr. Kik’s book, and 
that is the fact that the speculative the- 
ology and its interpretation as Dr. Kik 
has presented it can at times be mis- 
leading, the reader sometimes taking as 
absolute fact what is in reality only con- 
jecture. After all, no one really knows 
if Pontius Pilate and Herod Agrippa II 
went to Hell though it must be admitted 
that Dr. Kik does construct a strong case 
for their candidacy. 

This volume is well worth the pur- 
chase price and is certainly a valued tool 
for interested ministers and Christian 
workers to possess in an age when the 
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issues of Heaven and Hell are once 
again ascending the scale of popular at- 
tention. 


The Inspired Letters in Clearest Eng- 
lish. Prepared by Frank C. Laubach. 
Thomas Nelson. 221 pp. $ .50. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


The man who taught millions to read 
in many languages around the world has 
prepared a translation of the twenty-one 
epistles of the New Testament in very 
simple English. A few years ago this 
same task was done in England in “Basic 
English,” the simple vocabulary of a few 
hundred words. The unfortunate char- 
acteristics of that translation have been 
avoided in this present translation. This 
book covers the same ground as Phillips’ 
Letters to Young Churches, which is 
much more vigorous and picturesque 
than the present volume under review. 
Nevertheless, this Laubach translation 
has a great value. It might be described 
as the translation of the New Testament 
on.the level of a twelve-year-old’s vocab- 
ulary. It leaves out all technical biblical 
words. “Gospel” becomes “good news”; 
“redemption” is “bought on the cross”; 
“righteousness” and “justification” read 
“made right with God” and “made just 
in God's sight.” Some of these words 
mean much more than these simplifica- 
tions declare. But for those who find it 
totally impossible to read the King 
James Version (and I believe that there 
are several tens of millions of Americans 
who are almost incapable of under- 
standing the KJV), this might well be a 
good introduction to the epistles. 


Sermons from the Sermon on _ the 
Mount. Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 
Edited by Al Bryant. Zondervan. 153 
pp- $2.00. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


Another reprint from the great series 
of Spurgeon’s published sermons, a con- 
densation of fourteen sermons preached 
about the Sermon on the Mount. It 
would be much better to read these ser- 
mons as Spurgeon gave them. It is really 
not necessary to condense and edit a 
man like Spurgeon, though Bryant has 
not done too badly with the difficult 
task which confronts one who puts scis- 
sors and blue pencil to the famous Lon- 
don preacher. 


Prophecy and History. Alfred der- 
sheim. Baker. 391 pp. $3.75. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Twelve studies from a series of lec- 
tures given in 1880-1884 in the Chapel 
of Lincoln’s Inn as a part of the Bishop 
Warburton lectureship are included in 
this book treating the theme of Mes- 
sianism and the prophetic element of 


the Old Testament and inter-Testament 
writings concerning the Messiah. The 
writer demonstrates that these predic- 
tive testimonies were realized in Jesus 
Christ. 
Evidence from the Gospels, the talmudic 
writings, rabbinical teaching, early Chris- 
tian testimony, Josephus’ and Pliny’s 
writings is introduced in corroboration. 
The publishers have done the Church 
a valuable service in again making this 
out-of-print volume available in the Co- 
operative Reprint Library series. It will 
be a most useful addition to the library 
of many a Bible student. 


Whitfield’s Sermon Outlines. Edited by 
S. B. Quincer. Eerdmans. 150 pp. 
$2.50. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


I always tell young preachers when I 
am advising them about their sermon 
preparation that if they have to preach 
eight sermons a month they should be- 
gin with one of their own and seven 
from someone else. After six months 
they may advance to two of their own 
against six; after a year or two they may 
reach an even balance, and by five years 
time they may be preaching all of their 
own. Most ministers have done this any- 
way, but it is important to set a stand- 
ard so that time will be given to make 
even the first sermon that is original 
something that really comes from the 
heart of the speaker. Eerdmans has now 
issued the third in the series of the 
World’s Great Sermons in Outline 
(Maclaren and Matthew Henry precede 
the present volume). Here are skeletons; 
the preacher will have to put on the 
flesh and get down before the Lord and 
ask Him to make them come alive. 


Rays of Messiah’s Glory. David Baron. 
Zondervan. 274 pp. $2.95. 


Reviewed by the Editor 


Another must for the Bible student’s 
library. I first ran across this book when 
I was in my late teens and devoured it 
with great profit. It is one of the best 
books that has ever been written on the 
interrelationship of the Old and New 
Testaments. It is unfortunate that the 
reprints in this series are priced so high. 


Titles for the Psalms. F. Cowell Lloyd. 
James Clarke. 135 pp. $1.00. 
Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


A brief series of meditations on the 
book of Psalms giving the principal 
thesis of each of them. Not much that 
is of real depths—the author has missed 
the prophetic connection in relation to 
some of the passages; e.g., Psalms 2 and 
16—but the writer has hit at the heart 
of each. For devotional quality, the 
book is excellent. 
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Hebrew Vocabularies. J. Burton Payne 

Baker. $1.00. 

Lists, based on Harper’s Hebrew 
Vocabularies, of Hebrew words compiled 
on the basis of the frequency of their 
use in the Old Testament. An enlarge- 
ment of the work published by Trinity 
Seminary in Chicago, January, 1955. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


1572, congratulating him on the St. 
Bartholomew's Day massacre in which 
50,000 Protestants were killed. One 
sentence reads: “We rejoice with you 
that with the aid of God you have re- 
lieved the world of these wretched 
heretics.” 


NEW MAGAZINE TO APPEAR 

One of the most interesting develop- 
ments in evangelical journalism has been 
the announcement that commencing 
October 15 a new bi-weekly to be known 
as Christianity Today will be published 
in Washington. Editor of the new per- 
iodical is Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, professor 
on leave from Fuller Theological Sem- 
inary and a contributor to ETERNITY. 
He will be aided by the Rev. J. Marcellus 
Kik, associate editor, and Dr. G. Nelson 
Bell, executive editor, a former medical 
missionary to China under the Southern 
Presbyterian Board, a leader of the con- 
servative forces of his denomination, and 
father-in-law of Billy Graham. Managing 
editor and business manager is Larry 
Ward, formerly associated with Christian 
Life, Gospel Light Press and the Baptist 
Bulletin. 

Christianity Today reportedly will 
have an initial press run of 200,000 and 
will be slanted primarily to ministers 


and Christian leaders. It will attempt to 
do in the evangelical field what. Chris- 
tian Century has attempted with a lib- 
eral theological slant. 


The board of the publication ‘is made 
up of a number of distinguished evan- 
gelical leaders including many close as- 
sociates of Dr. Graham. However, Dr. 
Graham will not be openly associated 
with the magazine except as a contribut- 
ing editor along with an impressive num- 
ber of other leaders. 


DAWSON TROTMAN DROWNED 


Evangelicals throughout the United 
States and in foreign lands were shocked 
by the sudden death by drowning of 
Dawson Trotman, founder and director 
of the Navigators, June 18 at the Word 
of Life Camp, Schroon Lake, N. Y. Trot- 
man had built a world-famous Christian 
organization that has as its major em- 
phasis Scripture memorization as a 
means of winning men to Christ. The 
Navigators were very active in the Navy 
and other armed services during World 
War II and since, but the work has 
spread to civilians. Trotman and his as- 
sociates have worked closely with a num- 
ber of other organizations and particu- 
larly with Billy Graham. The Navigators 
have been in charge of personal work 
and “follow-up” in all of Graham’s 
campaigns. 
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CHRISTIAN MANIFESTO IN SUMATRA 

Important word comes from Sumatra 
that the national pastors overseeing 600,- 
000 Lutheran Christians on that island, 
recently read a manifesto in all pulpits 
denouncing Communism. This act re- 
quired great courage, for the Communist 
party is a large one in Indonesia. The 
manifesto said in part: “Our church re- 
jects communistic teaching because 
there is no other redemption but by 
Christ.” The statement further repudi- 
ated the communist idea of indoctrina- 
tion by force, communism’s castigation 
of religion as the opiate of the people, 
its repudiation of sin as a transgression 
against God, its ignorance of the divine 
revelation in the Bible, its obsession 
with economic factors and that man’s 
hope is not in a future life but in a 
communistic state on this earth. 

Sukarno, president of the Republic of 
Indonesia, addressing a congress of 5,- 
000 Moslems at a palace celebration of 
the anniversary of the supposed revela- 
tion of the Koran, alleged that Islam is 
losing out in Indonesia because the peo- 
ple have not grasped its true spirit. 


TROUBLE BREWING IN ARGENTINA 
The New York Times quotes Roman 
Catholic officials in Argentina as saying 
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that “the Catholic-backed press will soon 
pit the fuil force of its editorial pressure 
against Admiral Rojas.” Rojas is the 
head of the Argentine interim govern- 
ment. The enmity of Rome was aroused 
because Rojas told a Romanist Bishop 
that special favors to the church could 
not be granted. The Admiral’s exact 
words were: “We have got to wait until 
we have a constitutional government 
and until the people through their rep- 
resentatives in Congress decide how 
these things should be. We cannot, nor 
should we, anticipate this decision.” 
Newspaper reports said that Rojas, with 
a smile, added: “Let us see whether 
some priests will not let up a bit in 
their attacks against us. Patience and 
hope are needed. There is no reason for 
religious conflict in this country, and it 
would be absurd to foment artificial di- 
visions which from any point of view 
are prejudicial.” This is not enough for 
Rome; they wish to be ABSOLUTE. 


ZIONISTS TRAIN ARABS 

Postscript on our July article on the 
Jewish-Arab_ difficulty in Palestine: 
Proof of Arab inefficiency and Jewish 
efficiency is to be found in an article in 
the New York Times recounting that 
twenty-two Arab teen-agers have been 
graduated from the Jewish rural voca- 
tional center in order to train them for 
'eadership among the Arabs still living 
in Israel. The article states that it was 
necessary to appeal to the Arab parents 
of these boys to permit them to use the 
modern methods of farming which they 
had learned in the school. The school is 
a Zionist project supported by American 
funds through Hadassah. 


REDS CHANGING CHINESE ALPHABET 

The Communists in Red China are 
proceeding to a language reform which 
may have the most widespread effects. 
Systematically they are discarding the 
old Chinese ideographs and introducing 
simpler ones and are testing a thirty- 
letter alphabet with Latin characters for 
“discussion and trial.” If they succeed in 
transforming the Chinese written lan- 
guage to a simplified alphabet, they will 
open the reading process to the hun- 
dreds of millions. Missionary authorities 
should follow this change with the clos- 
est observation and prepare the Bible 
for translation and printing as rapidly 
as the alphabet changes are introduced. 


A.LM. AND THE MAU MAU 

W. W. Devitt, missionary in Kenya 
under the Africa Inland Mission, has 
been able to do something that all the 
Queen’s forces and all the Queen’s men 
could not do. When the Mau Mau re- 
volt began in 1952, Devitt organized Ki- 
kuyu of his area to protect themselves. 
He was put on the Mau Mau list to be 
murdered. The threat of the Mau Mau 
has been greatly reduced by police 


drives and by surrenders induced by 
government promises of good treatment. 
But a diehard gang of natives still hides 
out in the mountain forests. With little 
thought of his own safety Devitt gather- 
ed eight surrendered terrorists and a 
Kikuyu clerk and went into the moun- 
tain, unarmed, with portable sound 
equipment. For ten days and nights the 
loudspeakers boomed, “Come out of the 
forests, my children. You must stop this 
senseless war. Come out, and I promise 
you good treatment.” After ten days he 
thought he had failed, but the next day 
two of the terrorists ‘came into town and 
surrendered. They also brought news 
that many others wished to surrender 
but were being prevented by their lead- 
ers. Pray for the A.I.M. A great mis- 
sion, doing a great work. 


STEP BACKWARD FROM UNITY 

Central Baptist Theological Seminary 
of Kansas City, Mo., has long been a 
growing institution that seemed to show 
great possibilities as a meeting ground 
for Northern and Southern Baptists. Re- 
cently, however, this policy was broken 
sharply by the Southern Baptists. The 
committee on theological education of 
the latter denomination decided that 
they could have nothing to do with any 
institution that was partially supported 
by anyone else. Result: nine Southern 
Baptist members of the board of direc- 
tors resigned and the remainder voted 
themselves officially to be a seminary of 
the American Baptist Convention. This 
is a step backwards away from Christian 
principles. Christ prayed that believers 
might be one sO THAT THE WORLD MIGHT 
KNOW THAT THE FATHER HAD SENT HIM. 
Any movement away from this oneness 
is a disobedience of the divine com- 
mand, “Quench not the Spirit.” One 
grieves the Spirit in one’s own heart by 
any deviation from the Lord’s will. One 
quenches the Spirit by refusing to co- 
operate with those who are partakers of 
like precious faith. 


NUN IMPRISONED FOR EMBEZZLEMENT 

The Chilean courts recently sentenced 
a nun to prison for several months for 
falsifying school reports. The state 
grants each school ten dollars per year 
per student. In order to get more money 
the school director reported 178 pupils 
in a school that had only 72 and report- 
ed 973 for a school that had only 98. 
The judge said that a fine would be too 
light a punishment and sent the teacher 
to prison. 


ALCOHOLISM OUTSTRIPS TB 

For the first time, alcohol last year 
killed more Frenchmen than tuberculo- 
sis: 17,400 deaths from alcoholism and 
cirrhosis of the liver, with rate still going 
up; 13,000 from TB, with the rate still 
going down. 
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GOD’S REVELATION 
(Continued from page 21) 


‘Father,’” Westcott truly affirms, “is 
indeed the sum of Christian revela- 
tion.” This one word contains all the 
values of all the names; it gathers up 
and sums up them all. “The ideas of 
power, of majesty, of leadership, of un- 
utterable awe, which had been before 
connected with Deity, are in ‘Father’ 
merged in the idea of tender personal 
relationship.” 

We see, then, how erroneous it is to 
regard the term as applying to all man- 
kind, and to refer to the Lord’s Prayer 
as “the universal prayer.” There is a 
sense, of course, in which God is the 
“Father of all mankind” as their Creator; 
but when our Lord taught His disciples 
to say “Our Father,” He was most ob- 
viously not using the term in that sense. 
He was indicating a relationship with 
God into which He was bringing His 
disciples by grace through faith. Only 
the sons of God, through personal trust 
in Christ as their Savior, can, then, 
truly pray the Lord’s Prayer—which has 
more fittingly been termed “the dis- 
ciples’ prayer.” 

Lest privilege should lead to presump- 
tion, however, our Lord safeguarded 
this word, by the prefix “Our,” He ad- 
dressed God as “Father,” and spoke of 
Him as “My Father”; but He taught us 
to say, “Our Father.” The relationship 
we enjoy with God is one we share with 
all the elect. It is in fellowship ‘with 
all the saints” (Eph. 3:18) that we say 
“our Father’—and we go on to remind 
ourselves, as our Lord taught us, that 
He is “in heaven,” and that hallowed 
is His Name, For our Father is God 
Most High. 

While that is so, the tenderness of the 
relationship and the wealth of grace ex- 
pressed in the word “Father” can never 
be fully expressed. In our human life 
we have a faint picture of it in every 
cherished tie between father and child, 
for “like as a father . . . so God...” 
The word “father” shares with “mother” 
the most honored place in the language 
of human relationships; and when ap- 
plied to God it contains the full value 
of both words. For all human love finds 
its source in God, whose nature and 
name is love. In every beloved bond be- 
tween parent and child, described in the 
Word and experienced in everyday life, 
we have a picture, a dim portrayal, of 
the Father who “so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life” (John 3: 
16). That love to usward flows out from 
the mutual love of the Father and the 
Son. “The Father loveth the Son,” said 
Christ; yet He gave Him for us men and 
our salvation (John 3:35; 10:15, 18; I 
John 4:10). In the eternal counsels it 
was so determined; and in fulfillment of 
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that eternal covenant Christ came, and 
redeemed us unto God. “The Son of 
God . . . loved me,” said St. Paul, “and 
gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20). That 
love, “so amazing, so divine,” evokes 
responding love in our dull hearts; and 
quickens the cry of adoring sonship, 
“Abba, Father.” 


Behold th’amazing gift of love 
the Father hath bestow’d 
On us, the sinful sons of men, 

to call us sons of God! 


Concealed as yet this honor lies, 
by this dark world unknown, 

A world that knew not when He came, 
ev’n God’s eternal Son. 


High is the rank we now possess; 
but higher we shall rise; 

Though what we shall hereafter be 
is hid from mortal eyes: 


Our souls, we know, when He appears, 
shall bear His image bright; 

For all His glory, full disclos’d, 
shall open to our sight. 


A hope so great, and so divine, 
may trials well endure; 

And purge the soul from sense and sin, 
as Christ Himself is pure. 


END 
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NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 


One of the great contemporary voices 
in U. S. evangelicalism is Dr. A. W. 
Tozer, editor of the Alliance Weekly. 
His devotional articles and books have 
attracted the attention of Christians 
around the world. We count it a real 
privilege to publish this devotional 
study, ““The Saint Must Walk Alone.” 
Another article will appear in a forth- 
coming issue. 

. * * 

Don’t miss the interesting responses to 
Stacey Woods’ piece. Few people take a 
neutral stand about the things Mr. 
Woods writes about. Read these stimulat- 
ing reactions. 





Please mention ETERNITY 
when writing to our advertisers 





THE LAYMAN AND THE CULTS 
(Continued from page 23) 

Again and again, the Bible warns of 
the penalty for neglecting to heed God's 
commands. “How shall we escape if we 
neglect so great salvation” (Heb. 2:3), 
the writer of Hebrews challenges, and 
the Apostle Paul announces, “Now is 
the accepted time; behold now is the 
day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). These 
verses, of course, speak of neglecting or 
procrastinating where salvation is con- 
cerned, but where Christian responsibil- 
ity is involved the Scriptures also coun- 
sel us to be “not slothful in business,” 
but “fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:1). Beyond this, the Lord 
Jesus Himself warned us to “beware of 
the false prophets” (Matt. 7:15), and 
Peter reminds us to “be sober, be vigi- 
lant” (I Pet. 5:8) that we be not over- 
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taken by the evil one (John 17:15). 

Procrastination, then, is a deadly 
habit where error is concerned and cer- 
tainly finds no support for its practice 
in the Scriptures. To those good people 
who are procrastinating where opposi- 
tion to the false cults is involved, we 
can only say as did that voice of old, 
“come over and help us” (Acts 16:9) 
that together we might fulfill the com- 
mand of Scripture: “earnestly contend 
for the faith once delivered unto the 
saints” (Jude 3). 

The Faithful Servants 

Our final class of believers under dis- 
cussion are those who hear the call to 
arms and set themselves for the defense 
of the gospel of Christ, whatever the 
cost may be (Phil. 1:17). 

Such believers undertake a rewarding 
study when they prepare themselves to 
know why they believe what they be- 
lieve for, as the old proverb states, “the 
sword becomes sharper as it is used,” 
and the militant Christian will indeed 
find “the sword of the Spirit” becoming 
keener after each encounter with the 
powers of darkness. The Apostle Paul 
always attacked perversions of the gos- 
pel (See Romans, Galatians, Colossians, 
etc.) whenever they appeared and never 
ceased counseling Christians to do the 
same (II Tim. 4:2). 

The path of an “evangelical polemi- 
cist,” for that is what defenders of the 
faith are in reality, is seldom a smooth 
one, for he faces double opposition, on 
one side from the “dreamers” and “pro- 
crastinators,” and on the other from the 
cultists, but it is a rich and rewarding 
service to know that not only has the 
Word of God been preached, but it has 
been faithfully defended in obedience to 
the divine command (Jude 3). 

The Lord Jesus Christ once said, 
“Why call ye me ‘Lord, Lord’ and do 
not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46) 
Those who dream and _ procrastinate 
amidst the rising tide of cultism might 
well consider this verse, respond to all 
the commands of the gospel, and adopt 
a positive preaching and defensive ap- 
proach to Christian witnessing. 

There is only one logical position 
that the Christian layman can take in 
regard to the issues involved. This posi- 
tion must be one of cooperation be- 
tween pastor and layman, with the 
thought of obtaining sound apologetic 
material on the various cults and then 
together preparing effective measures for 
dealing with the cult problem. If this ap- 
proach is coupled with a re-emphasis on 
sound biblical doctrine and a conviction 
that the preaching of the Word includes 
the contention for the faith, then we 
will have begun to meet squarely, for 
the first time, the challenge of non- 
Christian cults which today endangers 
the effective witness of the Church of 
Jesus Christ. END 
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MIXED MARRIAGES 
(Continued from page 9) 


girl, for instance, would have to agree to 
enter the false religion and to see her 
children brought up in a world that is 
antagonistic to the Lord Jesus Christ. If 
she were marrying a Jew, it would mean 
that her sons would be religiously cir- 
cumcised, and we are told by the Holy 
Spirit through Paul that “if ye be cir- 
cumcised, Christ shall profit you noth- 
ing” (Gal. 5:2). The Christian man, if 
he were marrying a Jewish girl, would 
have to consent to religious circumcision 
and would come under this judgment. 

In such a union there are grave prob- 
lems that arise, not only for the Chris- 
tian who has willfully turned against 
Christ to deny the heart of revealed 
truth, but there are problems for the 
members of the family who wish to re- 
main faithful to Christ. No yielded 
Christian could go into a pagan temple 
or a Jewish synagogue for a wedding 
service at which a professed Christian 
would go through an act of public apos- 
tasy. Moreover, the person who was en- 
tering into such a marriage would have 
to realize that there would be the sever- 
est strain on family relationships, con- 
tinuing through the years. The Christian 
relatives should make very clear to the 
one proposing to contract such a mixed 
marriage with an absolutely non-Chris- 
tian that the marriage would amount to 
an amputation of family ties, as there 
would never be any fellowship possible 
in the family home. 

There is a portion of the second 

epistle of John which may be pertinent 
here. There are those who apply this 
only to apostate religious teachers, but 
there is an extended sense in which it 
would apply to a true believer who has 
gone through the motions of public 
apostasy in a mixed marriage. We read, 
“For many deceivers have gone out into 
the world, men who will not acknowl- 
edge the coming of Jesus Christ in the 
flesh; such a one is a deceiver and an 
antichrist. Look to yourselves that you 
may not lose what you have worked for, 
but may win a full reward. Any one who 
goes ahead and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God; 
he who abides in the doctrine of Christ 
has both the Father and the Son. If any 
one comes to you and does not bring 
this doctrine, do not receive him into 
the house or give him any greeting; for 
he who greets him shares his wicked 
work” (II John 7-11). 
' There may be those who think that 
such a position is narrow, but we re- 
mind our readers that we did not write 
the New Testament. It stands there to 
be obeyed. The fact that some of its 
harsher provisions have been abandoned 
by much of the church does not give 
sanction to such abandonment. 
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We repeat that this passage has usual- 
ly been interpreted to apply to false re- 
ligious teachers, but the loved one must 
see that the religious teachers of the 
faith he is embracing in marriage must 
be repudiated with horror. It therefore 
stands to reason that the loved one is 
going to be received with strangeness. 
When there is no relationship in Christ 
there is no point of contact for anything 
else. The believers cannot say in effect: 
“We will erect a barrier and act as 
though you hadn’t done this thing. We 
will agree to compromise our position 
and. never mention matters of faith 
when you are around, and you will 
agree not to bring the matter up.” Such 
a thought may appear to have logic, but 
it simply will not work. The Christian 
must by the very nature of his profes- 
sion, live, think, talk Christ. The un- 
saved one will rebel and there will be 
constant ground for bickering. The non- 
Christian will say, “Can’t you people 
think of anything except in religious 
terms?” The answer is that we cannot. 
It is impossible for a born-again person 
to think of anything in this world for 
very long without relating it to the re- 
demption that we have in Christ. We 
are not living the life of this world, we 
are living eternal life from the moment 
that it has been planted within us. 

We turn now to the consideration of 
a marriage between a true believer in 
Christ under the definition that we have 
given above and a Roman Catholic. We 
must point out that a Roman Catholic 
who believes the doctrine that is taught 
by the priesthood of his church, holds 
that salvation is through a system of 
sacraments. The Romanist believes that 
his original sin is removed by the waters 
of baptism. He further believes that his 
daily sin is removed in the confessional 
through the virtue of the death of a 
piece of bread, turned supposedly into 
Jesus, and killed on the altar by the 
priest in what is known as the sacrifice 
of the mass. The Romanist further be- 
lieves that his so-called venial sins are 
removed by the oil of extreme unction 
applied by the priest just before his 
death. Finally, the Romanist believes 
that after death he goes to a place 
which the priests call Purgatory, and 
that there he suffers terribly in payment 
for his own sins. This is a system of sal- 
vation by water, bread, oil and _ fire. 
Biblical Christianity is the setting forth 
by God of salvation through the shed- 
ding of the blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. A Romanist may say that he be- 
lieves in salvation by Christ, but he can- 
not say that he believes in salvation 
through Christ alone. It is the word 
alone which distinguishes the evangeli- 
cal Christian from all others. 

Furthermore, the Romanist believes 
that God gave all power to Peter and 
through Peter to the Roman clergy. 





They. therefore believe that there is 
only one church and that it is the Ro- 
man Church. If a Roman Catholic con- 
sents to be married outside of the church 
by a Protestant minister or a justice of 
the peace, he has left his church and 
become an indifferentist. In general, the ' 
Romanist will wish to insist that the 
truly Christian shall come to the priest 
and receive instruction, and be married 
by the priest. If such a marriage is con- 
tracted, the priest will always present 
the true Christian with a document to 
be signed, in which the true Christian 
will acknowledge the rights of the Ro- 
man Church and will consent that all 
children born of this union shall be 
brought to a Roman priest for baptism, 
and shall be brought up in the Roman 
Church. 

The true Christian, in such a mar- 
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riage, is apparently standing over against 
the finality of the saving: work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and is accepting the 
fact that His death on the cross was not 
sufficient for salvation, but that supple- 
mentary works must be performed by 
Roman priests to deal with sin. Roman- 
ism is a system of salvation by Christ 
plus many other things. 

Again it should be noted that true 
Christian parents, relatives and friends 
could never attend a wedding ceremony 
in a Roman church. To go into a Ro- 
man church for a nuptial mass is to sit 
and watch a priest claim that he turns 
a piece of bread into Christ and then 
sacrifices him again on the altar. To one 
who knows the Lord Jesus and the word 
of God, such a ceremony is nothing less 
than blasphemy. 

If the self-willed Christian persists in 
going through with such a marriage 
without the presence of any loved ones, 
family or friends, the after-relationship 
is now quite different from that which 
exists where the Christian has married 
in such a way that he or she has become 
an apostate. The Roman Catholics, in 
their creeds, are faithful to the doctrine 
of the deity of the Lord Jesus Christ. It 
is possible, therefore, that Christian par- 
ents of a child who has contracted a 
marriage with a Romanist, may receive 
their child back into their home. It goes 


almost without saying that there cannot 
be true Christian fellowship between 
them, for the one who has disobeyed the 
Word of God is out of fellowship with 
Christ. There will always be severe ten- 
sion. 

We now turn to the prayer attitude of 
true Christians who have had a loved 
one depart into a mixed marriage. The 
constant prayer of the believers should 
be that the Lord would break down the 
hard-hearted willfullness of the one who 
made the marriage, and that the Lord 
would work rapidly and deeply to bring 
the one who has done such a thing to 
the place of true repentance. A girl who 
was thinking of contracting a mixed 
marriage said to her Christian parents, 
“I am sure you want my happiness.” She 
showed by that remark a total misappre- 
hension of the true Christian attitude to- 
ward the will of God. The parents had 
to tell her that they did not primarily 
want her happiness, but that they want- 
ed her to be in the will of God, even 
if she had to be broken by God, and 
brought to the deepest misery. Yielded 
Christians love the Lord more than they 
love their children, and because their 
first desire is that the children shall be 
in the will of the Lord and thus in the 
center of His joy, they are willing that 
the Lord shall go to any lengths to bring 
them there. There will be prayer, first 
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of all, of course, that the unsaved one 
shall be saved. But if this does not hap 
pen, the true Christian will pray, “Break 
my child, Lord, if the child will not 
bend to Thy will.” Happiness is a hu- 
man thing, depending on circumstances; 
joy is the deep gift of God, depending 
on fellowship with Him. The happiness 
of a child is unimportant in the sight of 
God; the fullness of joy for the child can 
be brought about only by fellowship be- 
tween the child and the Lord (I John 1: 
3-7). 

The parents of a child that is con- 
templating a mixed marriage will also 
be down before the Lord confessing 
their own failures in training the child. 
God says, without possibility of question- 
ing, that if a child is trained up in the 
way he should go, when he is old he will 
not depart from it (Prov. 22:6). The 
parents will admit that the child’s atti- 
tude is a proof of their bad example 
and teaching. 

We now turn to the situation of a 
true believer who is already married 
and the mate is not a Christian in the 
definition which we have given above. 
Such a situation must be looked at from 
two different points of view. Was the 
mate who is now a Christian a true be- 
liever at the time of the marriage? 

If there has been a marriage between 
two people, neither of them Christians, 
and if one of these becomes a Christian, 
the situation is covered in the New 
Testament in First Corninthians chapter 
seven. The Bible flatly says that the be- 
liever is to stand by the marriage. The 
believing wife is not to depart from the 
unbelieving husband. If she is forced to 
leave (for example, when a husband 
might be murderous when drunk, etc.), 
she is to remain unmarried and, when 
possible, be rejoined to her husband. 
She has no ground for divorce whatso- 
ever. Nothing that he does as an un- 
saved man, no matter how vile his ac- 
tions, can constitute ground for divorce. 
The same situation is true in reverse 
when the husband becomes the believer 
and the wife remains as an unbeliever. 
God commands such a husband not to 
put away his wife. No matter what she 
does or how she lives, the believing hus- 
band is to be faithful to her and mani- 
fest the love of Jesus Christ toward her. 

If, in such a marriage, the unbeliever 
departs because of the faith of the be- 
liever, the Christian can watch the un- 


believing mate depart, and know that he 
or she is no longer in bondage in such 
cases, if the unbeliever obtains the di- 
vorce. The believer is them free to re- 
marry. I will give one illustration of 
such a case. I knew a couple who were 
unsaved. The husband was. profoundly 
changed when he acknowledged Christ 
as his Saviour. The wife was furious. 
She said that she had not married a 
deacon, but had married him because he 
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could mix a good drink and because he 
could dance well. She stayed in the same 
house with him until their daughter was 
married, and left him on the evening of 
that wedding day. She later told me, 
personally, that it was Christ who had 
spoiled their marriage. When she di- 
vorced her husband he became a free 
man, and about three years later he met 
and married a fine Christian woman and 
set up a joyful Christian home. 

We come now to a situation where 
there is a mixed marriage that is the re- 
sult of the sin of a believer who has 
departed from the Lord and contracted 
such an alliance. That marriage may go 
very sour, but the believer is stuck with 
it. There is no possible ground for di- 
vorce. I have had hundreds of professing 
Christians, generally women, but in a 
few cases men, come to me with home 
problems, confessing that they were 
married to an unbeliever, and that they 
had gone through with the marriage 
after they had professed Christ as Sav- 
iour. They admitted, in some cases, that 
they had done this willfully, knowing 
that the Word of God was against it, 
and in other cases they have professed 
that they did this in ignorance. 

In all cases my advice to such believers 
is as follows. You must go on your knees 
and confess to God that your marriage 
was definitely a sin. You must acknowl- 
edge either that it was willful sin or a 
sin done in ignorance. But there must 
be the definite acknowledgment that the 
marriage was just as much a sin as if 
the individual had committed adultery. 
When this sin has been confessed, the 
believer must then admit to God that he 
is in this marriage and that he cannot 
get out of it, and that he will do every- 
thing possible so to live Christ that the 
unbeliever may be brought to the knowl- 
edge of the truth. First Peter chapter 
three points out that if any woman has 
a husband that believes not the Word of 
God, in order that he may be gained 
without the word of her nagging she 
shall live such a life before him that he 
shall recognize immediately that that life 
is from God. Such a woman, the Bible 
says, shall not live for beauty and adorn- 
ment, but her chief ornaments shall be 
those of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price. 

Finally, to all believers everywhere, to 
ministers who stand in the pulpit and to 
laymen who teach Sunday school classes; 
make clear the Bible teaching on this 
subject. Show young people the true 
meaning of the new birth and of God’s 
hatred of anything that would mix one 
of His own with one who has no more 
than the nature of Adam. And pray, 
pray earnestly, for young people who 
fall into the grip of physical love, and 
who think that they might find love, 
but who will miss, for all life, Love and 
LOVE. EnpD 
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JOY FOR THE TAKING 
(Continued from page 19) 


publican’s prayer) for ALL sin (vss. 1, 2) 
on the basis of repentance and confes- 
sion, but seeing this involves a turning 
from and hatred of the sin committed, 
far from encouraging misdoing, it shows 
sin for what it is—the grievous sickness 
of the soul—and, cleansing it, also turns 
us from it with loathing. 


On the Staten Island ferry: one lovely 
June evening with the lights of Man- 
hattan vying with the stars in a sky of 
deep velvet, a small girl was invited to 

















look at the lovely scene through a tele- 
scope. She looked intently for a few 
moments, but, her eye being not quite 
near enough to the telescope, she turned 
in exasperation saying, “Oh Mummy, 
all I can see is myself.” There were the 
heavens stretching in unrivaled beauty 
above, and there also were the lights of 
Manhattan shimmering on the water, 
but all she could see was a superficial 
mirroring of herself! That is our trouble: 
we look at God, the heavens, and the 
world around, and yet all we see is a 
superficial mirroring of ourselves! Real 
joy comes when we begin to see God as 
Ineffable Light revealed in Jesus Christ 
our Lord and when in the light of that 
revelation we say with Isaiah, “woe is me 
for I am undone,” and thus are driven 
to confession, cleansing, and renewing. 
From that lowly position rises like a 
fresh clear spring from the earth “full- 
ness of joy”; for these things are written 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 2) 
in any degree or for any crime. God has 
given to society the role of acting as judge. 
This is precisely what was committed to 
the human race at the time of the flood. 

The question of*‘the woman taken in 
adultery has nothing whatsoever to do with 
this problem. These men were not at all 
concerned with the law of God. They were 
using this poor woman to strike at Jesus. 
He was exposing their hypocrisy and 
sharply vindicated the law by scattering the 
accusers so that there were no witnesses 
against her. It was on this basis that the 
case was thrown out of court and grace was 
free to operate. 

All of us live in the midst of a world 
that crucified Christ, but all of us are fully 
accountable for all our acts. To attempt to 
say that society is responsible for a fourteen- 
year-old boy’s committing murder is to take 
all blame for sin away from the individual. 
The Bible flatly states that every individual 
is fully responsible. We must push behind 
the explanation of psychiatry—in this case 
to get down to the clear fountain of the 
Word of God. 

—D.G.B 


RELIGION IN THE FBI 

A friend has sent me the June issue of 
ETERNUTY magazine and I noted in the item 
on page 17 you still persist in misrepresent- 
ing the personnel of the FBI. The fact that 
members of the Bureau who embrace the 
Catholic faith had a communion breakfast 
was indeed commendable. Among the some 
1,000 present were not only employees of 
the Bureau, but numerous friends of em- 
ployees. I would have gone myself had I 
not had another commitment. What amazes 
me is how you can say you seek the truth 
and yet are so careless in what you present 
as truth. 

I am enclosing a photostat of page 1 of 
the June issue of the Investigator, which is 
limited in its circulation to Bureau employ- 
ees, and in all fairness, I do not think it 
unreasonable to request that you call to the 
attention of your readers details on our ves- 
per service, which was held on Sunday after- 
noon, April 29, in the Foundry Methodist 
Church. 

You, of course, are entitled to believe any- 
thing you desire. You are even entitled to 
be wrong if you wish. I don’t think, how- 
ever, that you or anyone else is entitled to 
be the purveyor of false information as you 
have on previous occasions in casting a re- 
flection upon the faith, devotion and free- 
dom of Bureau personnel to worship in the 
way they see fit. 

Perhaps sometime you may be in Wash- 
ington when we have our vesper service. I 
had the privilege of participating in the 
one three years ago. Mr. L. V. Boardman, 
Assistant to the Director, participated last 
year, as did Assistant Director John Mohr 
in this year’s service. Since the three of us 
happen to be members of the Methodist 
Church, I hope you will not draw some oth- 
er erroneous conclusion as to the role of 
Methodists in the Bureau as you have of 
those belonging to other faiths. 

Louis B. NIcHOLs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


ETERNITY 














THE BIBLE AND RACE 
(Continued from page 13) 


farthest from practicing what they 
preach, and they do more to stir up 
trouble than to provide solutions to a 
most difficult problem. 

Strangely enough most of the thor- 
ough-going advocates of full integration 
are blind to other injustices which exist 
and against which they do not lift a 
finger in protest. One can argue that it 
is wrong for the United States to set up 
a protective tariff which penalizes for- 
eign manufacturers in the economic in- 
terest of our own citizens. One can argue 
further that the immigration laws work 
gross injustices to millions of people 
from other lands who are eager and 
anxious to make America their home. 
But who is going to suggest that we 
erase the barriers for immigrants and 
allow any and all from every race and 
people to come to America? Few citizens 
care to protest the system of taxation 
which “soaks the rich” and takes from 
them their monies to give to their less 
fortunate brothers in an economic sense. 
Why is it any more wrong to pay farm- 
ers for crops they do not raise and then 
pay them exhorbitant prices for what 
they do raise at the expense of millions 
of other people than it is for Negro 
social injustice to exist? The closed shop 
in industry restricts the rights of those 
who are opposed to it, and yet few of 
the liberal voices seek to protect this 
minority. The involuntary servitude 
often associated with union member- 
ship, in which the individual cannot 
choose freely whether he will join vol- 
untarily, and in which he is forced to 
pay dues and to obey strike decisions 
contrary to his own judgment, is an- 
other abuse against which few voices are 
raised. 

There are bound to be instances of 
hardship which result from the breaking 
down of segregation. This is inevitable 
and must be counted as a part of the 
cost and of the penalty for having 
brought the Negro from Africa as a 
slave. If the coming of a Negro family 
into my community results in a decrease 
in the salability of my home, it is a mis- 
fortune over which I have no control 
and for which I am not directly ac- 
countable. The same is true when I 
invest in the stock market and the price 
of the stock I have purchased declines. 
It is likewise true that farm land I pur- 
chase may become tract land and in- 
crease fifty fold in value. I take the in- 
crease without complaint, of course, but 
if the value of my property declines be- 
cause a Negro family enters my com- 
munity that is a manifest injustice! So 
work the human mind and its preju- 
dices. 

Whatever else may be said of integra- 
tion it must be asserted that both Ne- 
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groes and whites have rights, and the 
rights do not belong to each alone. 
Thus if a group of Christian people 
wish to establish a Christian day school 
for their children and if they likewise 
refuse to send their children to the pub- 
lic schools, this is a right which belongs 
to them and which ought not be violat- 
ed. So also a group of people can create 
a private educational institution in 
which they limit the attendance to those 
who are of the same color. If this de- 
cision to limit is based upon consider- 
ations of expediency in terms of soci- 
ological principle, who is to deny them 
this right? Surely, there is no wrong per- 
petrated when a religious organization 
refuses to employ those who do not em- 
brace its tenets any more than it is 
wrong for the Presbyterian Church to 
refuse to send out Baptist missionaries. 
The right to stipulate within a free so- 
ciety that certain exclusions shall govern 
the selection of the members of the 
group is not in itself wrong. It would be 
wrong indeed to insist that the Masons 
must include in their membership Ro- 
man Catholics, Jews or even Negroes if 
they do not wish to do so. 


Integration of the Negro into full 
partnership in American society is filled 
with difficulty. Intermarriage is, of 
course, one of the most difficult of all 
problems. The question for the Chris- 
tian is whether the Word of God pro- 


vides any light on this subject in the 
area of the sociological and cultural 
phases. Immediately we must insist that 
the Bible does provide for the guidance 
of God’s people in every area of life al-, 
though the Bible does not in every 
instance provide rules for individual. 
facets of the problem. And in the case 
of integration, the Bible does not speak 
explicitly, but it does lay down general 
rules from which specific applications 
may be derived. Possibly not all Chris- 
tians will agree with the conclusions 
which are derived from the basic prin- 
ciples and at that point allowance for 
liberty of interpretation must be insist- 
ed on. 


Nothing in the Word of God suggests 
that it is immoral for people of different 
colors to marry. Assuming the Adamic 
origin of the race one can suppose the 
exact opposite. Ideally, it would be well 
if all of the races of the world were so 
amalgamated that there was no color 
problem. In practice it will never occur. 
While the principle is one which does 
not bar intermarriage of any member of 
a race with a member of a different race, 
the question of expediency arises. Here 
it is that the most serious bar to inter- 
marriage appears. Marriage is not only 
an individual matter, but it is also a 
societal one. For this reason the laws of 
the state govern marriage to some de- 
gree. Consanguinity is a bar to marriage 
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in most societies. In the United States 
most of the state laws prevent the mar- 
riage of imbeciles, and people with de- 
tectable social diseases like syphilis. 
These impediments to marriage do not 
rest on the individual choice of the part- 
ners to the contract but are derived from 
the decision of the community. For 
many years the marriage of whites and 
Negroes has been legally impossible in 
many states. Obviously this general law 
must sooner or later give way to the re- 
cent interpretations of the 14th Amend- 
ment. The right of a white and a Negro 
to marry cannot be denied. But it is 
precisely at this point that expediency 
may be the determining factor. 


The apostle Paul argued in the Bible 
again and again that he was free to do 
what he pleased but that his freedom 
was conditioned by expediency and the 
law of love. One does not need to study 
the racial problem long before he dis- 
covers that there are tragic consequences 
for the participants in a mixed marriage 
as well as for the offspring of such mar- 
riages. Sociologically and religiously, it 
has already been demonstrated that 
there are grievous disadvantages inher- 
ent in the marriage of people of differ- 
ent religious backgrounds. The same 
sociological laws which have proved this 
to be true demonstrate that intermar- 
riage is, at least for some time to come, 
highly inadvisable and in the light of 
expediency most unfortunate. The day 
may come when our culture will take a 
differing attitude toward intermarriage 
and when mulatto children will find 
their place in society without handicap. 
Such is not the case today and the chil- 
dren of mixed marriages face handicaps 
which are almost insuperable. Whether 
Christians should intermarry in the 
light of these obstacles suggests an an- 
swer in the negative. 

Intermarriage springs generally from 
fraternization in a social sense. This 
fraternization, opponents of racial in- 
tegration believe, will be the cause for 
intermarriage. Again there is no direct 


biblical teaching on the subject and the 
right of the Negro and white to fratern- 
ize cannot be denied. But this falls with- 
in the province of the individual choice. 
I am not anti-Negro because I do not 
choose Negroes to be among my closest 
friends. There are equally good reasons 
why I do not choose all white people to 
be among those friends too. Education, 
interests, congeniality and other factors 
govern such choices. Within the tension 
of sin and the influences and effects of 
the fall, perfection can never be reached. 
Unconscious prejudices direct us more 
than we suspect in all of our relation- 
ships of life. So far as we detect these 
prejudices, they should be eliminated 
and controlled, but the best we can hope 
for is perfection in the life to come 
when we have been translated into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

One place, for the Christian, where 
the problem of integration touches a 
most sensitive spot is in the local church. 
The admission of Negroes into the local 
church automatically brings a degree of 
fraternization and promises increasing 
fraternization which in turn will lead 
to the epitome of integration as found 
in intermarriage. There is no easy an- 
swer to this particular difficulty but 
again the law of expediency and love 
must provide some form of guidance. In 
a community which is white, there does 
not appear to exist any good reason why 
Negroes from outside that community 
should seek to integrate themselves into 
the church of that community. One can 
rightly suspect that the motivation in 
this event is not simply religious and 
that it may border upon baser elements 
to be found in all men. For a church to 
refuse membership to an individual 
when the motives of the person seéking 
it appear to be characterized by lack of 
judiciousness and love is not wrong. 

A second place of tension for the local 
church lies in those geographical areas 
which border on Negro communities or 
where a measure of intermixture already 
exists. If there are churches which minis- 
ter to the Negro, there appears to be 
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little reason: for the Negro to desire 
membership within the framework of a 
white church. The desire to mingle with 
the whites for economic and social pre- 
ferment is no good reason for seeking 
such church membership. The real solu- 
tion might be found in the opposite di- 
rection. Open the doors of the Negro 
churches to those whites who wish to ad- 
vance integration in that direction and 
who are willing to pay whatever social, 
economic, and cultural price must be 
paid to do this. Experience shows so far 
that when Negroes are integrated into 
white churches it usually leads to the 
complete elimination of the whites with 
the Negroes taking over the church. 
Where population changes alter the 
dominant racial complexity of a com- 
munity, it behooves white churches to 
turn over the properties to the Negroes 
and regard this as one of the inevitable 
consequences of our peculiar American 
milieu. 

‘Gradualism seems to be the only con- 
sistent Christian approach to the enigma 
in the final analysis. The danger of this 
approach lies in the deceitfulness of hu- 
man nature which often turns gradual- 
ism into an impenetrable barrier which 
prevents any progress in the direction 
which principle supports. On the other 
hand, there are militant forces whose 
main ambition it is to force upon all 
immediate consent to a radical change 
which is impossible without implacable 
opposition. Both those who refuse to 
allow for any gradual solution and those 
who press for too rapid a solution are 
the greatest menace to this titanic strug- 
gle. Christian common sense which will 
not rest on its oars but which will not 
move so rapidly as to imperil the whole 
advance is needed. 

We must remind ourselves again that 
the seeds of the problem lie deeply im- 
bedded in the structure of American 
history and go back for some hundreds 
of years. Almost one hundred years have 
elapsed since the Civil War was fought 
and the principle of equality enunciated 
in the constitution. To expect that the 
next phase of this baffling problem will 
be settled in a year or two is nonsensical. 
Given time and patience, and the ap- 
plication’ of Christian principles, the 
problem will be resolved. But before 
this happens much time must be spent 
in education, gradual advances, and the 
implementing of Christian ideals in the 
hearts and minds of men. It is America’s 
problem and in a peculiar sense it is 
the problem of the Christians in Amer- 
ica who cannot honorably deny the re- 
levancy of the Christian faith to this 
difficulty. Under the power of God and 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit the 
transition can be made—not without 
pain to be sure—but with the least pain 
in such a way as to commend itself to 
thoughtful people of good will. 
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BIBLE SCHOOLS REPLY 
(Continued from page 24) 


1. What causes the discrepancy be- 
tween Christian profession and 
every day Christian living in the 
life of the student? 

2. By what means can a student be 
effectively trained so that his con- 
cepts of right and wrong can be 
brought into line with the prin- 
ciples of right living as set forth by 
the Word of God? 

3. How far should disciplinary action 
be carried, and what should be the 
nature of the discipline for social, 
academic, and/or spiritual failures? 

4. How can the difference between 
man’s efforts and plannings and 
the motivating power and dynamic 
of the Holy Spirit be explained 
and made clear to students who 
have been greatly influenced by the 
“big time” show business of today? 


It has been distressing to me in recent 
years, while attending meetings of Chris- 
tian educators, to find that almost with- 
out exception the emphasis of such 
meetings is on the purely academic or 
mundane problems of Bible schools and 
seminaries. Would to God that such 
gatherings would give at least fifty per 
cent of their time and study to the 
means by which character training could 
become more effective and the raising of 


spiritual standards accomplished in the 
lives of our students. Certainly, men of 
average intelligence who are rich in god- 
liness and Christian graces are much 
more effectual in advancing the king- 
dom of God than purely intellectually- 
minded youth who leave our Biblical in- 
stitutions either to turn to secular fields 
of employment for financial gain and 
fame, or to soft positions within the 
church. May God help the great Bible 
school movement and the Christian col- 
leges and evangelical seminaries in the 
land to seek diligently to prepare their 
students to be Spirit-filled, consecrated 
workers, ready for the humblest task, 
providing only that it be in the divine 
plan of God! ... 


Mitton T. WELLS, President 
Eastern Bible Institute 
Green Lane, Pa. 


Sirs: 


Mr. Woods has said incisively what I 
have been saying to our faculty and stu- 
dents ever since coming to Denver. He 
sets forth the ideal which we are desper- 
ately eager to achieve. 

Amy Carmichael tells us that a Hindu 
remarked to one of her co-laborers: “‘We 
have heard the preaching. Now can you 
show us the life of your Lord Jesus?” 
In other words, embody the propositions 
of your theology in flesh- and-blood per- 
sonality, and we will believe. 


_In itself mere verbalism will not do. 

The truth must be visualized. It must 
walk and speak and act. So, to impart 
propositions to a student is insufficient. 
The student’s whole personality must’ | 
likewise be shaped into an instrument 
by which the gospel can be communi- | 
cated. He must be trained emotionally, 
learning to love God with all his heart. 
He must also be trained intellectually, 
learning to love God with all his mind. 
And in addition he must be trained 
volitionally, learning to love God with 
all his soul. As Phillips Brooks put it, 
God gives truth through personality, 
and if the personality is warped and de- 
fective, the full-orbed truth may be 
tragically obfuscated. The total person- 
ality must therefore be prepared to com- 
municate the truth without distortion, 
not only verbally but vitally. 


VERNON C. Grounpns, President 
Conservative Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
Denver, Colo. 


Sirs: 


I have read and re-read and studied 
the article by my old friend and col- 
league at Wheaton and am persuaded 
that he has analyzed the present Bible 
school and seminary movement accur- 
ately. Stacey Woods has been very gra- 
cious in his appraisal. If one of the Old 
Testament prophets were to walk unto 
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the campus of some of our Bible schools 
and seminaries, he would use stronger 
language. If we don’t repent soon, judg- 
ment will be God’s only prerogative. A 
lot of rotten carnality in high places is 
going to make tribulation a moral im- 
perative if those who know what is right 
will refuse to practice it. Possibly I am 
biased, but I do not believe that the 
apostasy has gone as far in our Canad- 
ian schools as it has in the American 
schools, but the drift everywhere is oc- 
casion for alarm. Let us all repent be- 
fore it is too late. We will have to be 
Spirit-convicted before we shall know 
anything about being Spirit-controlled. 

M. W. Downey, Dean 
Western Canadian Bible Institute 
Regina, Sask. 


PREFERS PRIVATE TALKS 
Sirs: 


. . . The article is stimulating, and 
things he said certainly should be dis- 
cussed among those who are friendly to 
the Bible College movement. However, 
I do wonder whether we should discuss 
our weaknesses among those who are not 
friends to the philosophy of education 
which we share. 

With all the weaknesses of the Bible 
college and Bible institute movement 
they still furnish the evangelical dynamic 
which we have in this country. 

I trust that Mr. Woods is a real friend 
to our philosophy of education and that 
this is no subtle attempt to weaken or 
discredit our movement. 

L. C. Jonnson, President 
Free Will Baptist Bible College 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Sirs: 


. . - I am inclined to feel that Mr. 
Woods has sounded a much-needed 
warning and has put his finger on the 
heart of the matter. There is a definite 
tendency towards coldness in our semi- 
naries and laxity in our institutes. I 
trust this article will have wide reading 
among leaders in the fields concerned 
and that all will take heed to this 
timely, clarion call of Mr. Woods. 

Witus E. Garrett, President 
Miami Bible Institute 
Miami, Fla. 


Sirs: 


Mr. C. Stacey Woods ought to be con- 
gratulated on his splendid article, “Are 
Bible Schools and Seminaries Doing the 
Job?” I hope it is read by every Chris- 
tian educator. The writer faces the prob- 
lems frankly, analyzes the situation ac- 
curately, and proposes the Biblical out- 
look on life as the answer. I believe he 
restates the objectives of the original 





Please mention ETERNITY 
when writing to our advertisers 





46 


founders of our Christian schools. We 
endorse it wholeheartedly and will prof- 
it by it. 

H. Hivpesranp, Principal 
Briercrest Bible Institute 
Caronport, Sask. 


A BLOW DEALT 
Sirs: 


This article has dealt a real blow to 
the Bible school movement. Most Bible 
schools depend on gifts from friends 
who believe in the importance of equip- 
ping tomorrow’s leaders with a compre- 
hensive knowledge of the Bible. These 
donors will question the advisability of 
investing in “sick souls that the faculty 
is too busy to help,” according to Mr. 
Woods. Potential students will be dis- 
couraged from attending schools where 
they are so mishandled and will turn to 
secular pursuits, thus impoverishing the 
work of the Lord. The eternal results 
can be tragic. 

.. . There is no way to judge a fresh- 
man’s potential. What may seem “weak” 
to us may be used of the Lord. Often a 
student doesn’t know what the Lord 
would have him do, feels no particular 
gift, but under the tutelage of a godly 
faculty or a returning missionary, the 
Holy Spirit reveals God’s will to him. 
Many probably never would enter if 
they had to be assured of a “gift” first. 
At any good Bible school they are en- 
couraged to yield themselves completely 
to God’s will, to center their training 
and thoughts around Christ, and they 
are assured that they will be directed 
when and where they should serve. 

Long before reading Mr. Woods’ arti- 
cle, we had been using the slogan here 
of “Quality, not quantity, is our aim,” 
but if the Lord should send us quantity, 
I believe He will also send us the means 
to make it quality as well. We should 
not despise the day of big things any 
more than the day of small things, if 
these things are from the Lord. Jere- 
miah 33:3, which is my favorite verse, 
tells us that God will show us “great and 
mighty things” if we call on Him. 
Should we limit Him? 

An increased enrollment can be evi- 
dence of God’s blessing, if that increase 
means .there will be that many more of 
God’s servants “prepared unto every 
good work.” It is not the prerogative of 
the school to “select” a few because so- 
called mass education produces some 
failures. Small, select groups produce 
failures also. Our Lord picked twelve 
men when He could have chosen only 
one leader to promote His work. (One 
of the twelve was a failure.) Later He 
sent seventy. Then He stepped up the 
number to include all believers with His 
first disciples, when He gave the great 
commission of “go ye.” All believers are 
called to serve Him. No faculty member 





can rightly judge which “students . . . 
have a true call of God to serve Him.” 


Mr. Woods comes from Australia. A 
pro rata evaluation of Christian leaders, 
missionaries, and effective pastors in 
Australia and other English-speaking 
countries, as compared to the United 
States, would show that many of these 
countries have a larger percentage of 
non-church-goers and a smaller percent- 
age of Christian workers than the U. S. 
In the June, 1956, issue of His, page 19, 
it reports on the work of Gospel Re- 
cordings, Inc., and states on page 20, 

Linguistic experts estimate nearly 

3,000 languages in which no part of 

the Bible is yet available. Australia 

and neighboring islands account for 
about one-third of these. 

These figures speak for themselves. 
While we have our casualties, the 
“American education technique,” (which 
Mr. Woods feels is spiritually weak) in 
the hands of consecrated teachers, has 
helped to produce an army of faithful 
missionaries and Christian workers. Un- 
questionably, the Lord has been pleased 
to use this method of preparing some of 
His messengers. 

EvERETT S. GRAFFAM, President 
Buffalo Bible Institute 


Buffalo, N. Y. 
AGREED, BUT... 
Sirs: 


I agree with Mr. Woods 100 per cent 
in his concern for greater spiritual effec- 
tiveness on the part of the graduates of 
our Bible schools and seminaries, but if 
the purpose of the article is to help 
those already aroused to know what to 
do about the problem, Mr. Woods has 
not gone far enough. 

We believe that a man must be called 
of God, but how can we test this call? 
We have his statement. We have indica- 
tion that he is an earnest Christian 
man. We have ;indication that he has 
actively participated in Christian service 
previously. How shall we test the “gift 
of a pastor, the gift of a teacher, the 
prophet, and evangelist” on the part of 
applicants. Mr. Woods asks, “Should the 
one who is to be trained for Christian 
service give evidence of the fruit of the 
spirit and spiritual growth?” How should 
the Admissions Committee determine 
and measure this in regard to an appli- 
cant? He also speaks “of the life lived 
under God in the power of the spirit.” 
Just how would the Admissions Com- 
mittee determine the nature and extent 
of this in the life of an applicant? 

Perhaps the above examples are suffi- 
cient to indicate my point. Perhaps no 
one can answer all of these questions. I 
am, however, a little concerned that it 
might somewhere be stated that, gener- 
ally speaking, the leaders of Bible 
schools and seminaries are deeply con- 
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cerned about these matters and are just 
as eager to have help in solving them as 
Mr. Woods is. 

Ernest L. Ackiey, Dean 
Central Baptist Theological Seminary 
Kansas City, Kansas 


Sirs: 


We were happy to see Stacey Woods’ 
article on the question of whether Bible 
schools and seminaries are doing the 
job. I am sure that every Christian edu- 
cator wishes to receive constructive criti- 
cism that will help him to do a better 
job for God. 

Mr. Woods divides the problem into 
two parts. He considers first of all the 
qualifications of those who are to be re- 
ceived by the schools for training, and 
secondly, the character of the training 
itself. 

The burden of his remarks seems to 
be that the training school might better 
receive only those who evidence a call 
to the ministry and some gifts for the 
ministry. 

It appears to me he fails to make a 
basic analysis of the situation by lump- 
ing the Bible schools with seminaries in 
considering the applicant. 

The Bible institute students are for 
the most part in later adolescence, 
whereas the seminary students have 
entered into adulthood. We would ex- 
pect that a seminary student would 
have a more definite idea of his call and 
be in a better position to be appraised 
with reference to his gifts. But this is 
not even the case with a majority of the 
seminary students, and it is seldom the 
case with those coming to Bible school, 
for the most part fresh out of high 
school. 

About all that can be asked is that 
the applicant be converted and have a 
desire to do the will of God. The dis- 
covery and the development of gifts and 
the call to a type and place of ministry 
comes for the most part during the 
course of his Bible school training. 

Consequently, I do not believe that 
Mr. Woods’ analysis of the admissions 
program and his suggestion concerning 
it could be followed out with any prac- 
ticality. 

Dr. T. J. Bach once asked Dr. Host 
of the China Inland Mission what he 
considered his greatest mistake to be as 
an administrator in the Mission. With 
tears streaming down his face, he said, 
“my greatest mistake has been that I 
have over-evaluated some and under- 
evaluated others.” 

Certainly it would be impossible for 
us on the Bible institute level to deter- 
mine which among the young people 
coming to us would be the ones that 
God would use. Our position is to train 
all who will come to become faithful 
servants of the Lord and to encourage 
them in their own spiritual growth. 
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As to the second part of Mr. Woods’ 
analysis we can heartily agree that we 
would like to do more in the way of giv- 
ing personal attention to the individual 
student and to make the truth more 
real and more operative in the ‘life of 
the individual. But even here we must 
recognize that no course of training 
given in a period of three to five years 
can take the place of experience, time 
and maturity. No training can take a 
21-year-old young man and give him a 
maturity of Christian growth and wis- 
dom which experience alone can bring. 

However, we certainly agree with the 
emphasis that so far as possible the 
training should seek to develop the per- 
sonal experience of the individual rath- 
er than to fill his head with knowledge 
having no practical bearing upon the 
life. 

WILLARD M. ALpricu, President 
Multnomah School of the Bible 
Portland, Oregon 


Sirs: 


There are a number of fallacies in the 


article by C. Stacey Woods entitled “Are 
Bible Schools and Seminaries Doing the 
Job?” The major premise is wrong, how- 
ever, so far as Bible colleges are con- 
cerned: It is not the responsibility of | 
the Bible college to produce prophets” 
only. High schoolers are obviously un- 
prepared spiritually, psychologically, 
academically—and even physiologically— 
for such preparation. 

It is rather the responsibility of the 
Bible college to do five things: 


(1) To provide the atmosphere in 
which young people with no call or 
leading can find the will and plan of 
God for their lives. 

(2) To orient the student (a) spirit- 
ually, (b) socially, (c) academically; that 
is, to introduce him to the world of 
spiritual, social, and academic life. 

(3) To educate the student in Chris- 
tian living so that (a) he can enjoy fel- 
lowship with God and man in spiritual 
living, (b) he can serve as Christ’s am- 
bassador whether in secular or religious 
vocation. 
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Christmas and All-Occasion Gree Cards and Stationery 
from friends, neighbors, co-workers. "re so beautiful, so 
amazingly low in cost they sell themselves. : 
We'll send you a full 21-card assortment of All-Occasion 
cards ABSOLUTELY FREE, when you answer our Puzzle. 
You don’t pay a single cent for them. We'll also send you 
FREE Samples and istmas Assortments On Approval. 








ON POSTCARD OR MAIL IN ENVELOPE 
Puzz ditor, ARTISTIC CARD CO., INC. 
516 Way Street, Elmira, N. Y. 
THREE-WORD Here’s my solution. Please rush my FREE 
SENTENCE: Deluxe box of 21 Cards —also 
Spare Time Money-Making Plan, Free 
Ist Samples and Christmas assortments ON 
APPROVAL. I’m sincerely interested in mak- 
ing money in spare time. 





PASTE 





















2nd Name. 

WworD____—- |_ Addr. 

rd City. Zone. State. 

eens Check here for ial FUND-RAISING 
0 Pian for cugnaunetiean, clubs, etc. 
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CONGRESS ON 
PROPHECY 


to be held in 
LOS ANGELES 


OCT. 7-14 


The Second International Con- 
gress on Prophecy held in New 
York in November 1955, was an 
epoch-making event. Thirty-four 
speakers, representatives of many 
Christian Colleges and Theological 
Seminaries, discussed prophetic 
subjects covering practically the 
entire field of Eschatology in a 
marked spirit of unanimity. The 
findings of this historic gathering 
are now available in the form of 
a MANIFESTO, and the leading ad- 
dresses will soon appear in a book 
under the title “Understanding the 
Times.” 


By popular demand another 
Congress on Prophecy for the Paci- 
fic Coast Area will be held at the 
Church of the Open Door in Los 
Angeles this coming October 7-14 
with many churches cooperating 
and a Committee of One Hundred 
sponsoring the event. Speakers at 
Los Angeles will include: 


John F. Walvoord John G. Mitchell 
Alva J. McClain William F. Kerr 
James McGinlay Hyman J. Appelman 
Albert J. Lindsey R. L. Powell 
Archer Weniger Wilbur M. Smith 
Lewis J. Julianel J. Palmer Muntz 
Lovis T. Talbot Albert 3. Johnson 
Herman B. Centz 


The American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism is spearhead- 
ing this movement for the study 
and proclamation of the sure word 
of prophecy, that the saints may 
be confirmed in “the faith once for 
all delivered,” and that Israel and 
all men may be warned to “flee 
from the wrath to come.” 


For a free copy of the Manifesto 
write to: 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 
FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM, INC. 
Dr. A. B. Machlin, Exec. Director 

Dept. E., Winona Lake, Indiana 
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(4) To prepare the student for Chris- 
tian service (a) through a knowledge of 
the possibilities of a life of prayer and 
faith; (b) through a knowledge of the 
techniques and processes of Christian 
evangelism incorporating a thorough 
knowledge of God’s Word and all other 
related subjects necessary to the min- 
istry of the Word to people today either 
in the homeland or on the foreign mis- 
sion field; (c) through training in a wide 
variety of fields of Christian service to 
the end that upon graduation the stu- 
dent shall have passed through an in- 
ternship which will automatically elim- 
inate many of the errors commonly pres- 
ent in an immature ministry. 

(5) To provide (again) the atmos- 
phere in which some (as with Barnabas 
and Saul) will be definitely called to 
serve as prophets to this present age. 

In this light the Bible colleges are not 
failing but are almost phenominally suc- 
cessful as compared with secular or so- 
called Christian or church related col- 


leges. 

CorneE.ius P. Haccarp, President 
Pacific Bible College 
Azusa, Calif. 








DISPOSITION OF GRADUATES FOR LAST DECADE 
CLASSES OF 1946 To 1955 











Sirs: 

I thoroughly enjoyed reading and 
marking Mr. Wood's Article. Truly he 
has seen the appalling situation with a 
clear eye and has presented a challeng- 
ing discussion of the matter. I agree 
perfectly with his analysis of the missing 
elements in our Christian Education 
and concerning the products of our 
Christian Schools, but I am not sure 
that I fully agree with the insinuated 
cause. 

It is my personal opinion that by the 
time a young man or a young lady is 
old enough to enter a Bible Institute or 
Seminary that such a one is already 
fashioned by home training and Church 
Training in regards to morals, ethics, 
character, personal devotion, etc. There- 
fore, just because the School had the last 
try at their education, the school is not 
to blame for these missing elements. The 
blame must be placed back where those 
traits are fixed, in the home and early 
church life. 


Nevertheless, may God use this article 
to stir up all of our schools to seriously 
consider how we can shift the emphasis 
to the spiritual and practical. 

LENNON E. Hakes, Dean 
Atlanta Bible Institute 
Atlanta, Georgia 
Sirs: 

The article by Mr. Woods is most 
timely. Never in the history of Christi- 
anity have more “trained and fully 
equipped” workers been turned out by 
our schools than today; and it is doubt- 
ful that if ever in the history of the 
course of Christianity there has been 
such a dearth of real Christian leaders. 
Mr. Woods goes straight to the heart of 
the question. 

It is apparent that the majority of 
Christian endeavors are aiming at quan- 
titative rather than qualitative results. 
The measure of man,‘“how many and 
how much,” has become the standard of 
too many Christian educational institu- 
tions and ministries. I believe the day 
has come for re-examination of the in- 
tent and purposes of Christian educa- 
tion. 

During my own seminary days I saw 
students enter the seminary believing in 
God, His Word, and the power of pray- 
er. The same ones left there after three 
years believing in their diplomas and 
the denominational program—looking to 
the denominational leaders to place 
them in advantageous positions. 

In my opinion, too many so-called 
Christian schools are attempting to turn 
out propagandists to perpetuate the life 
of their institutions rather than trying 
to better equip men to serve the Lord. 

A. Epwin Witson, Acting Dean 
Chattanooga Bible Institute 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Sirs: 

I have carefully examined the article, 
“Are Bible Schools and Seminaries Do- 
ing the Job?” by C. Stacey Woods; and 
I wish to say that I am not only in com- 
plete sympathy with the theme which he 
develops throughout, I am also sure of 
the timeliness of this word of cautious 
inquiry. 

Years ago Dr. Robert Murray Mc- 
Cheyne -warned of the “chill of the clas- 
sics” in which he expressed his fear of 
the purely intellectual approach to ob- 
jective truth apart from the warm sub- 
jective realization of its transforming 
power. 

I consider the contents of Mr. Wood’s 
article, as well as its publication in 
ETERNITY, a definite contribution to the 
Spiritual Dynamics which must be ad- 
mitted to be so sorely lacking in much 
Christian service today. 

Cart M. Sweazy, President 
Los Angeles Baptist Theological 
Seminary 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


ETERNITY 

















ALL-BIBLE GRADED 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


PUBLISHED BY SCRIPTURE PRESS 


CHALLENGE 
COMPARISON 


That's right. For lasting spiritual impact on the lives of pupils, 
we challenge you to compare ALL-BIBLE GRADED SUNDAY 


SCHOOL LESSONS... point by point... product by product... 
with any other Sunday School lessons. 
















Compare e ALL-BIBLE CONTENT @ PRACTICAL GRADING METHOD 
COMPLETE CORRELATION e@ WEALTH OF TEACHING HELPS 
GREATER PUPIL RESPONSE 
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~ | ACCEPT your challenge to investigate ° 
your points of comparison. Send me a sample e 
kit for the departments checked below: ° 
C1 Beginner Dept. Senior Dept. * 
[1] Primary Dept. CD Young People& 
(1 Junior Dept. Adult Dept. « 
CL) Intermediate (1 Home Dept. ° 
(Junior Hi) Dept. ° 
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Also send me free information on: 
(0 Cradle Roll Dept. [J Nursery Dept. 


MY NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. (__) STATE. 
Pastor[] S.S.Supt.(] Dir.Chr.Ed.[] See.) 
Church Name. 
SCRIPTURE PRESS 
1825 College Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois 
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Dr. Bob Cook, president of Youth for Christ International, says, “For today’s teen-agers, I 


can think of no better word than that which my father spoke to me: ‘No matter what the Lord 


id 


s 


will is for you, you'll be better off in any field after Bible school.’ ” 


Whatever your goals and ambitions in life, you'll achieve 
them better, strengthen your personal testimony, and be 
better equipped, if you study Bible first at Moody. Wherever 
the Lord leads, to the ministry, mission field, business, or 
one of the professions, a complete knowledge of the Bible 
will broaden your influence and increase your usefulness. 


While the General Bible course at Moody teaches many 
regular college subjects, like English and public speaking, 
the major emphasis is on God’s Word. This course consists 
of three years of concentrated study and research in the 
Bible, and provides a working knowledge of personal evan- 
gelism, missions, church history, Christian education, and 
other subjects. Moody students find their years at MBI have 
real practical application, too. They are given many oppor- 
tunities to engage in various forms of Christian service. 

Moody Bible Institute is accredited, which means that 
many colleges and universities give full credit for equivalent 
subjects taken at Moody. A number of colleges graduate a 
Moody alumnus with a bachelor’s degree after only two 
years of residence study. 

In planning your years of education, remember that train- 
ing at Moody is tuition-free. This is made possible by 


Christians all over the world who support the Institute 
program because they recognize the pressing need for trained 
Christian men and women in all walks of life. 


Mail coupon today for your copy of the current Moody 
‘catalog. 


Eight Tvition-Free Courses... 

General Bible * Pastors Course * Sacred Music 
Missionary Course * Christian Education + 
Christian Education-Music * Jewish Missions « 
Missionary Technical Course 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL . . . EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. La Salle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 
DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON, president ~...- 
DR. S. MAXWELL CODER, dean Dept. ET-56-250 


Please send me a copy of.the latest 
Moody catalog. 
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